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School Photographer 
Our school photographer will be with us 

again on Tuesday 24th January at 1.15pm 

to take class photographs.  P1—P7 and  

nursery pm groups will be  taken by our 

photographer,  however the nursery am 

group will have a photograph taken at     

another time by our nursery 

staff who will make this  

available to parents. 

Headteacher: Mrs Pam Currie 

Email: aberlady.ps@aberlady.elcschool.org.uk 

 Website:  www.edubuzz.org/aberlady 

Telephone : 01875 870 232  

For the last couple of months, as a staff we have 

been researching and reading about how to       

support pupils to increase their vocabulary skills. 

Why? 

Vocabulary levels are strong predictors for later 

literacy skills. Without good vocabulary children 

struggle to understand what they are taught, to 

express how they feel, manage social situations 

and resolve conflicts.  For a child to be a proficient 

reader they need to be able to decode words but 

also have to be able to attach meaning to those 

words.  To be a successful writer they need to be 

able to command a rich variety of words.  A whole 

school approach supports children with individual 

needs and promotes learning for the more able.   

 

 

WHAT PRINCIPLES WILL WE FOLLOW? 

1. Create Word Aware Environment 

2. Explicit Teaching of Words 

3. Strategies to Support independent learning 

4. Enjoyment of words 

Every class, including the nursery, will have an          

increased focus on vocabulary with word walls, word of 

the day, teaching of vocabulary and word games. 

Parental Support 

1. Encourage use of vocabulary section in      

yellow reading records, help your child to 

record and discuss new words that arise in 

their reading and at home. 

2. Encourage reading aloud and reading times, 

even for great readers 

 

Further information will be  

e-mailed home. 

 

Scottish Week 

30th Jan– 3rd Feb 

We will be focusing most of 

our learning for this week on 

all things Scottish with a 

particular focus on: Scottish 

poetry, vocabulary and local 

food. 

Word Aware - Increasing Vocabulary Skills  



 This term Nursery are learning about transport, our sens-

es and will look at how to care for a baby later in the term.   

P1 are busy finding out about the five senses.  They have 

set up an optician in the role play area and are planning to 

sponsor a guide dog puppy!  The children have also be-

come “Word Aware”.  They listen out for interesting words 

and words that are fun.  Then they collect things for the 

“Word Aware” table which help them understand the 

meanings of the words.  The boys and girls try to use their 

new words as often as possible! 

In P2/3 this term we have started investigating     magnets 

and their properties and we will soon be finding out about 

electricity and how to make a     simple circuit. Later in the 

term we shall be using what we have learned to design our 

own games. We are also starting to collect new words for 

our word wall that we can use to make our writing more        

interesting. 

P3/4 have just started their topic for this term which is 
‘Electricity’. We can’t wait to do lots of scientific experi-
ments! We are also very lucky to be getting four outdoor 
football sessions from Active Schools over the next few 
months before the Primary 3’s head to a football festival in 
March.  

P5 have been continuing with their novel study  
on “Wonder” and are enjoying discussing the 
characters as they learn the story from their 
different points of view. They have been learning 
more about the wonderful Google Apps and cre-
ated 1 document all together! We will be learn-
ing about Scratch animation soon and starting 
our Egyptians topic. 

P6 are about to embark on an exciting film pro-
ject using live footage of birds filmed in the 
school grounds.  We are currently taking part in 
Hip Hop dance workshops and going to visit a 
performance at the Brunton       Theatre. 

P7 are currently involved in finding the answers 
to 'What are skills?' and 'What are qualities?' and 
each pupil is extracting from the findings, skills 
and qualities that are pertinent to themselves. In 
conjunction with the personal reflection learning 
experiences the pupils are busily planning their 
enterprise adventures that support their village 
study 'Aberlady'. If you feel you, or someone you 
know, could offer areas of support in either 
'Enterprise Education' or 'Aberlady Village', 
please contact the school office as P7 would like 
to work with you. 

