
                             
 

 
 

Beetle Drive – many thanks! 
Thank you to all who once again came along to our Beetle Drive. It was very well attended as 
always and was a night of fierce competition, fun and much rattling of dice! We managed to raise 
£141.60 for the chosen charity (Mary‟s Meals for Malawi) and are particularly grateful to members of 
Aberlady PTA for their help with refreshments.  We have attached some photographs which capture 
the excitement in the school hall during the evening! 
 

           
 

                        
 
 

Parent Consultations – 9th & 11th March 
These have been very successfully executed over recent days and I am certain that you will have 
found the consultations useful. I should like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff for their 
extremely thorough preparations for these occasions. I should also like to express our very sincere 
thanks to the PTA members (and additional volunteers) for running such superb creche facilities and 
the Uniform Exchange throughout the period of parent consultations. Thanks, too, to Mrs Mair and 
Mrs Russell for managing the Book Fair throughout. We are going to consult with all of you, as 
members of Parent Forum, to establish how we might proceed in terms of a Book Fair. This time, 
the Book Fair was not particularly well supported and it may be that having it once in the year is 
sufficient or it may be that we need to think about changing our Book Fair provider. 
 

Date of next Parent Council Meeting 
The next meeting is due to take place this week on Wednesday 6th May at 7pm in the GP Room at 
school. All members of Parent Forum are welcome to attend. 
 

PARENTZONE      www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone 
Can we encourage you, if you haven‟t already checked out Parentzone, to try out the following link 
to enable you to keep in touch with learning and teaching issues in Scotland? We plan to make the 
link accessible from our school‟s website shortly. 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone


School lunch orders 
Can we please remind parents that school lunches should be ordered and paid for on a Monday, 
using the sticker system. As our kitchen staff have only until 10am on a Monday morning to take in 
the lunch orders, it is particularly important that we receive all orders for the week by then.  If you 
require further supplies of stickers, please advise the school office. Obviously, if your child is absent 
on a Monday, exceptionally their order will be taken on their return. Many thanks for your help with 
this.   
 

A message from P3/4 and P4/5 written by Esther Thomson 
New show in town! 

Aberlady Primary School P3/4 & P4/5 pupils are doing a show about the last Monster in Scotland. 
Please come to Aberlady Community Hall to see this amazing show.  Put these dates in your diary – 
Friday 27th March at 9.15am (Dress Rehearsal to the rest of school) and Monday 30th March at 
6.00pm (Main Performance).  It will be for all ages and it includes lots of characters – Luke Albright, 
Reporter and lots more.  So come along and have fun with us! 
 

Programme of Teacher : pupil consultations 
This term all pupils have taken part in a teacher:pupil consultation where 1:1 time has been provided 
so that views can be shared, Learning & Teaching issues discussed and targets set, where 
appropriate. This sits firmly in line with Curriculum for Excellence, in terms of Pupil Voice and in 
support of Personalisation & Choice. There will be at least one further opportunity for this expression 
of Pupil Voice in this summer term, in advance of end-of-year reports being completed. 
 

Eco Week 
This year we plan to have our Eco Week between Tuesday 5th and Friday 8th May.  The Eco-
committee are busy planning fun games and activities to be held throughout the week and we would 
hope, if the weather is kind, to have a family picnic one day at lunch time – probably Wednesday.  
Watch this space for further information from the Eco-Committee 
 

Primary 4 Swimming – Summer term 
Primary 4 pupils will start their swimming block on the first Tuesday back after Easter (21st April) 
and this group will have a swimming lesson every Tuesday thereafter for 10 weeks. The pupils need 
to be in the pool for 9.15am, therefore the bus has to leave school at 8.45am prompt. Please 
ensure your child is at school by this time. It would also save time at the pool if children could come 
to school dressed in their swimwear under their school clothes. Tracksuit bottoms will be permitted 
on swimming days for ease of changing. Pupils are accompanied by Mrs Donaldson, our General 
Auxiliary. 
 

Session 15/16 - Projected pupil numbers 
Accepting that there may be some pupil departures about which we have yet to have notice, at 
present, our likely pupil numbers at each stage for session 15/16 will be a P1/2, P2/3, P4, P5, P6 
and P7. This is a marked change from our current position and makes it easy to think of the school 
in terms of infant classes and junior stages. As I know you would expect, our class teachers will be 
very focused on the smoothest possible transfer of pupil data at June handover meetings. 
 

A note from the PTA 
Back by popular demand Freeze Pop Fridays will return after the Easter break so, if your child wants 
to take part, don't forget to remind them to bring along some change.  Also, if you have any old or 
unwanted foreign currency, please remember it can be used to raise funds for the school.  Simply 
place it in a sealed envelope marked 'Cash4Coins' and hand it in to the school office. Thank you! 
 

