
 
“We Learn to Be Wise” 

Building works update 
We hope to have our mobile unit returned to 

us on Friday 18th November.   
It will function as a storage  space, meeting 

room and specialist base.  We are 
desperately looking forward to using this 

space again. 
The P6 classroom and office spaces have also 

been redecorated recently. 
Our non-fiction library will be decluttered 

and spruced up with new titles and furniture 
which will be bought from a generous 

donation from the gala committee. 
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School Photographer 

Tempest photography were in school on 8th November tak-
ing family group photographs.  If you have not yet returned 
your proof and you wish to order, please do so by Friday 18th 
November. After this date any orders received will unfortu-
nately have to be returned to you to post to Tempest your-
self. This will incur a small surcharge. 

Headteacher: Mrs Pam Currie 

Email: aberlady.ps@aberlady.elcschool.org.uk 

 Website:  www.edubuzz.org/aberlady 

Telephone : 01875 870 232 

VISION and VALUES 

 

VALUES 

We started this session by consulting families and staff about which values should be at the heart of 

Aberlady Primary.  The two words that people felt should drive Aberlady were “kindness” and 

“respect”, very noble qualities.  Team work, collaboration, partnership and working together also fea-

tured strongly so we are going to use the word “co-operation” to sum up this theme. Therefore our 

three main values which we aim will underpin our actions and words are: kindness, respect and co-

operation.  Over the  coming months we will further explore and explicitly teach around these values 

in school.  As a staff they will be at the forefront of our mind in our policies, planning  and everyday 

working in  school.   
 

OUR VISION 

We have tried to put into words our desire or dream for all at Aberlady Primary School…... 

“We see a school that is a thriving, vibrant learning community where potential is realised and nurtured 

through partnerships.  We see a school where every person is highly prized and treated as an individual 

with kindness and dignity.  We see a school that is dedicated to the highest levels of achievement and 

attainment, where we use our talents, skills, abilities and energies to affect those around us, locally and 

globally ,because we know we can make a difference.  We see a school that is constantly innovative: 

that equips, supports and empowers this generation for the future, where leadership capacity is en-

couraged.  We see a school where everyone can belong. This is Aberlady Primary School.” 

New Reading Records 

On Monday 14th November all P1-P7 pupils were issued with a 
new reading record and a covering letter.  Pupils will bring the 
record home each day, and it should be returned to school the 
next morning.  We are having a big push on      reading at home 
instead of other home work in the run up to Christmas.  We 
encourage all to read a little everyday. 



Google Expeditions: We were fortunate to secure Google’s 
support to allow some of our classes the opportunity to take 
an expedition to India and even their own digestive systems.  
Pupil engagement was high and brought class topics to life. 

Hooked on Books: All things reading took place 2 weeks ago.  
Check out the blog for some of the goings on.  One highlight 
was the “Drop and Read”  time when music cued everyone to 
take 15 minutes to read for pleasure.  Thank  you to our    
parents and grandparents who supported the event by    
sharing their own books and how reading is needed in their 
workplace. This aspect is part of our  plan to meet the 
“Developing Young Workforce” part of the curriculum. 

Bikeability : Under the guidance of Mrs Peaston P6 have had 
the chance to take part in the bikeability programme which 
trains children to cycle safely and unaccompanied on roads.  
Thank you to Mrs Mason and Mo DeMowbry for their help 
and contributions. 

Sustainability Event: On 11th November, the school hosted a 
“Climate Friendly Aberlady” event.  We heard about ways in 
which we can reduce our carbon footprint and increase our 
handprint  in making a difference.  At      assembly we were 
encouraged to think about ways as a school we could be 
more involved. The top of the agenda for our sustainability 
group is encouraging us to take our REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 
further.  I also believe  quite a few turned up to see Dr Bike 

for a free bike check and  MOT. 

Foodbank: Thank you to everyone who gave a    
generous donations to the foodbank.  Some of our 
charity committee took the food to the distribution 
center and saw first hand the work that goes on 
behind the East Lothian charity. 