 

 

What’s happening in school— 
Page 2 Aberlady Primary School Newsletter 

Gala News 
Thank you to the Gala Committee who      

donated £1500 to school funds.  We have 

used this to purchase new library furniture 

and to spruce this area up.  We have also 

increased our PA equipment which will make 

shows and events so much easier. Thank you 

to the Gala Committee. 

Every pupil in nursery or school will be     

designing a pennant over the next couple of 

weeks as part of a gala completion to design 

new bunting.  One pupil from every year 

stage (N, P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6, P7) will be 

chosen and their design will be used  to    

create the bunting. 

Playpod Responsibility Group Review 
Our Playpod responsibility group is now working hard to 
maintain stocks of “junk” and keep the Playpod tidy and 
safe as we begin this New Year. 
Sadly our December meeting was somewhat different 
due to the unforeseen circumstances of not being able to 
access the Playpod whilst building work was being carried 
out on the shelter.  However, we managed to fill our time 
by making beautiful Christmas decorations for the hall.  
Our plans for the coming months are to create artwork to 
brighten up the Playpod and to continue with the     
checking/tidying.  We may also make some posters     
suggesting ideas for children who have junk at playtime 
that they don’t know what to do with. 
Huge thanks go out to everyone who has donated junk to 
our school Playpod, we very much appreciate your        
on-going support as the children have so much fun       
creating imaginative stories/settings with the simplest of 
items.   Mrs J, Mrs Donaldson and the Playpod             
Responsibility Group. 

mailto:'@Aberlady


Congratulations to Cameron Lee P5 who represented Aberlady 
Primary School at the East Lothian Primary Schools Badminton 
Singles Championships, Cameron was the Group B winner in the 
competition which took place in North Berwick Sports Centre on 
December 16.  Well done Cameron on this great achievement. 
 
Well Done to Harris Perry (P2/3) who has qualified to train with a 
Midlothian Gymnastics team, a great achievement.  Lots of hard 
work and training still to do now! 

Foster Carers required 
East Lothian Council urgently need new    

foster carers .  Fostering with East Lothian 

Council means great support, great training 

and a good financial package. More            

importantly, as part of our fostering team, 

you’ll be doing something fantastic- helping 

children and young people from East Lothian 

to stay in East Lothian, close to the people 

that are important to them - helping them 

to feel safe, loved and nurtured in your 

home.  Do this for East Lothian children in 

need. Foster East Lothian!  

To find out more phone us on 01620 827 

643 or visit East Lothian Council’s fostering 

web site at 

www.eastlothian.gov.uk/

fostering  

Celebration of Achievements 

PTA 
It’s been another busy year for our PTA.  A massive 

thank you to everyone who has supported the      

committee to help us raise an amazing £5,500 which 

has: 

 Purchased an incredible 12 laptops – with 6 

more on order 

 Provided a subsidy for every pupil towards 

school trips. 

 Paid for a nursery event currently being 

planned 

 Purchased a new picnic table . 

The PTA runs in partnership with our school helping 

us to purchase items that we otherwise wouldn’t be 

able to afford.  Items bought will benefit every   

single child in the school.  

And this year we have plenty more planned.  First up 

is the BINGO afternoon on Saturday 5th Feb.  There 

are also regular ongoing fundraising activities: 

 Donate your unused foreign currency in the 

bucket in the school foyer 

 Purchase microscooters by using the school 

code 552621 

 Buy items from mynametags.com using school 

code 17969 

 Wherever possible buy items through        

easyfundraising.co.uk supporting Aberlady Pri-

mary School PTA 

Every little helps and it really all does add up! 
The PTA are always looking for people to support 

activities.  You’ll be assured of a warm welcome at 

any of the regular meetings, or you can help at one 

or more of the events planned throughout the year.  