Dragons come to Aberlady Primary! 
Aberlady PTA has organised a Dragon‟s Den for our school which will take place on Tuesday 31st 
March (in the School Hall) between 9am and 10.40am. The PTA has £1000 to be spent on a range 
of pupil-led ideas, hopefully in the summer term. Pupils have been asked to gather their ideas 
together in their classes. Each class has been invited to select their best/likely to be most successful 
idea and the individual/group to pitch to the dragons. On the day, there is the possibility of the class 
coming along – to sit at the back of the room encouraging the presenter(s). Every class from N to 
P6/7 is encouraged to get involved, with older classes possibly helping younger classes, where 
appropriate, with their pitch. Each presenter is asked to send to the School Office by Fri 27th March 
an A4 poster advertising their idea. Dragons are Mrs Bradley, Mrs Usher, Mr Gilhooly & Mr Guild. 



FREE Cycle Training for parents 
To promote safer cycling and to encourage more children to cycle on the roads, East Lothian is 
offering to provide training sessions for adults who would like to support their local school in the 
delivery of cycle training. 
The „Cycle Training Assistant‟ course will enable you to deliver cycle training for Bikeability Levels 1 
and 2. This is a one-day course (6 hours). Martyn Pegg (Outdoor Education) is prepared to offer the 
training course as a 1 day course or a course run over 3 days (2 hours per day).  The time and 
date(s) of the course will be dependent on the cohort of participants. To run the training course there 
must be a minimum number of 5 trainees.  
You can find further details at: http://www.bikeabilityscotland.org 
If you are interested in taking part in the Cycle Training Assistant course then please contact: 
Carn Peaston (Principal Teacher) aberlady.ps@aberlady.elcschool.org.uk or make contact with 

Martyn Pegg (Outdoor Education Officer) 0131 6535217  mpegg@elcschool.org.uk  
 

Visiting Teachers from The Netherlands 
A small group of elementary school principals from Holland who are visiting Scotland to learn 
something of our education system are hoping to come to Aberlady Primary to experience the 
village school climate. The dates of their visit are 21/22/23 April. The group visiting would be 
comprised of 3-6 members and they will be with us for the morning of each day only. (The full group 
of Dutch delegates has 27 members but they will be distributed across a number of other schools. 
The composition of the group will change daily to ensure an across-the-board experience for all.) 
Members of the study visit are hoping to see how classrooms operate and would hope to be able to 
be interactive with the pupils during their normal school work. All are English speakers. They will 
have an introductory talk with me and will hope to continue their discussions with class teachers 
should opportunities arise in the classroom context and/or at break time. 
The visit schedule has been approved by the Head of Education, Darrin Nightingale.  
 

Message from Darrin Nightingale, Head of Education 
Dear Parent/Carer 
The Scottish Government is currently consulting on detailed guidance that supports parts of the 
Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014.    This Act is a new law that will give children, 
young people and their families extra support and will encourage everyone to talk about children‟s 
wellbeing using the same words.   The consultation on the guidance is due to run until 1 May, 
2015.    It is mainly aimed at the people who support your child – including parents‟ organisations – 
but individual parents are welcome to get involved if they wish.   You can take part in the 
consultation via this link: http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/02/1851 
A short leaflet has been produced about the consultation, inviting parents to get involved if they wish 
and letting them know a bit more about GIRFEC and the Act.  
The leaflet is available as a pdf on The Scottish Government‟s  website 
Link to leaflet pdf:    http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0046/00469648.pdf  
The Scottish Government are planning further information and communications with parents over 
the next year running up to implementation of the GIRFEC (Getting It Right For Every Child) 
provisions of the Act and we will let you know about these in due course. 
 

Notes from outside agencies 
 

ADVERT - East Lothian Dragons Skills Academy 
East Lothian Dragons are affiliated to Basketball Scotland and enter competitive teams representing 
East Lothian in the regional development league and other basketball Scotland Tournaments. The 
skills sessions currently running in North Berwick sports centre (Fridays 12.45-3.30pm) are for boys 
P3-P7 and they are proving extremely  popular - with some age groups already at capacity. 
However, we do have spaces at several age groups and looking to open another skills academy 
shortly which will have spaces at all age groups. All boys are welcome, as we can cater for mixed 
ability. We will take the most experienced players to competitive tournaments and develop the less 
experienced with local friendly games and junior jams which will prepare them for competition. 
The skills Academy offers basketball players of all age groups and skill level the opportunity to have 
fun whilst developing their individual basketball skills. The Skills Academy currently offers boys 
training sessions that are designed to teach the fundamental individual skills needed to compete 
and the success is shown by our boys currently placed third in the regional league behind Stirling 
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and Wolves. We have also qualified for the national challenge in June which brings together top 
teams from across Scotland in a tournament which will determine the top team in Scotland! 
If you are interested in your child attending, could you please email ALLPOJE@SKY.COM and I will 
be happy to take details and let you know if space is available at this time and, if not, when we 
anticipate starting additional sessions. 
Our Girls Coach is Norma Gaynor. The girls train out of Dunbar Grammar School. Norma is 
specifically looking to form a new U10s girls‟ squad to defend the title the girls won last year ie Top 
team in Scotland and current National champions! If you have a daughter born in 2005 (P5/6) who is 
wanting to try out for the squad, please email me and I will collate your information and pass to 
Norma so she can arrange a trial session for your daughter. 
 

