
Introduction
This leaflet aims to help you decide which Highers to take in S5 by looking at how your choice 
of Highers will affect the range of university courses open to you. It introduces you to areas 
of study you might want to consider and makes you aware of the specific Highers which may 
be required for entry. The focus is on courses at the University of Strathclyde to give you some 
concrete examples of what you might need. Subject requirements at other universities are generally 
similar, but you will find some differences, so you should have a look at the UCAS Scottish Guide 
which summarises all Scottish University entrance requirements. Your school library should have a 
reference copy. Alternatively visit the UCAS website at www.ucas.ac.uk  
 

Preparing to make your choices
• Check current Prospectuses, University websites, the UCAS Scottish Guide or the UCAS  
 website to make sure you know exactly what subjects and grades are required for entry to the  
 courses which interest you. 

• Consider additional subjects which will develop relevant skills eg essay based subjects for  
 Social Sciences or Business; Art/Product Design/Graphic Communication for Architecture or  
 Product Design.

• Base the rest of your choices on subjects you enjoy and are good at, to give you the best  
 chance of gaining the overall grades needed for entry. 

• If you are in any doubt about a subject choice please contact the appropriate Academic Selector  
 for advice - you will find contact details in the Prospectus or on the website. The Schools &  
 Colleges Liaison Service is also very happy to help you with this. 

The entry qualifications in the Prospectus generally refer to S5 results. If you manage to gain the 
required Highers and grades in S5 this will often lead to a guarantee of a university place when 
you apply in S6; if you don’t get the Highers you need in S5 you can generally make up the gap in 
S6, but many courses will then ask for additional grades. Vocational courses require relevant skills 
and interests as well as qualifications.

Please note that this leaflet is for guidance purposes only. The final decision 
on entry to your chosen course rests with the Academic Selector.
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Subject choices at S4 -
choosing your Highers

GUIDE TO UNIVERSITY SUBJECT AREAS
Why study Arts & Social Sciences?
‘Arts’ (sometimes called ‘Humanities’) refers to subjects like English, History, Journalism or Languages, 
which are associated with creative skills. ‘Social Sciences’ refers to subjects that deal with the human 
aspects of the world, like Politics, Psychology, Sociology or Geography. These courses give you the 
opportunity to learn and practise critical, analytical and creative thinking - skills which are valued by 
employers as one of the greatest benefits of a university education (around 50% of graduate jobs do 
not specify any particular degree). 

Why study Law?
If you want to become a lawyer the LLB (Bachelor of Law) is your first step. However, Law graduates go 
in many other career directions too, choosing it simply because it is an exciting and well respected degree. 

Why study Business / Management?
Whatever you do in your future profession, the chances are that it will involve some ‘business’, so 
whatever your career plans, the knowledge you gain from a Business/Management degree will be 
relevant. Courses you can choose from in the Strathclyde Business School include: Accounting; 
Business Law; Economics; Enterprise; Finance; Management; Marketing; Tourism. You might also 
want to consider a more specialised course such as Hospitality Management. 

Why study Engineering?
Engineers shape the world by turning ideas into reality. They work to make things simpler, safer and more 
efficient in fields such as medical treatment, energy, communication, transport, food production and the 
environment. The range of Engineering courses  at the University of Strathclyde include: Aeronautical; 
Chemical; Civil; Design; Electronic; Marine; Mechanical; and Sports. Within the Faculty of Engineering we 
also offer professional courses in Architecture, Environmental Health and Prosthetics & Orthotics.

Why study Science?
Science provides the best methods for acquiring accurate information about the world.  It helps us 
with the big questions like how the universe works and with everyday decisions such as what to 
eat and how much exercise to take. As well as Biology, Chemistry and Physics, you will find Maths, 
Computer Science and Pharmacy in the Faculty of Science. Courses such as Drug Discovery, 
Immunology, Laser Physics or Forensic Chemistry give you the opportunity to focus on a particular 
aspect of science that intrigues you.

