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A very warm welcome to session 2014 -15.  It was lovely to see all the children looking super smart, long may that continue!  
We start the new session all geared up. We have undergone a range of training and the staff are unified as a team to improve 
the education for all children. We look forward to sharing our developments and offering chances for you to find out what’s 
going on, on a regular basis. 
 

What’s new  
We welcome Miss Welsh onto our staff in P4. She comes as an experienced teacher with a range of skills. Miss Sandilands also 
joins our staff as she undertakes her first post. She was with us last year for her final placement and went through the inspection 
process so knows exactly where we are headed. Miss McEwan got married over the summer so joins us as Mrs Clark. I am sure 
like us you wish her many years of wedded bliss. 
 

Our nursery staff have had a wee turnover so we welcome back Miss MacDonald and Mrs Quinn. Onto the staff we welcome 
Mrs Hardman.  Mrs Hughson and Mrs Mells are now working 2 days each rather than one mornings and one afternoons. Mrs 
Sutherland and Ms Yorkston continue to be on sick leave so we welcome Mrs Finlay back  to cover while they recover.  With 
Mrs McNeill and Ms Daly moving to teach in the nursery we are all up and running and looking forward to a successful year. 
 

Mrs Corr is unfortunately unable to join us at the start of this session but we welcome Mrs Debbie Mercer onto the staff as our 
new DHT for Teaching and Learning. 
 

A full staff list is enclosed. 
 

In service days 
 

We had three In-service days at the start of term.  
 

Day 1  - Full staff training for Read Write Inc. 
Read Write Inc is our new phonics and reading scheme. The whole staff training gave us the history of the well-researched and 
proven track record of the scheme in raising attainment across literacy.  Already we have implemented the new system for our 
new P1 intake and we are very grateful to the parents who were able to stay on the first day to learn about how the system 
works. Please remember to do the homework every evening as that little 1-1 consolidation will go a long way in developing 
secure foundations for all literacy work to come in the future. 
P2-5 Children will undergo assessments over the next week to identify where they should start in the scheme. This will help 
identify children who need some additional support for spelling and reading in P2-5 
 

We will be changing the way we teach spelling in line with the new phonics and spelling programme and this will be 
demonstrated to you at the forthcoming curriculum evening. 
 

All children in P4 and above will be getting started on the Accelerated Reading books this week. Your child’s main homework 
will be to read for 20 minutes each evening. This has been proven to be the optimum time required to make the most progress in 
their reading ability. Teachers will be teaching reading skills in class during the weeks to come and the children need practise at 
implementing these through reading.  Your child will still be reading novels in school as a group study and be taught reading 
skills through their topics. 
 

Please listen to your child read aloud whenever you can. This will help develop their skill at phrasing the sentences, which helps 
them make sense of what they read and you will be able to discuss new vocabulary. 
 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/cockenzie


We are having a development day with the trainer in 2 weeks’ time to review how we have implemented the scheme. Our next 
training day for the whole staff will be on the October In service day but we will be reviewing the implementation with the staff 
on our first Friday afternoon session 
 

Day 2 - Behaviour management 
We started day 2 by discussing Golden Time and the Golden Rules. This discussion led to the conclusion that we were losing 
teaching time when we gave the children Golden Time and that as a school we had moved on from the Golden Rules by 
introducing the Rights Respecting School Charter. We had a demonstration of a Reward System called Dojo and we will be 
working towards a consistent framework for this to be based around. Children who have not had any points deducted during the 
week will receive 5 minutes extra play on a Friday and those who have lost points will spend time undertaking a reflective 
discussion with their teacher. As Dojo points can be can be accessed at home, through a weekly email, you will be able to see 
how your child is doing. Children will receive points for bringing in forms on time, completing homework and remembering gym 
kit as well as working hard. More details to follow. 
 

Building our curriculum 
Every year since 2011, Education Scotland has given guidance as to how schools should be engaging with Curriculum for 
Excellence. Our second day allowed us to review our framework for curriculum development and focus on our Social studies 
topics. WE need to move away from the rigid structure we have in place just now as it does not allow enough flexibility to revisit 
experiences and outcomes often enough and does not allow for the composite class. 
 