Please come and try out INSANITY LIVE® at Aberlady Community Hall Mondays at 7:20pm 
This successful fitness class is a revolutionary, cardio-based, total body-conditioning programme! 
This calorie torching, shirt-soaking workout is based on the principles of MAX Interval Training, and 
you‟ll be ripping through the most heart-pumping, muscle shredding, sweat dripping, high-intensity 
cardio workout ever to find out what you‟re really made of. It is designed to provide you a safe, 
challenging and results-driven workout with no equipment necessary. 
Each class lasts 40 minutes and costs £5. Please check out our 
website http://eastcoastfitnessuk.wordpress.com/ . 
 
Celebrations, Achievements and Good Wishes 

 
 
Congratulations go to our 4 pupils from P7 who were the Aberlady 
Team in the recent North Berwick Rotary Club Cluster Quiz.  We 
are delighted to announce that our school won the competition for 
the second year running and, as winners, the school is looking 
forward to hosting the event again next year.  Well done to this 
year‟s representatives Bella Bradley, Alex Jardine, Georgia 
Rafferty and Griffin Wright. 
 

 
Well done also must go to our Euroquiz Team of P6 pupils who attended the annual event at Loretto 
School in Musselburgh.  We were represented by Angus Blacklock, Marcia Callander, Izzy 
Ratcliffe and Jack Verrall.  The competition was very hard but our team managed to gain a very 
respectable 4th place.  Well done to our team! 
 

 
Congratulations to the Jog Club who ran in their 
onesies on Wednesday 11th March and raised 
£44.00.  This will be put towards our whole school 
total for Comic Relief. 
If any (P2 – P7) pupils would like to join Jog Club 
they are more than welcome. Also if any parents 
want to help out they are also more than welcome 
to come along. Contact Stuart Donnelly or Gordon 
Allan or leave your name and details at the school 
office and we will be in touch.”   

 
Congratulations also to Marcia Callander (P6) who 

recently passed her Grade 3 ballet exam with Distinction and to Elena Callander (P4) for passing 
her Grade 1 ballet exam also with Distinction.  Well done girls, both great achievements! 
 
Good luck to all our pupils in P1/2 and P2/3 (and their teachers) who are soon to host two social 
occasions. P1/2 are planning a French Café in school on the afternoon of Tuesday 31st March and 
P2/3 are having a Daffodil Tea next week. There are a lot of very excited pupils preparing for these 
events. 
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And to all our talented and creative performers in P3/4 and P4/5 (and their teachers) we say “Good 
Luck” for the show! 
 
Message from our Junior Road Safety Officers 
Please, please, please can we remind parents, carers and family members that we need some 
drivers to take more care and to show more respect for walking pupils when dropping off children for 
school. Too many people are parking close to our crossing places (especially those marked as 
numbers 4 and 5 on this map) and this makes crossing the roads dangerous. We are going to ask 
our Community Police Officer to get involved very soon and help us to make things safer for 
everyone. 
 

 
The recommended road crossing points for our pupils are marked on the map by a red dot. 

The recommended Park and Stride points are denoted by a grey box. 
 
 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Wednesday 25th  2pm P2/3 Daffodil Tea 
Thursday 26th   Thriving Thursday 
Friday 27th   9.30am P3/4 and P4/5 performance to school in Community Hall 
Monday 30th    6.00pm P3/4 and P4/5 show in Community Hall 
Tuesday 31st   9.00am PTA Dragons Den 
    pm P1/2 French Café Event in school hall 
Wednesday 1st April  P3 Football Festival at NBHS 
    Pupils break for Easter holidays 
Thursday 2nd    Staff in-Service then break for holidays 
Monday 20th    All resume 
Thursday 23rd   Thriving Thursday 
Mon 27th – Fri 1st May  P7 Camp – Dounans, Aberfoyle 
 
 
Best wishes for a happy Spring Break to all associated with Aberlady Primary School! 
 
 
Patsy I’Anson 
Head Teacher 