Why study for a Profession?
Applicants to these degrees usually have a clear idea of the kind of career they want to follow after 
university and can provide evidence that they are suited to their chosen profession. At Strathclyde 
many of our vocational courses are contained within the Faculty of Education. As well as Primary 
Education, you can choose from: Community Arts; Community Education; Social Work; Speech 
Therapy; Music; and Sports. 



Entry to the University of Strathclyde
The University of Strathclyde expresses its entry requirements mainly in terms of Highers. A pass at Intermediate 2 (A-C) is counted as an alternative to a Standard Grade at Credit or as a 
stepping stone to gaining that Higher the following year. The number of Highers, and the specific subjects and grades required vary from course to course. However we also look for a good 
general education, so a basic requirement for all courses is a minimum of 3 Highers, plus:

 •  Standard Grade (1-3) or Intermediate 2 (A-C) in English and Maths or a Science.  

Some more specific requirements are outlined below for University courses you might want to consider:

English - Accounting; Architecture; Business; Community Arts; Economics; English; Finance; French; Geography; German; History; Hospitality Management; Human Resource 
Management; Italian; Journalism & Creative Writing; Law; Management Science; Marketing; Music; Pharmacy; Politics; Primary Education; Psychology; Spanish; Sociology; Speech & 
Language Pathology; Sport & Physical Activity; Tourism; any joint degree with Teaching.

Mathematics - Accounting; Aeronautical Engineering; Architecture; Chemical Engineering; Chemistry; Civil Engineering; Computer & Information Sciences; Electronic & Electrical 
Engineering; Forensic Chemistry; Environmental Health; Finance; Manufacturing Engineering; Mathematics; Mechanical Engineering; Naval Architecture & Marine Engineering; Pharmacy; 
Physics; Product Design; Prosthetics & Orthotics; Sport & Exercise Science; Sports Engineering. Credit/Int 2 Maths is required for Primary Education and Social Work.

SCIENCES
Higher Chemistry is required for the following courses: 
Chemical Engineering; Chemistry; Environmental Health; Forensic Chemistry; Pharmacy. Higher Chemistry or Higher Biology is required for Biological Sciences; Biomedical Sciences; 
Forensic Biology; Immunology; Microbiology; Pharmacology. Standard Grade/Int 2 Chemistry is essential for these courses.

Higher Physics* is required for most of the following courses; those which do not strictly require it strongly recommend it:
Aeronautical Engineering; Architectural Engineering; Chemical Engineering; Civil Engineering; Electronic & Electrical Engineering; Forensic Biology; Mechanical Engineering; Naval 
Architecture & Marine Engineering; Physics; Product Design Engineering, Prosthetics & Orthotics. Higher Physics or Higher Biology is required by all Chemistry courses.

* Technological Studies is an acceptable alternative to Physics for most Engineering courses. 

Higher Biology/Human Biology is required for Forensic Biology. It is useful for entry to medically related courses such as Speech & Language Pathology or Prosthetics & Orthotics. 
Higher Biology or Higher Chemistry is required for entry to all Biological Sciences courses. Higher Biology or Higher Physics is required for entry to Pharmacy and recommended for 
entry to Prosthetics & Orthotics.

SOCIAL SUBJECTS
Geography, History, Modern Studies, Religious Moral & Philosophical Studies (or other subjects which develop your skills in essay writing and critical thinking) are not specifically 
required for entry to any course in the University, but they are very favourably regarded by the Faculties of Law, Arts & Social Sciences and the Business School. They recommend that you 
gain a Higher in at least one essay based subject in addition to English. 
Higher Geography generally meets the requirement for an additional science Higher, which is specified by some of our science courses.

LANGUAGES
Students taking two languages at university should offer a Higher in at least one of them. A Standard Grade or Intermediate 2 in a language other than English is required for entry to Speech 
& Language Pathology.

CREATIVE SUBJECTS
Higher Music is generally required for Applied Music; Higher Art, Craft & Design or Graphic Communication is strongly recommended for Architecture and Product Design. 

We will generally count any Higher towards entry so long as you also meet the specific course requirements. Subjects you are good at and enjoy can form the basis for the rest of your 
choices, giving you the best chance of gaining good grades.  


