
  

Harvest Thanksgiving/Syrian Refugees 

This term, on Tuesday 29th September, we shall be having our Harvest Assembly. We have agreed that, in 

conjunction with the work of the school’s Charity Committee, we’d like to show support local families who are 

delivering some basic goods to refugees in Greece. We will be able to provide families with spare clothes, 

blankets and give the children some colouring in fun. We are starting to receive donations now. 
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MEET THE HEADTEACHER  
Thank You for those who attended the recent Meet the Headteacher 
Evening, it was a fantastic opportunity to meet some of the school 
community and I look forward to meeting others at our parent 
consultations in October. It certainly was a busy evening with several 
events scheduled back-to-back. Special thanks to those PTA members 
who provided delicious cakes, it seemed rude not to sample a few of 
them!    
Communication 
 Staff are regularly adding posts about what is happening in the 

classrooms and the life of the school, it has relevant letters and 
documents too. Our pupils love getting feedback on their class 
posts so feel free to leave some supportive feedback. We hope to 
establish a web club where pupils will update the blog, so if you 
know of an adult in the community that could support a small 
group of pupils in doing this on a weekly or fortnightly basis please 
get in touch. 

 Website http://edubuzz.org/blogs/aberlady 
 Twitter: follow us @AberladyPrimary A quick way to 

get a glimpse of school life 
 Headteacher drop in: every Thursday 9-10am, no 

matter how big or small, pop in even to say hello as I get to know 
the school community. 

 School Office 01875870232 or admin@aberlady.elcschool.org.uk 
 There are Parent Council and PTA noticeboards in school, you are 

most welcome to drop in and check them
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Playground Markings 
Through the generous donation 

from the PTA we are able to have 
playground marking painted on the 
new surface.  The pupil council have 

created a voting system and all 
pupils will have the opportunity to 
have their say on what markings 

will be best suited.  We can’t wait 
to see them very soon. 

 

Thriving Thursdays 

Thriving Thursdays continue this 
year on 9 occasions, where our 

pupils have the opportunity to work 
and collaborate with learners 

throughout the school.  The focus 
of these sessions will be on 

mathematics. The 1st Thriving 
Thursday will be the 1st October 

 

Water Bottles 
We would ask that pupils bring a 

water bottle to school each day. We 
have a cool tap in school and 

children are encouraged to refill 
their bottles at break times. Having 

water available is particularly 
important on those days when your 
child has a PE session. Many thanks 

for your help with this. 

 

NUT ALLERGIES 
A small number of children 

within our school suffer from an 
allergy to peanuts and, as per East 

Lothian school policy, we continue to 
be a “nut-free zone”. Your help with 

this is much appreciated. 

 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving/Syrian Refugees 

This term, on Tuesday 29th September, we shall be 

having our Harvest Assembly. We have agreed that, in 

conjunction with the work of the school’s Charity 

Committee, we’d like to show support to local families who 

are delivering some basic goods to refugees in Greece. 

We hope to be able to provide children with some 

colouring in fun. We are starting to receive donations now. 

A separate communication from the charities committee 

has been sent out. 
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OUTDOOR FOCUS 
“There is no bad weather just inappropriate clothing” (Norwegian Proverb) 

We are currently reviewing our approach to outdoor learning and as a staff 

reviewing the opportunities we give every pupil at Aberlady.  As part of our 

approach we will be increasing the expectation of pupils learning, playing 

and experiencing the outdoors on a regular basis.  This will mean that most 

breaks pupils will be outdoors, even when it is raining and cold.  We would 

ask that your child is sent to school with an appropriate coat or jacket.  

Children are still welcome to eat their packed lunch outside despite it being 

rather autumnal.  At the moment they are making informed decisions of the 

best place to eat their lunch.   

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Parent Consultations 
Please return your parental reply slip by Tuesday 22nd September that will 
allow staff to collaborate over parental preferences and sibling bookings. If 

we have your return, you should receive confirmation of your allocated 
timeslot(s) for the October consultations by Monday 28th September   

Some September/October 
dates for the diary 

 

22
nd

  September Return Parent Slips 

Tuesday 22
nd

 September- All resume & 
1.30 – 2.30pm P6 Hockey Taster  

Saturday 26
th

 PTA Autumn Fair 

Wednesday 30
th

 P6 Hockey Festival  

Wed 30
th

 Sept 7pm Parent Council  

Thursday 1
st

 October Thriving Thursday 

Mon 5
th

 October -Parent Consultations 

(4-7.30pm) 

