
Visitors 
During our Autumn theme at nursery we have been looking at the changes that 
happen to the weather and in our nursery community. 
 
We have also learned about Diwali, Bonfire Night, Firework Safety, Halloween 
and Rememberance day. 
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Welcome to our November newsletter!   
 
It certainly has been a busy term so far, to keep you up to date with what the children have 
been learning, there are now two mounted displays (one for each nursery session which can be 
found above the coat pegs and communication pockets).  On the displays,  you can find out 
such things as what snack will be and what the children will be learning, experiencing and 
exploring at nursery each week.  We hope that you will find the displays informative and that 
you enjoy reading all the news from the nursery below.   

Learning Stories 
Learning Stories will be available for you to take home week beginning Monday 
1st December.  You must sign your child’s book out and it MUST be returned 
the following day. 
 
You are free to look at your child’s learning story in nursery at anytime. 

 
We also had a visit from the Dental 
Nurse who showed us how to brush 
our teeth properly and told us why it 
is important to look after our teeth. 

 

Mr Margiotta, as well as being Lucia’s dad, is a  
fire-fighter and he came in to tell us how to keep safe. 
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Mud Kitchen 
You may have heard nursery staff and children chatting about the “Mud 
Kitchen” and want to know a little more so… 
 
A mud kitchen allows free play in a nature-rich environment which is 
increasingly less available to young children and many nurseries are adding them 
to their outside areas. Some of the values that mud kitchens provide for 
children include: 
 
• Creative expression and invention - mud can become anything!  
• Problem solving opportunities  -  how to make soup thin or thick, how to make 

mud meatballs stick together 
• Cooperative play possibilities  -  let’s cook dinner, let’s have a restaurant, 

let’s feed the baby—you be the baby  
• Stress reduction - being outdoors in nature helps children relax 
• Building stronger immune systems - research indicates that some exposure 

to dirt helps build resistance to bad bacteria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our mud kitchen is progressing, we have had sinks located nearby, a water butt 
is on its way and a sign has been made with help from the afternoon children.  
However we need your help to resource more adequately and wondered if you 
had any of the following surplus items around your home.  
 
Coloured silicone ice cream scoops, jelly moulds, cake cases, pudding moulds, 
small rolling pins, basting and pastry brushes, wheeled cutters, icing bags, small 
mixing bowls, mini whisks, shakers and sieves, board or platters for 
presentation, small pestle and mortar, mini colanders, strainers, funnels, 
stainless scoops, measuring spoons, pipettes, ice cube trays, wooden or plastic 
egg cups, empty cosmetic jars, bottles or dispensers (no glass) with lids, 
measuring jugs, wooden spoons. 
 

We would be grateful for any contributions but please remember these should 
be items you longer use or need. 
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Day to Make a Difference 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Fiona Foley, a parent, made 
our dreams come true when she brought in a “hit squad” of willing helpers 
to nursery on Friday 7th of November. There were squad members from as 
far away as Ireland who flew into help us with the mountain of jobs we had 
on our list.  The weather, we thought, had put a dampener on the day when 
it started with heavy rain but the squad would not be deterred.  
 
The jigsaws were made, photographed and packaged ready to be 
catalogued, our lending library book covers were photocopied and are now 
ready to be laminated.  Our nursery garden looked like it was going to be 
left out but the gentlemen in the squad were having none of it, they pulled 
on their boots and gloves and got to work. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We thought that was going to be it but NO!  At 1.50pm the rest of the 
squad appeared and they helped us empty our overloaded garage and go 
through the toys and resources that were stored inside, filling a skip and 
creating a more accessible storage place where we could access all 
resources, even the ones we didn’t know we had. 
 
So to Fiona and her team, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
 
Now that our garden is under control we would like to form a garden 
maintenance group who can come in one Friday afternoon a month and help 
keep the garden at its best to allow the children to gain the most from it.   
 
Helpers can sign up in nursery, a sign up sheet will be put up in main 
cloakroom or by emailing fmcneill@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk  
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If you don’t already have your newsletter sent by email and would like to change to 
email please drop us a note at the following address with your request - 
admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk 

Get your Newsletter emailed!  

Dates for your Diary 
 
Nativity 
The morning children will perform “The Sleepy Shepherd” on Tuesday 16th 
December at 11am.  Children will be issued with tickets shortly. 
 
 
Christmas Party 
Christmas Parties for the nursery children will be held on Thursday 18th 
December. 
 
The children should come to nursery dressed in their party gear at the 
normal time.  Santa will make an appearance at 11.30am and 2.45pm for 
morning and afternoon sessions respectively.  Parents are more than welcome 
to join at this time if they wish. 

Notice Boards 
A notice board has been created inside the front foyer that gives you staff 
information, nursery start and collection times and who’s Friday it is for the 
current week.  It also tells you who the Parent Council representatives are 
for nursery and how they can assist you during your child’s time at nursery. 
 
The information leaflets that were in place there before are now on the 
opposite wall along with the post box where you can give us ideas, 
constructive criticisms or advice on how we can improve our service. 

Remember to label all items of clothing … 
Just a little reminder to please name all items of clothing, etc.  This will help 
us return misplaced items to their owner quickly. 
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