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We start this celebratory newsletter with the news that Mrs Mercer has been selected as the preferred candidate for 
Mrs Chalmers replacement as Depute Head Teacher. Her position will start after the February break when she will 
move from her temporary contract to her permanent post.  
 

Activities 
 

P1B, 1T and P1/2 have enjoyed learning about the importance of the woodlands and they 
were able to put their learning into practise during their woodland trip with the Ranger.  
 

P1 have been very busy preparing for their nativity and have taken on their roles with 
responsibility. 
 

P2B and P2/3 have had a fantastic year so far! We have been busy with Read Write Inc, a variety of maths topics - 
including number, time and shape, learning about our senses and historic Scottish castles. Our highlights include a 
trip to Tantallon Castle and a visit from Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. We have enjoyed working in pairs and groups 
and have been learning lots of new skills in the process. We are looking forward to learning lots more in the New 
Year!  
 

P3 had a great trip to Edinburgh at the start of December. We visited three different museums to learn about 
Scottish life in the past. The highlight of the trip was going to see the famous statue of Greyfriar's Bobby and finding 
out that his nose is now gold because of all the people who rub it for luck! 
 

P4 have had a busy term: we enjoyed joining St Gabriel’s at the badminton festival at 
Meadowmill, working hard in the garden to grow peas and curly kale, learning lots about 
weather and even filmed our own news and weather show. We imagined some extreme 
weather had hit Cockenzie and sent our reporters to the scene to update us. Next term we will 
start by looking at electricity and will make some simple circuits of our own.  
 

P5C and P5/6 have enjoyed studying Mary, Queen of Scots. They had lots of opportunities to do their own 
explorations of her life and times, and they often didn't want to stop investigating Mary's rollercoaster life due to the 
marriages, murders and scandals. The P6 children have spent some time creating PowerPoint presentations about 
aspects of Mary's life, and the P5 children have been working very hard to prepare for the end of term assembly in 
Chalmers Church.  
 

P6 over the last term have been studying European Union and have been in contact with many Embassies for 
information and are awaiting replies.   
  

P7N have enjoyed learning about aspects of science and especially enjoyed designing an aircraft for Santa to travel 
in by considering air resistance and the forces of flight. 
 

 

P7G have been learning about Hanukkah, the Jewish Festival of Light this term. To prove their learning they made 
lego menorahs and explained their significance in relation to the story of Hanukkah. 
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Next Term Topics 
 

P1/2 class have chosen to learn about Sound/The Orchestra. 
 

P1T and P1B will be looking at Planet Earth, SCNo-o5a "Processes of the planet" and our topic will be called "The 
Wonder of Water".  We will also be incorporating the season winter into it as well.  
 

P3N & P3T's next topic will be ‘The body’. We will be exploring the skeleton and major organs, researching their 
position and function. We will be discussing what we can do to keep our body healthy. We will investigate our 
senses, building on previous learning, to look at ways in which people adapt with limited use of a particular sense. 
Linked to topical news stories we will research ways of preventing the spread of and treating some common diseases.  
 

P5 Next term they have chosen to learn about Solids, Liquids and Gases, and are looking forward to a range of 
experiments. 
 

P6 are starting to think about their Burns Supper. They have discussed all the jobs and responsibilities that will be 
needed and the pupils have started to submit application forms for those jobs. The Seton Burns Club have kindly 
donated £50 towards the event. The Burns supper will take place in school on Thursday 12th February for invited 
guests.  
 

After School Club 
A big well done has to go to the Cockenzie After School Club who received Highly Recommended at the Council 
Employees Star Awards.  Congratulations! 
 

Road Safety 
 

Can I please highlight that the road outside the school is one way and anyone leaving the car park should turn right 
only.  
 

Kitchen 
 

On return after the holidays (Tuesday 6th January 2015) the kitchen will be serving the Week 3 Monday Menu i.e. 
beef burger, quorn burger and the baked potatoes will be replaced with chicken breast in gravy or pasta in a creamy 
mushroom sauce.  No baked potatoes will be available as per normal for a Monday.  This is due to lack of freezer 
storage space over the holiday period. 
 

Free School Meals for P1, P2 and P3 
 

Information regarding free school meals for Primary 1 to 3 is now available on East Lothian Council Website (links 
below for reference) and will be sign posted via the Council’s twitter and facebook pages.   
 

Free school meals article: 
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/864/parental_support-benefits_and_grants/613/free_school_meals 
 

News item on free school meals: 
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/1826/free_school_meals_for_children_in_primary_1_2_and_3 
 

Parent Zone 
 

Please check the blog / parents zone for useful website to help with   "Maths - Useful Websites" 
http://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzie/maths-websites/ 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all staff, pupils and parents a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy 
New Year. 
 

 
 

Jacqui MacKinnon 
Headteacher 
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Homework survey 
 
In September 2014 we changed the format and standards for the homework we send out each week. You should 
receive Homework on a Tuesday and it should be returned to us on a Monday. We felt it was now time to evaluate 
how parents and carers were finding the homework and if it was meeting their needs.  
 
 Agree Not sure Disagree 
I receive regular homework for my child.    
The homework is allowing me to see what is happening in class.    
I feel the maths homework is improving my child’s numeracy skills.    
I feel the reading homework is improving my child’s reading.    
I  feel the spelling homework is leading to improvement.    
I would like topic based homework on top of the other homework.    
I would like all homework to stop.    
 
 
  
Please feel free to comment about any aspect of homework: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My child is in     P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 
 
Thank you. 