P7 Sports Leaders: Some  of our P7 pupils             
volunteered themselves to  be trained as sports 
leaders by Paul Lavery our Active Schools Co-
ordinator.  They have been trained to lead multi 
sport games.  As of this week P2-5 on a Monday or 
Wednesday can sign up for a 4 week block of 
games during lunch time break.  It is good to see 
pupils taking responsibility and kindly giving up a 
part of their break to make playtime an even better 
experience. 

Archaeology Feast: We were invited to take to the 
streets at the end of October in an Anglo –Saxon 
celebration.  After the torch light procession, we 
enjoyed entering the recreated Anglo Saxon hall 
which was beautifully decorated with banners  
made by P5-7 pupils.  We heard music from the 
Lamphouse Music Project which a few of our pupils 
took part in over the October holidays, heard about 
the history of Aberlady and enjoyed the feasting.  A 
lovely end to the community project. 

 

What’s happening in school— 
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EASY FUNDRAISING  

easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
aberladypta. 

If you use this link while doing your         
on-line shopping the PTA gets  kick back 

which in turns supports the school.  Using 
this site adds no additional cost to you but 
all these little extras add up and helps the 

school.  Remember to use when doing 
your Christmas shopping  

Nursery/P1 Christmas Nativity— 

The Tiptoe Nativity 

This year we have organised our shows throughout the 
year in line with Curriculum for Excellence learning levels.  

This means that  P2-4 will take part in an  Easter show 
and our Nursery and P1 pupils will perform together the 
nativity.  We felt that rehearsals everyday in the church 
would be too overwhelming for our  youngest pupils so 
we are accommodating this special performance in the 
school hall. Parents and carers are invited to perfor-
mances on the Tuesday 13th or    Wednesday 14th, 
both at 9.45am.  Rehearsals are well underway and 

despite it still being November, it is making the 
school very  Christmassy!  



Congratulations to Grace and Lotte Gilhooley, Amy Easson and Evie Drysdale who 
were competing in the 'East Lothian and Borders Schools' swimming competition on 

Sunday 6th November with their swim team for Aberlady Primary. They did them-
selves and the school proud - coming second in the relay. Personal bests all round.  

Well done girls, a great achievement! 
 
 
 
 

 
We would like to publically thank Mrs Mair and Mrs Russell for supporting a 
few of our trips recently by arranging, collecting and driving minibuses to 
allow us to take part in trips.  This isn’t part of their everyday job and we 
really do appreciate their flexibility and positive attitude to help give our    
pupils superb learning experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Each week in assembly we celebrate achievements made in school, at home or in 

the community.  In      particular we celebrate the effort that pupils have put in to make these achievements 
possible.  Staff and  pupils also have the opportunity to share their work on our “Something to Shout About 
Board”.  This board doesn't just celebrate the good looking finished articles, these are good too,  but we also 
like to shout about pupils and staff who have worked hard and have been practising something or have been 
trying hard and aren't quite there yet but the effort is hugely commendable. 

 

 

Christmas Arrangements 
 

Christmas Lunch, Panto at the Brunton,  N &P1 
Nativity  

Letters will be coming home shortly. Dates are on 
the diary sheet at the back of the newsletter. 

Parties – See dates on diary sheet.  P1-7   parties 
will be held in the afternoon in school.  Pupils can 

bring clothes to change into at lunch time or pupils 
may also go home for lunch and be changed there.  
Please let us know if your child will be going home.  

Nursery joint party will be on the last Thursday 
morning with no afternoon  nursery. 

Christmas Service – P1-7 pupils will be attending 
this service.  There will be carols, stories and P1 
will perform one of their nativity songs. Parents 
and carers are welcome to join us in Aberlady 

Church.  Time to be confirmed shortly. 

