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Primary 1 Class Photo 

Our Primary 1’s have recently had their photograph taken to star 
in the Primary 1 Souvenir Issue of  the East Lothian Courier.  We 
will not be purchasing copies through the school this year but 
have been advised that it is available to buy at your local newsa-
gent on Thursday 22nd September. 

Headteacher: Mrs Pam Currie 

Email: aberlady.ps@aberlady.elcschool.org.uk 

 Website:  www.edubuzz.org/aberlady 

Telephone : 01875 870 232 

I’m sure you will all agree that our new windows are 
a great improvement to the outside look of the 
school and we are looking forward to being cosy and 
draft free inside this winter.  Our windows came with 
blinds as part of the building project.  We have made 
use of our lovely curtains in other areas of the build-
ing.  Work on our mobile classroom floor is also now 
underway and we are hoping to have this handed 
back to us for use again by the October holidays.  
Our Primary 6 classroom and Mrs Mair’s office are 
also due to be painted during this holiday.  

Curriculum Evening/Meet the Teacher 

Thank you to those who attended our recent event, we had a 90% turn out of 
parents.  Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive and encouraging with a few 
pointers of what we could do to make it more effective if we were to run it again.  
Staff really appreciated the informal setting and particularly appreciated how the 
pupils were able to share their environment and areas with you. The aim was to 
allow you an opportunity to better understand Aberlady Primary and where and 

how your child learns. 

I also had the opportunity to share about “learning Journals” and how we hope 
these will provide a better picture of how well your child is achieving.  The presenta-
tion has been posted on the school website under “School Documents”, if you wish 

further information , please get in touch.   

Pick Up  

We use our playground in many 

ways to deliver a great          

curriculum.  PE is often          

delivered outside with       

equipment flying in different 

directions! Please can I           

encourage you to wait at the 

side of the playground near to 

the benches to allow staff and 

pupils the use 

of the other 

areas.  Thank 

you. 

 School Assemblies 

Assemblies will be held on Friday mornings except once a month 
when it will be on a Monday morning to allow our preschool nursery 
pupils to attend.   

Autumn Fair 

You will have had your ‘Save the Date’ text and will soon receive further information about this huge event 
in the life of Aberlady School.  This is the PTA’s biggest fundraiser of the year.  Together we are hoping to raise 

enough funds for an Interactive Whiteboard and 6 further notepads.  Digital Technology is becoming even more 
integral to our teaching and learning, so this is an area of need.  The PTA  hope to subsidise the cost of trips too. 

What can you do? 

Donate: raffle, tombola, bric a brac, home baking 

Help out at the Autumn Fair , set up or clear away 

Come along and spend you cash and enjoy a super social occasion 

Buy your child's craft– every child from nursery to P7 are making items to sell 
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Nursery  children have been learning 
about new routines and golden rules.  

We welcome our afternoon children to 

Aberlady Primary. 

P1 have settled very well into the 

school routines.  The children have 
started planning their first topic called 

“How We Learn” and they have already 

made a beautiful wall display of their 
learning journey along the “yellow brick 

road”.  They have decided that the best 
way to learn is to use their brain, do 

lots of activities and have fun! 

P2/3  Everyone has settled in well and 
we have had fun so far! We started the 

term with a book study on 'The   

Mousehole Cat' which the class really 
enjoyed - and produced some        

wonderful independent writing with 
their own versions of the story. Along 

with the rest of the school we have 
been thinking about what values we 

feel are important and we have made 

some rules for our classroom based on 
these. We are now ready to begin our 

Human Body topic and the class are 
busy deciding what we already know 

and what we want to learn. Next week 

we are heading out of school to collect 
wild flower seeds to plant in the    

meadow. I am sure we are going to 
have a great term. 

P3/4 have just completed a book study 

as a class of Roald Dahl’s The BFG, 
which the children really seemed to 

enjoy. There were lots of opportuni-
ties for some rich interdisciplinary   

learning experiences based on the 
themes of difference, friendship and 

dreams. Our main topic for the rest 
of the term is the Human Body, 

which will also involve thinking 

about how to keep our body healthy 
and looking at our senses.   

P5 have started learning about  

India.  We changed a PowerPoint 
into a video!!  We drew the Taj Ma-

hal and are learning about the value 
of big numbers!  Check out our new 

twitter feed. 

 

P6 have been learning about 
their rights and responsibilities to 

create a class charter.  They have 
dived into their India topic, making 

comparisons between different   

areas of India and Scotland, and 
have created some fabulous artwork 

of the Taj Mahal.  

P7 It has been a great start to the 

year for P7. The class have        

welcomed 2 new pupils who have 

quickly settled in to the life of the 

school, making friends and taking 

on school responsibilities. P7 have 

been reflecting on what are the 

class values and how these are de-

tected in the Ethos of the class to 

allow successful and reflective   

learning. The pupils identified terms 

that best described their classroom: 

The class will be reading ‘Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory’.  Learning in 

many of the other curriculum areas 

will be linked to their novel study. 