We spent the In-service day looking at how we could teach the experiences and outcomes through a variety of topics. 
 

Day 3 – Housework Tasks 
The third day was spent on housework tasks, dispensing the new jotters, resources, checking maths supplies and ensuring we 
had the right equipment to teach in class. 
 

For rest of the day we looked at how we could deliver the first topic through engaging teaching. Many staff had undertaken 
three days training in collaborative skills teaching during the holidays so we worked in teams to ensure the approach across all 
classes. 
 

Curriculum Evening 
The staff are looking forward to discussing some of the new changes in the forthcoming Curriculum Evening. Unlike previous 
years we will not be able to detail the topics for the year at this time as we will be working on our topics choices over the next 
few months. Detailed below is the first topic your child will study: 
 

Primary 1 and P1/2 Myself 
Primary 2 and P2/3 Our Senses 
Primary 3 Magnets & Forces 
Primary 4 Food & Farming 
Primary 5 and P5/6 Power 
Primary 6 Conflict 
Primary 7 Government 

 
School Photographer 
The school photographer will be in school on Thursday 2nd October 2014 to take individual and family 
photographs of children in nursery to P7 children. 
 
 

School Gates 
 

The gate at the ‘big playground’ will be locked at playtime and lunchtime.  Can parents/carers needing to enter the school 
grounds please use the middle gate and ensure that you close it behind you.  Thank you 
 

Lunch Money Reminder 
School lunches are £1.90.  Please remember to send the correct amount of lunch money to school in a purse or 
envelope marked with your child’s name and class. From time to time busy parents and carers forget to send in 
lunch money.  We would never see a child go hungry so in the first instance we will try to contact you and ask 
you to bring in the money or a packed lunch. If you cannot do this the child will receive a school lunch and you 
can send the money in the next day but we cannot do this if there are any previous unpaid meals. Please pay 
promptly as the school is held responsible for unpaid meals.  You can pre-pay school meals. Please put money 
in an envelope with the child’s name and class and mark it ‘Dinner Money’. Remember if you think that you may be entitled to 
free school meals and/or a clothing grant you can get an application form from the Office.   
 

P1 – P3 Christmas Panto 
It has been decided that P1 – P3 will attend the Jack and the Beanstalk at the Brunton Theatre on 5th December 2014 which 
will cost £10.00 per child.  A letter will be sent home with your child nearer the time, however, as you know Christmas is an 



expensive time and you may wish to pay this now.  Please either pay on line or send in money in a named envelope detailing 
Child’s Name, Class, Amount and Christmas Panto to their class teacher. 
 

Online Payments To School 
We are now in the position to take online payments. Please see the information at the end of this newsletter that tells you how 

to do this. All other payments made to the school should be brought in by pupils in an envelope, with their 
name, class and reason for payment clearly marked on the front, to be handed to the class teacher. (NB: 
Permission slips for trips etc should not be placed in these envelopes.)  
Payments will not be accepted at the reception desk as this increases the chances of money going missing or 
being misplaced. Please ensure that all monies are correct as we do not give change for any payments made 
to the school. Cheques should be made payable to East Lothian Council. Payments for the PTA should be 
made payable to Cockenzie PTA. 

 

Parent Council 
The first meeting of the Parent Council took place on Wednesday 27th August where parents were informed of the training 
which took place during the In-service days.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st October 2014 at 1900hrs to 
which all parents/carers are invited to attend. 
 

PTA AGM  
The PTA AGM will be held on Tuesday 9th September 2014 at 1900hrs – Everyone welcome to attend. 
 

Parent/Carers’ Consultation 
One-to-one consultations will take place on: 

 Monday 6th October 1600 – 1900hrs 
 Thursday 9th October 1600 – 1900hrs 

We will review the feedback we received following the last parent consultation and adjust our arrangements as best we can. 
 

