
Choosing your standard grade 
or intermediate subjects 

Introduction
If you think you might want to come to 
University, getting good passes in the right 
Standard Grade or Intermediate 2 subjects 
will be your first major step towards 
gaining your place. Your Standard Grade / 
Intermediate Options are very important 
- you should choose subjects you enjoy 
and are good at, but you must also bear 
in mind that your choices may affect what 
you can study at University and which 
careers will be open to you. 

This leaflet aims to guide you towards 
making choices now that will give you 
plenty of options when you leave school.  
It is based on the requirements for 
entry to the University of Strathclyde, 
but universities have many subject 
requirements in common, so you should 
find it useful wherever you might study in 
the future. We recommend that you also 
check the Course Search section of the 
UCAS website www.ucas.ac.uk 

The most commonly 
required subjects
English and Maths are the subjects most 
commonly required for entry to university, 
so your school makes sure you study them 
at least to Standard Grade or Intermediate 

level. At Strathclyde we look for a minimum 
of Standard Grade at 1-3, or Int. 2 at A-C, 
in English and Maths (or a Science) for 
entry to all of our courses, with Credit 
Maths / Int 2 at A-C required for entry to 
Primary Education, Social Work and our 
Business School.

Choosing your other subjects 

Our advice is simply to take other 
subjects you enjoy and are good at. This 
will give you the best chance of gaining 
good grades, which will increase your 
chances of gaining a university place. 
We like to see breadth in your subjects 
and there are currently no Highers which 
we do not count towards entry.  

To sum up: 
(a) check which Highers you need for  
 any course/job that interests you 

(b) take subjects which will develop  
 useful and relevant skills 

(c) choose subjects that you are good 
 at and enjoy

If you would like to find out more about 
any of the courses mentioned above 
have a look at our web pages - 
www.strath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate

Please note that this leaflet is for guidance 
purposes only. The final decision on entry 
to your chosen course rests with the 
Academic Selector.
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Dec 2007 Entrance qualifications 
for university
A Standard Grade at Credit, or Int 2, is 
generally the first step towards gaining a 
Higher in a subject, and Highers are your 
passport to university. University entry 
requirements are expressed in terms of 
Highers, with one or two specific subjects 
often being required.

The following section focuses on our Highers 
requirements and recommendations - if 
a Higher is ‘required’ that means you 
must have it to get onto the course; if it is 
‘recommended’ that means it is relevant 
and useful, but we will generally accept 
you without it.



Subjects required at Higher for entry to the University of Strathclyde  
Higher English is required for every subject in the Faculty of Law, Arts & Social Sciences and the Business School, most subjects in the Faculty of Education and a small number in the 
Faculties of Science and Engineering. Check the table below for a list of courses that specifically require English at Higher. 

Higher Mathematics is required for nearly all courses in the Faculty of Engineering, most courses in the Faculty of Science and a few courses in the Business School. It is not required for 
any courses in the Faculty of Law, Arts & Social Sciences or the Faculty of Education. Check the table below for a list of courses that specifically require Maths at Higher. 

English - Accounting; Architecture; Business; Community Arts; Economics; English; Finance; Geography; History; Hospitality Management; Journalism and Creative Writing; Law; 
Marketing; Modern Languages; Music; Pharmacy; Politics; Primary Education; Psychology; Sociology; Speech Therapy; Sport and Physical Activity; Tourism; any joint degree with 
Teaching.

Maths - Accounting; Aeronautical Engineering; Chemical Engineering; Chemistry; Civil Engineering; Electronic and Electrical Engineering; Forensic Chemistry; Environmental Health; 
Finance; Manufacturing Engineering; Mathematics; Mechanical Engineering; Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering; Pharmacy; Physics; Product Design; Prosthetics and Orthotics; 
Sport and Exercise Science. Maths or Physics is required for Architecture and Sports Engineering. Maths is strongly recommended for Computer Science.

SCIENCES
Higher Chemistry is required for: 
Chemical Engineering; Chemistry; Environmental Health; Forensic Biology; Forensic Chemistry; Pharmacy. Standard Grade / Int. 2 Chemistry is required for: Biological Sciences; 
Biomedical Sciences; Immunology; Microbiology; Pharmacology. 

Higher Physics* is required (or where not required is strongly recommended) for: 
Aeronautical Engineering; Architectural Engineering; Chemical Engineering; Civil Engineering; Electronic and Electrical Engineering; Mechanical Engineering; Naval Architecture and Marine 
Engineering; Physics; Product Design. Higher Physics or Higher Biology is required by all Chemistry courses and recommended for Prosthetics and Orthotics.

*Technological Studies is an alternative to Physics for all Engineering courses. 

Higher Biology/Human Biology is required for Forensic Biology. It is useful for entry to medically related courses such as Speech Therapy or Prosthetics and Orthotics.

Higher Biology or Higher Chemistry is required for entry to all our Biological Sciences courses. Higher Biology or Higher Physics is required for entry to Pharmacy and recommended 
for entry to Prosthetics and Orthotics.

SOCIAL SUBJECTS
Geography, History, Modern Studies, Religious Moral & Philosophical Studies, or other subjects which develop your skills in essay writing and critical thinking, are very favourably 
regarded by Law, Arts & Social Sciences and the Business School. They recommend that you take a Higher in at least one subject like this in addition to English. 

Higher Geography is also acceptable as a science for many courses which ask for an additional science alongside eg Physics or Chemistry.

LANGUAGES
Standard Grade / Int. 2 in a Language is required for entry to Speech Therapy. Language courses at the University can be taken from scratch but if you want to take two languages you 
should have a Higher in at least one of them.

CREATIVE SUBJECTS
Higher Music is generally required for Applied Music; Higher Art, Product Design or Graphic Communication is recommended for Architecture and Product Design. A Higher in a creative 
subject is recommended for Community Arts.