The pupils are enjoying ‘tweeting’ 

their learning on the class Twitter 

account. Please follow and comment 

on their great work  @P7Aberlady.  

 

 

 

Toileting Issues 

We are having quite a few issues 

across many of the classrooms with 

pupils wanting to go to the toilet 

during lessons.  Of course if pupils 

have been “caught short” or have a 

medical condition, that is accepta-

ble. We are encouraging the pupils 

to  go before school, during breaks 

and only on occasion during class 

time. Please reaffirm this message 

at home too. 

 

What’s happening in school— 
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Freeze Pop Fridays 

Freeze Pop Fridays are continuing  if your 
child wants to take part, don't forget to bring 
along some change.  Thanks to the PTA who 

buy, store and sell these to raise funds for the 
school. 

If you have any foreign coins from your       

holiday please drop them in to our bucket in 

the school corridor.  We are able to cash them 

in and swap them to help PTA funds. 

 

 

Miss Wood—Fundraiser 

Miss Wood has decided to do a fundraiser in aid of the 
Mick Knighton Mesothelioma Research Foundation, a 

charity that supported her close friend.  She will be 
cutting her hair very short at home on Sunday 2nd Octo-
ber, so will look a little different in the weeks that follow. 

Miss Wood, as part of our assembly on “Helping          
Others”, shared with our pupils her intentions.  We are 

delighted to support her in this and the staff will be hold-
ing a  “Bake Sale” in the school playground on Friday 30th 

September from 11.30-12.45pm.  Pupils are invited to 
purchase baking and parents are welcome to pop along 

too.  



Jacob Jolly (P5) recently entered his first Wakeboarding competition at Foxlake and came 
third in his category getting a podium place and a Bronze medal! Well done Jacob!                                                                      
                                             *************** 

Cameron Lee (P6) was delighted to win the Cuthill Trophy last month during an in-house 
competition held at the Aberlady Bowling Club.   Great win, Cameron! 

                                             *************** 

Congratulations to Lois Black (P5) who passed her Grade 6 gymnastic exam at the Bells Sport Centre in Perth  
just before the summer holidays.  A great achievement Lois, well done! 
                                              *************** 

Elodie Kauffmann (P5) has also been working hard at gymnastics.  She passed her Grade 6 gymnastics with dis-
tinction and can now move up to the next level .  Well done Elodie! 
     ************** 
Oscar Mackenzie recently won an art competition, his winning design was chosen to accompany a local author’s 
story of Slugworth as part of a national campaign to celebrate Roald Dahls 100th Birthday.  

 

Celebration of Achievements 

Staffing & Class Update 

 

 

 

We welcome 4 new members of staff to 
our school this term.  Miss Kirsty Higgins  
has settled in well to Primary 3/4, we  
also have Mrs Carrie Thomson who is a  
Masters student working alongside Mrs  
Peaston in P7. Our new PE specialist is  
Mrs Hanne Robertson and she has been 
 busy with all classes on a Thursday.  Mrs 
 Marion Wightman is our new Support  
for Learning teacher and is in school  
working with pupils on a Thursday  
morning.  We welcome Clementine      

Cattanach and Rosie Isaac back to help 

out in P1 and will have other students in 

school across the year. 
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JRSO News 
 
The launch of the JRSOs’ was held at Port Seton       

Community Centre and our JRSOs’ attended with Mrs     

Mason. They were introduced to the roles that their 

responsibility involved as well as 

being presented with their badg-

Thriving Thursdays…. 
These will continue as they give our pupils an opportunity to work with peers in their Curriculum for 

Excellence levels.  But the name is changing to accommodate timetabling issues…….a separate letter 

will be e-mailed shortly.  

TEXTING 

We hope that you are benefiting  from the texting system that is in place.  We tend to use it for 

reminders and things  that we need a quick turn around on.  Please do not respond to texts, 

the inbox of this is not monitored and is held centrally.  Can we encourage you to respond by 

e-mail or phone call.  Thank You 



 

 

 

 

P7 pupils have recently applied and have now been   interviewed for important posts within the school and the vacancies have been filled as follows: JRSOs’: Baillie, Alex, Amber, Jaiden, Joe Corridor Monitors : Catrin and Sean House Captains:  
Craigielaw—Murdo and Emma Luffness—Mackenzie and Amy Pefferburn—Rudi and Grace Gosford—Amelia and Liam Librarians : Milly and Abbie Press Officer : James 

ICT Support: Freddie, Clara, Jo-Jo, Alexander Congratulations on your successful interviews. 

Headteacher drop in: every 

Thursday 9-10am 

www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/This  

is updated regularly by staff and 

pupils with great examples of 

pupil learning. You can sign up to 

get updates, these come as 

weekly e-mail, well worth doing 

to save you remembering to go to 

the website. 