Flu Immunisation 
Since 1st October 2013, there has been a phased introduction of the childhood flu programme in 
Scotland. Building on the success of the pilot, all children in P1 to P7 will have the opportunity to be 
immunised against flu every year. For most children, the vaccine will be administered, by NHS staff, 
in the form of a nasal spray. Cockenzie children will have the opportunity to be immunised on 4th 
November 2014. 
 

You will receive a consent pack before this date. You can find out more about flu and the 
immunisation process by visiting: 
www.immunisationscotland.org.uk/childflu 
We will be showing a video with more information during our October Parent/Carers Meetings 
 

 

Health Promoting School Snacks and Packed Lunches  
We are a Health Promoting School and encourage healthy eating. Please support us by ensuring children’s snacks 
are not harmful to their health or teeth and are not excessive. Please remember P1 and P2 pupils receive free fruit 
three days a week which is paid for by the Scottish Government. The children may bring in a labelled water bottle 
so they can have access to water throughout the day. Please do not send glass bottles or fizzy drinks into school.  

 

Nut Free Zone  
Please remember that some children and adults can experience a severe reaction to nuts. Please do not send 
snacks containing nuts into school.  
 

Head Lice 
We cannot inform parents of outbreaks of head lice in individual classes so please help us to reduce the number of infestations by 
checking your child’s hair regularly for lice and their eggs. Please let us know if your child has head lice and follow advice to 
treat it immediately to prevent them spreading. Advice about treatment can be obtained from local chemists or try this website: 
www.nits.net/bugbusting 
 

No Dogs in the Playground Please  
Please remember that dogs are not allowed in the playground. We encourage dog owners to be responsible and not to tie them 
up and leave them unattended near the school entrance gates or the park gates. The Dog Warden is in regular contact with the 
school and would reinforce the above advice.  If your dog makes a mess please clean up after it. Cleaning up shoes covered in 
dog’s dirt is not a pleasant task for children, parents or staff. We do realise that people other than parents and carers use the 
pavements and we are certainly not blaming you for this problem. 
 

PE Equipment Reminder 
All children participate in PE unless they are injured. Please ensure that you child has a full kit, including gym 
shoes/indoor trainers, shorts and a t-shirt (this should cover your child’s midriff), with them at all times. If you 
have not already sent in your child’s gym kit could you please do so as soon as possible?  Please remember to 



label every item. Please note: In the interests of health and safety no jewellery should be worn on gym days. 
 

Masterclasses 
As we have taken away Golden Time we wish to introduce an opportunity for your child to develop new skills. eg cooking, 
computing, music, gardening, cycling etc. As always, many hands make light work and we would be very keen to hear from any 
parents who would like to help with these. Indeed, if you have a skill you would be willing to share with our children we would 
be happy to support you. The more adults we can get involved the smaller the groups can be and, hopefully, this should lead to 
a better experience all round. Along with the above, if you have any time that you could spare to help in class or with school 
outings, we would be delighted to hear from you. Please speak to your child’s teacher at the forthcoming Curriculum evening. 
 

 
Toys in School 

We would discourage children from bringing toys into school unless in connection with the children’s learning. Toys 
can easily become a source of disputes when children lose them or swap them with other children. We cannot take 
responsibility for the safe keeping of toys and ask that you support us with this. 

 

Attendance Reporting Absence and Time Keeping 
Attendance rates at Cockenzie Primary School are very good but persistent absence or lateness impacts on children’s confidence 
and learning. Parents and carers are obliged to send their children to school and we expect children to attend within school 
hours Monday to Friday unless certain circumstances such as illness prevent their attendance. When children are absent parents 
and carers should contact the school and let us know the reason before 900am.  We expect children to line up when the bell 
rings to come into school. Children who are late should be brought to the school office. Please DO NOT ask or encourage 
children in the cloakroom to open the doors to let late children in. Should a child be absent from school and we have not been 
informed we will contact the parents, carers or emergency contacts. If we are unable to contact anyone and are concerned about 
the absence we will contact the Integration Team who will take steps to locate the child. Persistent lateness or absences will be 
addressed by the school working with the attendance officer. Teaching and learning takes place on a Friday morning and we 
expect children to be brought to school every day to learn.  
 

