
INTJ: BARN OWL 
BUZZWORDS: achiever, reliable, analytical 

Owls are symbols of intelligence, 
determination & wisdom; qualities usually shared with the 
INTJ.  A barn owl hunts quietly over grassland looking for 
small animals.  INTJs can seem to be flying high, thinking 
big ideas quietly, while paying attention to the small 
details to solve problems and develop plans. 

Famous Barn Owls 
Thomas Edison, Nick Park (creator of Wallace & 
Grommit), George Lucas (creator of Star Wars), Willy 
Wonka, Gandalf (Lord of the Rings), Morrissey – 
determined & imaginative with strong principles. 
 

Lisa Simpson is a young cartoon character with a well-
developed personality.  Determined, imaginative & 
focused on solving problems.  A clear view of what she 
wants to achieve, combined with the determination to 
make her dreams come true, means she is a natural 
leader.  Can observe quietly for a while before giving a 
considered opinion.   

Strengths 
 Can be careful with facts. 

 Can work on something for a long time. 

 Interested in the idea behind the task. 

 Like solving problems. 

 Can be good organisers. 

 Enjoy learning new skills. 

 Are patient with complicated situations. 

 Can be imaginative problem solvers. 

 Like putting things into a logical order. 

 Can follow plans and decide quickly. 

Preferred learning style 
 They like quiet for concentration & can work alone. 

 They like to know the theory behind the idea before starting. 

 They like a logical order & to be able to show they understand. 

 They like a clear structure & timetable. 

Revision tips 

 Because they’re good at making quick decisions, they may be 
tempted to skip sections of work, so be careful not to miss 
important stuff if you’re going to do this. 

 Take time to research & make sure you have a broad 
understanding of the whole subject. 

 

Degree course ideas 

  engineering (structural: bridges, roads & machines), built 
environment (planning, design) 

 pure science, biotechnology 
 business, law, economics 

When they’re pointing in a positive direction 
 They solve problems with imagination & enthusiasm. 
 They are good listeners, creative, logical, determined. 
 They learn from their mistakes. 
 They have fun. 

When they’re pointing in a negative direction 
 They become easily annoyed & angry. 
 They can overeat, drink too much or do too much exercise. 

To reduce stress 
Forgive yourself for not always reaching your really high standards. 

As a teenager 
o At their best, they’re clever, creative visionaries with the 

determination to achieve their goals, which means they may be 
considered aloof, private & argumentative. 

o They could learn to argue over only the most important things 
& try to consider other’s feelings.  

o They tend to push at boundaries & rules forced upon them. 
o They’re proud of their competence & don’t like to be fussed 

over. 

In an argument 
 Would rather go away and think things through. 
 Keep quiet until things build up so much that they explode. 
 Imagine huge consequences from small incidents. 
 Make sweeping generalisations. 
 Throw in extra issues – ‘and another thing’. 
 Say ‘it’s not personal’ 
 Jump to conclusions quickly. 
 Oversimplify issues. 

As a boyfriend/girlfriend 
o They’re usually quite independent but can appear tougher than 

they really are. 
o They usually like to share their passion, ideas, & beliefs.  

In a parent/child relationship (note: parent/child can be 

substituted for other relationships, eg friendships, marriages & working relationships) 

Parent: 
o Tend to encourage children to develop a wide range of skills. 
o Enjoy discussion & playing games & quizzes with their children. 
o Tend to remove ‘privileges’ as punishment. 
Child: 
o Are imaginative & curious, don’t like being told what to do 

without a logical reason. 
o Can seem to argue, but they need to ask why & have answers. 
o Can be very self-critical 

Buying a present for a Barn Owl? 
o A game, puzzle or challenge that is difficult to master, or the latest 

trendy gadget. 

How to avoid an argument 

 Allow people to talk through their ideas and don’t assume 
their ideas are rubbish because they’re thinking out loud. 

 Don’t dismiss new ideas straight away. 
 Don’t ignore practical details. 
 Consider how to get there – not just the finish line. 
 Focus on making decisions. 
 Stick to the point.. 
 Consider all of the options before deciding. 
 Remember doing things the same way is not always best. 
Preferred job roles & themes 
 inventor / organiser / strategist / engineer 
 Organising & managing ideas & information rather than 

people. 
 Computer, IT, patent work, engineering, science, 

library/information work, surveying, market research. 

Jobs that don’t require loads of qualifications 
Car mechanic / tyre fitter / dental hygienist / IT worker /  website 
designer / engraver / welder / telephone helpline worker (technical 
support) / health service technician / politician / business 
administrator / self-employment 

 