Tuesday 6
th 

Committees & Song Book 

Group 

Wed 7
th

 Parent Consultations 4-6pm 

Friday 9
th

 Outdoor clear-up & School 

closes at 12.35pm for October break 

Monday 19
th

In-Service Day 

Tuesday 20
th

Pupils resume 

10
th

 Nov P7 Camp Meeting@ Gullane  

 
School Motto 

“We learn to be Wise” is our 
new school motto that was a legacy 

left by Mrs I ‘Anson at a leaving 
ceremony last session.  This year we 
are exploring what this means to us 
as a learning community.  We will 

be canvassing parental input at our 
October Parental Consultations.  
Children are taking part in mini 

projects and the ethos of being wise 
is being explored through 

assemblies.  We hope the ethos of 
wisdom; a very noble value will 

permeate what we do in Aberlady. 
Jog Club 

The Jog Club meets every 
Wednesday morning before school, 

a healthy, fun, energetic wat to 
start your day.  Thanks to our 

parent volunteers! 
 

Pupil Absence & Home Lunch Arrangements 

If your child is going to be off school due to illness, please 

contact the office by 9.30am.  If we have not heard from you by 

then, and your child has not arrived for registration, we will 

contact you. As this procedure may be quite time consuming, we 

would encourage parents to phone school, as soon as possible. If 

you do not phone us in these circumstances and we cannot 

contact you, we will go through your additional contacts (listed 

on our database) in an effort to clarify where your child is; we do 

so in order to establish that your child is safe and well.  If you know 

in advance that your child is going to be off school e.g. holidays, 

please put the dates of absence in writing to the office as soon as 

possible. Also, if you intend that your child should come home for 

lunch on any day, please make sure that the School Office is 

informed in advance of this. Many thanks for your help. 

 

P7 Camp 

This year, our P7 pupils will again be going to Dounans Outdoor Centre 

from Monday 16th – Friday 20th May. P7 parents have received a 

separate mailing about this but we can advise now that a date for a 

parents’ meeting about the residential experience (strategically 

planned for later on the same evening as a P7 Transition talk from Head 

Teacher, Mrs. Lauren Rodger, and the NBHS staff team) has been 

organised for Tuesday 10th November at 6.45pm. This will take place at 

Gullane Primary School. 

OUTDOOR HELP NEEDED 
Friday 9

th
 October 

We are clearing out our big storage unit so it is accessible to pupils to use 
on a daily basis for outdoor paly & learning.  We are needing lots of adult 

support to help clear away and take some items to the dump.  We will meet at 
9am and keep going to the job is done, so drop in when you can, coffee and 
biscuits will be available in copious amounts! Let us know if you are able to 

help…some strong hands are needed. 
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Celebrations of Achievement 

 **Congratulations go to James Ritchie, Tegan Lyall 

and Penny Guild (all P7 pupils) who held a bake sale in 

June to raise money for the school.  They made a profit 

of £63.00 which they very kindly handed over for school 

funds.  A very big thank you to you all! 

**Well done to Marcia Callander (P7), (her big sister 

Esme) and Penny Guild (P7) who ran 10km in the recent 

Race for Life in Edinburgh.  Also running were Elena 

Callander (P5) and Ava Guild (P3) who completed the 

5km.  Very well done!  Between them they raised an 

amazing £1200 for Cancer Research - a fantastic 

achievement! 

**Congratulation to Isla Anderson (P4). Isla has won a 

silver medal for her back crawl in the Primary 3 heats at 

Gullane Swimming Club.  A great achievement 

considering she had only been at the club for 2 months 

before the swimming gala took place, well done! 

** There’s been lots going on in the Brodie household 

too. Murdo Jardine (P6) won Player of The Year for North 

Berwick Colts FC 2005s team and Brodie Jardine (P7) got 

his 11th Mon at Judo.  Well done boys. 

 

STAFF NEWS 
We are delighted to welcome 

Miss Dalgety, she is firmly 
established in P4.  All Aberlady 
staff have worked extremely hard 
to establish welcoming classrooms 
and to plan for effective learning 
and teaching for the start of the 
new session. You will enjoy seeing 
evidence of this when you attend 
parent consultations in October. 
Our PE specialist continues to be 
Mrs. Paterson and she will be 
working with all classes in the 
course of Thursday afternoons and 

Friday mornings across the school 
year. Ms Askew continues as our 
Music Specialist and she sees all 
classes in the course of a Monday. 
Our teacher of Modern Foreign 
Language (French) at P6 and P7 is 
Madame Swan and she visits 
Aberlady Primary on Wednesday 
afternoons this session. Our 
visiting specialist (violin tuition) 
Miss Hickman will be continuing to 
meet her pupils on a Thursday 
morning.  