Unauthorised Absences - Holidays  
You should not expect your child’s school to agree to an absence for a holiday in term time. Taking a holiday in term time means 
that children miss important school time – both educationally and for other school activities.  
Parents and carers should speak to the school well before booking a holiday during term time.  
 

Family Holidays During Term Time (taken from the Policy & Procedures School Attendance):  
The majority of family holidays taken during term time will be categorised as unauthorised absence and this includes, reasons 
such as the availability of cheap holidays, holidays which overlap the beginning or end of term and parental difficulty obtaining 
leave where evidence has not been provided by the employer that leave taken during school holidays would have serious 
consequences. Should there be ‘exceptional’ circumstances for a holiday authorisation can be sought through discussion with the 
school, for example, serious or terminal illness, bereavement or other traumatic events.  
The attendance of all children is monitored using the attendance model, which consists of the Family Support Worker 
(attendance) meeting regularly with the head teacher to monitor all children who fall below 90% attendance and deciding on the 
most appropriate action. This meeting also includes discussing lateness. 
 

Playground Security  
Remember if you are picking your child up for an appointment during school time you must report to the office. Please do not 
remove your children from the playground at break time or lunchtime without informing a member of staff.  
 

Get your Newsletter emailed!  
We are trying our best to cut down on our paper usage. We also try to be sensible with the school 
budget! It would help us enormously if we could email the majority of our newsletters. If you 
would like your newsletters emailed to you please email us at the following address with your 
request - admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk 

Group Call Texting  
We use a system called Group Call Messenger to contact parents and carers in an emergency situation e.g. unexpected school 
closure, absence, outings etc. The system enables us to send text messages (SMS) to mobile phones of parents, staff and key 
contacts. Please keep us up to date with changes of phone numbers. We have received many positive comments about the 
texting service. We have to use this service wisely and cost effectively – we do not want to bombard parents 
with messages or the usefulness of emergency contact will be lost. We are however looking to use 
this more in terms of reminders of school events. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
1st September – P1 pupils in school full time  
9th September – PTA Meeting 1900hrs 
10th September – Curriculum Evening - TBC 
12th September – School Closed 



15th September – School Closed 
1st October – Parent Council Meeting 1900hrs 
2nd October – Nursery – P7 Photographs 
6th October – Parent Consultation 1600 – 1900hrs 
9th October – Parent Consultation 1600 – 1900hrs 
10th October - School breaks up. 
Pupils return 21st October  
 
 

Community events 
 

2nd September – Energy Park Meeting 
 

Guide to Online Payment 
We are delighted to let you know that we are now able to accept online payments through the East Lothian Council Pay For It 
webpage. We will send out information to you whenever your child is due to  pay for a trip, milk money, camp money etc. You 
can continue to pay using cash or cheque as usual if you prefer this. You can use the online system to pay for anything except 
SCHOOL MEALS. We will let you know when you can do this. 
 

How To Do It? 
1. Log onto East Lothian Council's homepage at 
 

www.eastlothian.gov.uk/payforit. 
 

2. Select either Primary School Payments or Primary School Milk Payments. 
 

3. Select Cockenzie Primary School 
 

4. Fill in the relevant information. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
You must include the Additional Information to let us know what you are paying for, especially if you are using the 
miscellaneous option. Transactions must be made before 8.00am to meet any deadlines for payments. 
 

Confirmation 
When your payment has been completed you will be issued with a reference number. This is your record of payment; however, 
you can also request an email confirmation. 
 

Paying for more than one child at the same time. 
If you are making a lump sum payment for eg trips for more than one child, you can do so as long as you name all children 
individually in the Additional Information box. Please note: You can only make lump payments for the same categories eg trips 
for more than one child, you cannot mix categories. 
 

You must use the Primary School Milk Payments section when paying for milk as this money goes directly to East Lothian 
Council and not the school. 
 

Charges 
If you choose to pay online using a debit card there will be no charge; however, the charge for using a credit card is 1.9%. This 
would mean that a payment for an item costing £10 would cost you an additional 19p if you used a credit card but nothing if 
you were using a debit card. 

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/payforit