Twitter: follow @Aberlady Primary  
 

See our school handbook on-line in 
digital format: 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/
school-documents/  

Primary 7 Roles 

PARENT COUNCIL 

Every parent is automatically part of the parent forum of this group and are therefore entitled to attend any of 

the  meetings.  At the recent AGM the annual report was shared and will be sent out to everyone shortly.   

There is much to do this year.  At present the PC are drafting a response to the planning application of the 

homes in Aberlady West.  New housing will affect the school role and our accommodation, the PC are              

instrumental at making sure our school is heard and we get what we need. 

Their role on the Area Partnership is crucial, again to make sure we are heard and that Aberlady is not a        

forgotten village.  It is our representation at it that has enabled a feasibility study to go ahead to ascertain 

whether an all weather pitch is viable within Aberlady Primary School grounds. 

They are a voice of the parents to shape and influence Aberlady Primary.  You don’t need to attend all the 

meetings but can be involved by raising questions or contributing to a specific aspect of work  i.e. the building 

development 

NEXT MEETING: 28th SEPTEMBER @ 7pm 

 

Please note that the school car park is 
out of bounds to pupils.  If you are leav-
ing the school grounds at the front of the 
building, can we please ask that parents 
make sure children use 
the path provided and do 
not  enter or leave 
through the double gates or hide behind 
cars. 

PUPIL RESPONSIBILITY GROUPS 

We have vacancies for an adult from the community in the flowing 
Pupil Responsibility Groups: 

Pupil Council, Wow (gardening etc.), Charity Committee.   

If you are free the 1st Friday of each month 11.15-12pm you may 
like to join us.  Contact the school office.  Thanks to those who are 

on-board already.  We appreciate the parental perspective. 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/
http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/


Dates for your Diary this Term 

Friday 16th and Monday 19th September weekend—school closed to staff and pupils 

Tuesday 20th September All resume 

Friday 23rd September Afternoon– Set up village hall for Autumn Fair 

Saturday 24th September 2.00—4.00pm PTA Autumn Fair in Aberlady Village Hall 

Wednesday 28th September 7.00—9.00pm Parent Council Meeting in Coffee Room 

Thursday 29th September Flu jabs in school—please remember to return your form 

7th October  Pupil Responsibility Groups 11.15-12pm 

Friday 14th October School closes for mid term holiday 

Monday 24th October Inservice Day– no pupils in school 

Tuesday 25th October  Pupils Return 

31st October– 4th November  FOCUS WEEK– Read Write Count 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn.business2community.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/A-good-idea.png&imgrefurl=http://www.business2community.com/strategy/10-ways-to-build-an-idea-factory-within-your-organization-0489150&h=616&w=504&tbnid=q


Below is a calendar for the year of dates that we thought you might find helpful. 

Dates for Parents     

Week      

Beg. MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

Term 1  Aug-15 In-Service - Day 1 In-Service - Day 2       

22           

29           

'Sep-5     Meet The Teacher/Curr Eve   Responsibility Groups 

12     P7 Tag Rugby tournament   School Closure 

19 School Closure         

26           

Oct-3         Responsibility Groups 

10          

17 Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

24 In-Service 3         

31 
Read Write Count 

Week P6 Hockey Festival       

Nov-7   P4 Athletics Festival     Responsibility Groups 

14 Parent Consultations   Parent Consultations    

21           

28         Responsibility Groups 

Dec-5          

12 Nativity to School 9.30 N&P1 Nativity to parents 9.30 N&P1 Nativity to parents   P1-7 Panto -Bhall 

19 P7 C'Mas Party P5 + P6 C'Mas Parties P2/3 + P3/4 C'Mas Parties 

N-P7 C'mas Service + P1 

party School Closure 

26 Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

Term 2   Jan-2 Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

9         Responsibility Groups 

16           

23           

30 Scottish Week       Responsibility Groups 

Feb-6           

13 School Closure School Closure School Closure School Closure School Closure 

20 In-Service  4-         

27     P3 Football Festival     

Mar-6           

13   P5 Golf Taster P6 Rugby Festival     

20 Parent Consultations   Parent Consultations     

27   P2-4 Easter Rehearsal 6.00pm -P2-4 Easter Show     

Apr-3 Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

10 Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

17 School Closure P7 Risk Factory       

24           

May-1 School Closure     P5&6 Museum for parents   

8           

15 P7 Camp P7 Camp P7 Camp P7 Camp P7 Camp 

22 In-Service - Day 5         

29           

Jun-5       P6 Campout & P5 cook out   

12      P7-Show to school 6.00pm-P7 Show to parents   

19 NBHS Transition NBHS Transition NBHS/Our Transition* Sports Day   

26      Leavers Service 

Jul-3 Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

10 Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 