 

 

What is happening in School? 
 

Nursery AM pupils have been out 
to a local farm as part of the learning 
about harvest & PM pupils have been 

exploring the nursery garden daily 
and enjoying the new “channel 

construction” 
 

P1/2 Have settled in incredibly 
well, it is amazing to see how well 

they flow around the school and take 
part of whole school events with 

confidence. 
 

P2/3 Have been establishing great 
practice through growth mindset 
conversations and have created a 
fabulous display of their learning. 

 
P4 As part of Maths and ICT they 
have been creating tables of 

information and manipulating them. 
 

P5 Have been very technical and 
been using ICT opportunities to 

enhance their learning, watch this 
space for digital version of the school 

improvement plan. 
 

P6 Have created some fabulous 
art work based on Andy Warhol and 

have written to the Queen! 
 

P7 Have dived into their Highland 
Clearances topic, making clay 

models, writing authentic persuasive 
letters, were evicted from the 

classroom and forced to build dens in 
make shift classrooms. 

 
Staff Have been trained in 

Signalong to aid communication, 
updated skills in working with pupils 

with ASD and had further input so we 
can establish communication groups 
with pupils.  We have been putting 
plans together for outdoor learning 

and Thriving Thursdays and have 
been getting used to a new boss! 

 
 

Scooters 
We have recently been advised of an incident where a scooter was 

removed from the school playground (after hours) by a member of the 
public.  Can we please remind parents that if children are bringing 
scooters to school and forget to take them home, they are left at your 
own risk. 
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Parent Council 

Parent Council’s AGM took place immediately after the Parents’ 
Evening on 2nd September. At the AGM, The Annual Report was 

warmly received.  You will be receiving a copy of the annual report 
very soon. 

The next PC meeting will take place on Wednesday 30th 
September at 7pm in school.  As a parent of the school you are 
automatically a member of the parent forum and have a right to 

attend meetings.  You can of course raise any matter to be 
discussed by contacting a member of the parent council. 

 
 

AUTUMN FAIR  

Saturday 26th September, 2-4pm 

Come along and join us.  This is the main fundraiser for the PTA; 
last year it raised more than £3000.  Raffles, tombola, children’s 
craft, face painting, tattoos, toy and book stalls, home baking 
and drinks will all be on sale.   The P7’s have all been designing 
money spinning ideas; join them on the stage area.  All the 
children in the school have been beavering away making things 
to sell too. Please come along and support us.  We hope to 
spend some of the money on outdoor learning materials and 
numeracy resources. 

  

We are looking for donations for this year’s raffle & 

tombola, so if you have anything to donate contact  

Jen MacPherson (07808 069872) or Jo Ratcliffe (07712 

484062) 

 

 

OTHER PTA 
FUNDRAISERS 

 
www.micro-scooters.co.uk  
 If you are looking to buy a 

micro scooter for Birthdays or 
Christmas you can buy via the 

micro scooter web site and raise 
money for the school. 10% of 

every purchase goes to the PTA.  
Simply enter the following code 

when purchasing: 5552621 
 

Cash4Coins 
You can donate any left-over 
holiday currency, pre-Euro 

currency, old British and Irish 
money, pre-decimal money and 
even obsolete currency. Simply 
place currency in an envelope 
marked ‘Cash4Coins’ and hand 

into the School office. 
 
 

 
 
 

My Name Tags 
Name tags can be ordered at 

any time using the school code 
17969. To order go to 

www.mynametags.com. 
 

Easyfundraising 
You can fundraise for the PTA 
from the comfort of your own 
home every time you shop on-

line at absolutely no cost to you. 
There are over 2,000 retailers 

(including Amazon, Tesco Direct 
and eBay plus some you 

wouldn’t expect) and 100s of 
exclusive retailer voucher codes 

saving you money when you 
shop.easyfundraising.org.uk/cau

ses/aberladypta. 
 

 

Next Edition  

We hope to have input from our pupils and feature 

community news. If there are any items for inclusion or news 

you feel the community in Aberlady need to hear, let us know!  

Christmas Cards Fundraiser 

We are adopting the same practice as per the last few years 

with pupils’ individual art work being developed as personalised 

greetings cards. The company that we have chosen to go with 

again is Cauliflower Cards.  

Orders – based on the children’s artwork which will be 

worked on shortly – will need to be placed by Wednesday 14th 

October at the latest.  You’ll be able to view and process your 

child’s intended Christmas card design soon -details to follow 
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