 

 

Celebration of Achievements 

 

 

PTA 
We want to say a HUGE thank you to our PTA who 
work throughout the year behind the scenes.  This 
year their contributions have enabled us to buy: 
 6 laptops 
 An interactive whiteboard (one class has 

never had one) 
 Subsidise a trip to the panto 
 Subsidise class trips for every pupil 
Thank you to Miss Salmon, the staff, PTA reps and 
to all our families and communities who generous-
ly donate, we are a well  resourced school thanks 
to all the support we receive. 
 
NEXT PTA MEETING: AGM in the school coffee 
room on Wednesday 23rd November at 7.30pm. 
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We are still getting reports of headlice within 
school.  Please be diligent and regularly check 
your child’s hair.  Advice re treatment can be 

found at  
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/

Treatment.aspx 

Headteacher drop in: every Thursday 
9-10am 

www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/This  

is updated regularly by staff and 

pupils with great examples of 

pupil learning. You can sign up to 

get updates, these come as 

weekly e-mail, well worth doing 

to save you remembering to go to 

the website. 

Twitter:  follow @Aberlady Primary 
  
 
 

See our updated school handbook on-
line in digital format: 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/
school-documents/  

Headlice 

Examples from the School Blog 

P6 Get New WHITEBOARD 

On Monday the 7th of November P6 got a new touchscreen whiteboard! This was a very exciting day 
for P6 because they also experienced the amazing Google expeditions  virtual reality. This super 

whiteboard will also allow  you to see what your doing on a small computer by linking up the comput-
er with the whiteboard. P6 would like to thank the PTA for buying this amazing whiteboard.  

By Jackson Gray P6 and Etienne Bouglet P2/3 
 

POPPY DAY  
Today Aberlady Primary held a 1 minute silence to remember the first world war (and indeed all those 

involved with conflicts) soldiers who went to fight and give the ultimate sacrifice. The poppy was to 
remember battlefield where blood will be shed. Many parents may also hold a 1 minute silence to re-

member those who died. 
By Minke Mackenzie P2/3 and Jamie McKenna P6 

 

Please note that the school car park is out of bounds to 
pupils.  If you are leaving the school grounds 
at the front of the building, can we please 
ask that parents make sure children use the 
path provided and do not  enter or leave 
through the double gates or hide behind cars. 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/
http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/


Dates for your Diary this Term 

Monday 14th November Parent Consultations P1-7 4.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 15th November P1 and P7 dental checks 

Wednesday 16th November Parent Consultations P1-7 4.00—6.00pm    & Nursery 3.00 -6.00pm 

Wednesday 16th November Parent Council 7.00pm 

Friday 18th November Dress Down Day—Silly Socks and bake sale 

Tuesday 22nd November P7 visit to NBHS Science Labs 

Wednesday 23rd November Wonderful Wednesday (Nursery AM & P1) 

Wednesday 23rd November 7.30pm PTA AGM in School coffee room 

Friday 25th November Fabulous Friday (P2-P7) 

Wednesday 30th November P7 visit to NBHS for Concert— Cluster Ceilidh in the evening 

Friday 2nd December Responsibility Groups 11.15am 

Tuesday 6th December Zoo Panda Workshops in school for P2/3 

Monday 12th December N and P1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal—for school pupils 

Tuesday 13th December  N and P1 Nativity—in school hall at 9.45am (see separate letter for tickets) 

Wednesday 14th December N and P1 Nativity—in school hall at 9.45am (see separate letter for tickets) 

Thursday 15th December P1-7 Christmas Lunch—separate booking forms 

Friday 16th December P1-P7 visit to Brunton theatre for Panto 

Monday 19th December P7 Christmas Party 

Tuesday 20th December  P5 & P6 Christmas Party 

Wednesday 21st December P2/3 &P3/4 Christmas Party 

Thursday 22nd December P1 Christmas Party 

Thursday 22nd December P1-7 Christmas Service in Church 9.30am—parents welcome 

Thursday 22nd December Joint Nursery AM & PM Christmas Party in morning, no afternoon nursery 

Thursday 22nd December School closes at normal times for Christmas holidays 

Friday 23rd December School closed 

Monday 9th January 2017 Pupils and Staff resume 
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