Contact Jen MacPherson, Alison Walker or Kirsty 

Usher for more info on how to get involved. 
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Staffing News 
We have welcomed Mrs. Paula Aitken to the 

team as a playground and dining room            

supervisor.  We also welcome Mrs. Isla Perry 

who has joined us as a catering assistant.  Mrs. 

Perry was thrown in at the deep end with her 

1st day being the Christmas lunch.  We are    

delighted to have these ladies who 

are already proving to be assets to 

the team. 

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/fostering
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We are still getting reports of headlice within 
school.  Please be diligent and regularly 
check your child’s hair.  Advice re treat-

ment can be found at  
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/

Pages/Treatment.aspx 

Headteacher drop in: every Thursday 
9-10am 

Twitter:  follow @Aberlady Primary 
P5, P6, P7 and the nursery have their own 
twitter feed too and can be found : 
@aberladynursery 
@P5Aberlady 
@P7Aberlday 
@P6Aberlady 

See our updated school handbook        
on-line in digital format: 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/
school-documents/  

Headlice 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
Community Page: We have created a          

community page on the blog,  where we 
will post items that we are asked to         
circulate to parents from our community 
partners.  This will hopefully reduce the 
amount of e-mails we are sending out, 
keeping that channel of communication 
for school related items. 

Documents Page: On this page we post 
school documents , particularly recently 
updated ones.  Documents posted      
recently are: composite classes good 
practice and our wet weather policy. 

 
 

Sunday 5th February,  
1pm to 4pm 

For tickets please contact: Alison Walker on 07825 395801 or Jen MacPherson on 
07808 069872 or return ticket slip that was sent home this week to the school   

office. 
£5 for adults £2.50 for children 

Aberlady Community Hall 

Aberlady PTA  - Family Bingo Fun 

Help with Committees 

We are still looking for parental involvement with the follow-

ing responsibility groups: 

Charity Committee 

Learning Group 

Pupil Council 

Fix-it Crew 

Playpod Group 

Groups are usually held once a month on a Friday morning 

from 11.15am to 12 noon.  If you feel you could help with any 

of the above groups, please contact Mrs Mair in the school 

office. 

Fruity Days 

Tuesday and Thursday 

Our Health Committee have     

recently survey the school and 

have agreed that we would like 

to strongly encourage children to 

bring a piece of 

fruit for a snack 

on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays. 

We hope you 

will be able to                      

support  this. 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/
http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/


Dates for your Diary this Term 

Monday 30th January PGDE Student (Miss Ferguson) starting in P5  till 3rd March 

Tuesday 24th P2/3 and P3/4  football taster session (for the next 3 TUESDAYS) 

 pm—school photographer in to take class groups 

Thursday 26th am Pudsey Bear visiting school 

 pm Antibullying Policy consultation for parents 2.45—3.15pm 

 P6 visit to Brunton Theatre re Hip Hop Workshop 

Monday 30th January  Scottish Week Starts 

Tuesday 31st P2/3 and P3/4  football taster session 

Friday 3rd February 11.15am Responsibility Groups 

Sunday 5th PTA Fundraiser— Bingo Night 

Tuesday 7th P2/3 and P3/4 football taster session 

Wednesday 8th Nursery pre-school Pre-vision checks 

Friday 10th  Rachel Hamilton MSP visiting assembly 

 All break for half-term holiday 

Monday 20th February In-Service Day 

Tuesday 21st February Pupils return 

Monday 6th March  PGDE Student (Miss Hart) starting in P6 for 4 weeks 

 PTA Meeting 7.30pm Old Aberlady Inn 

Wednesday 15th March  Parent Council 7pm in coffee room, Aberlady School 

Monday 20th March  Parent Consultations P1-7 and Support for Learning 4-6pm 

Wednesday 22nd March Parent Consultations Nursery—P7 4-7pm 

Tuesday 28th March  P2-4 Easter Show—day rehearsal—community welcome 

Wednesday 29th March P2-4 Easter Show—evening performance 

Friday 31st March All break for Easter holidays 
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