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A warm back to session 2015-2016 I am sure you like us are wondering where the last 6 weeks have gone! I 
hope everyone is well rested as we start another exciting session. 
 

What’s new 
The building work over the summer holidays have resulted in the walls being removed from the nursery, which 
I have to say make the nursery look amazing. The staff have been busy restructuring the room and the children 
were all extremely settled and engaged in their new surroundings. 
 

The gym hall has had an overhaul which includes insulated roof, a new ceiling, new lighting the floor sanded 
and lines repainted. Again, it is looking fantastic and we are looking forward to the children’s reaction. 
  

The school has received new boilers and these are already making a difference. Yes it has been tested in 
August! 
 

In-Service Day Training 
It is very beneficial to the school to have 2 In-Service days in August. This has allowed us to train all staff in the 
use of “reflective reading“. The trainer joined us on Monday and we were guided through a range of excellent 
reading activities which will allow us to teach far more effectively. The trainer complemented us on our work 
with Read Write Inc, and the secure range of phonics this is providing for our children. Reflective reading will 
allow children to develop a range of strategies to become analytical about the texts they read watch and listen 
to and develop that love of reading we want to inspire in all children.  
 

On Day 2 the teachers were undertaking training in the teaching of French. The government have introduced 
the 1+2 modern languages initiative. 
 

“The Scottish Government’s policy, Language Learning in Scotland: A 1+2 Approach, is aimed at ensuring that 
every child has the opportunity to learn a modern language from P1 onwards. Additionally, each child should 
have the right to learn a second modern language from P5 onwards. The policy should be fully implemented 
across the country by 2020.” More information about this initiative can be found    
http://www.gov.scot/resource/0039/00393435.pdf 
 

In East Lothian Council all P1 children will be introduced to French. This initiative starts after October. 
 

Our first staff training session next Friday will be reviewing our training and looking at how we effectively 
implement the training we have received. The trainer will be returning early in September to help us assess our 
implementation. 
 

Our trainer from Read Write Inc. will also be returning to ensure we are doing all we can to get the best results 
from the scheme. 
 

Staffing  
We start the year with 2 staff on long term absence, a vacant position for a visiting specialist of music and 3 
classroom assistant vacancies. All positions have been covered temporarily and we will be interviewing over 
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the next few weeks for the classroom assistantS and music specialist. The classroom assistants position is 
currently being advertised on myjobscotland. 
 

Please find enclosed a full staffing list for your records. 
 

Readathon May 2015 
A major thank you to everyone who took part in or gave money to our 1st Cockenzie Readathon in May. 
Children from P3 - P7 took part, reading a massive number of books and raising over £2000. We have already 
spent most of this, and the library shelves are groaning with shiny new titles. We have unpacked 5 large boxes 
of books so far, and more books are still to arrive in August. Everyone who took part received a 
bookmark. Everyone who raised money received a pencil. Miss Welsh's class, who read the most during the 
Readathon, had a Pizza Party in celebration of their achievement at the end of term. Everyone who raised £10 
or more received a sticker in a book that they chose from the new selection, recording their generosity and 
hard work.  And everyone who raised £15 or more was entered into the draw to win a Kindle Fire, which was 
won by Ailsa (P5C).  
 

Old Gym Shoes 
If anyone has old gym shoes that they no longer need (if possible size 11 and above) please hand into school as 
these can be used in school for pupils who have forgot their gym kits. 
 

Get your Newsletter emailed 
We are trying our best to cut down on our paper usage. We also try to be sensible with the school budget! It 
would help us enormously if we could email the majority of our newsletters. If you would like your newsletters 
emailed to you please email us at the following address with your request - admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk 
 

A thank you message from Mrs Chalmers 
I would like to say a big thank you to you all for the wonderful send off when I retired.  Cockenzie Primary 
School had been a very big part of my life for the last 25 year and it was a privilege to be part of the lives of so 
many children and families.  However it was time for a change for me to spend more time with my own family 
and I am enjoying doing that now.    I was very touched by the cards, messages and gifts given to me by the 
children, staff and parents and the beautiful picture given to me by the PTA has pride of place in my home.  It is 
a daily reminder of 25 very happy years.   Thank you to all the classes for their drawings, poems, cakes and 
good wishes for my retirement, some of the things I am going to do, according to them are amazing.  I enjoyed 
reading every one of them, I am not sure I can live up to the adventures they made up for me, but maybe I 
should try.   
 

I would like to wish all the children, families and the staff of Cockenzie Primary School all the very best in the 
future and I look forward to hearing about your achievements.    
 

Parental Engagement Survey 
As promised in the last newsletter we have now studied the comments and suggestions in the parental 
engagement survey.  Communication was highlighted at the Annual Curriculum Evening and the Authority 
Survey gave us the perfect medium to survey your thoughts. I am delighted to say we had the best response 
across the authority reflecting your commitment to your child’s education and we fully appreciate your time 
taken to complete the survey. As you can imagine there were many constructive suggestions and we have 
made the following changes to enable you to become more engaged with the school.  
 

The Parent Council will be leading on the improvements in communication.  We will be reviewing the survey in 
full at the meeting being held next Wednesday 26th in the staffroom.  If you have any further comments please 
drop them an email on parentcouncil@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk 
 

The first meeting on Wednesday 26th August 2015 will be to review the survey results and agree on an action 
plan.  Their second meeting will be to review the homework policy.  The revised draft policy will be issued to all 
parents prior to the meeting to comment. 
 

 Monthly Newsletters 
We will aim for a monthly newsletter to be issued on the 1st school day of every month.  There will be a 
section for feedback to allow you to request any information or clarification of any issues. 

 

 Annual Calendar 
Please find enclosed a calendar of all the dates we know so far.  Our on line calendar is always kept up to 
date and is available on our school blog. http://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzie/ 
 

 Homework 

mailto:admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk
mailto:parentcouncil@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzie/


Your child’s teacher will provide you with a termly overview, weekly timetable and updates via your child’s 
homework jotter. 

 

 Twitter 
We now have a twitter account @CockenziePS 

 

 Website 
Our blog website address is http://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzie/ 

 

We aim to overhaul the website with the parent council.  Please get involved. 
 

 Groupcall 
We plan to continue using this service – please ensure you keep us up to date on changes to your mobile 
telephone number.  Groupcall only allows for 150 characters per message which can sometimes make the 
messages seem a little short. 

 

 Signage 
We have introduced new signs around the school to aid you to navigate through the building more easily. 

 

 Welcome packs for new parents 
This is under review and will be issued to parents of children who joined us during last year. 

 

 Learning Logs 
We are working on establishing learning logs which will be sent home on a Friday to be returned to school 
on a Monday.  Each week  each class will provide you with information about your child’s education. This 
will be reviewed during the course of the year. 

 

There were a number of comments regarding late notification of events, which we accept in most cases, 
but find the comments regarding the Education Evening a bit of a concern.  The Educational Evening was 
notified to parents/carers in the March newsletter with the options of workshops sent home a week prior 
to the event.   May I respectfully ask that parents note dates of interest in their diaries and read 
newsletters carefully to prevent frustration being unnecessarily caused. 

 

FAQ: Can I email the class teacher directly: 
 

Email for Teacher 
Teachers do not have their email open on their desktops and so could miss communication in relation to 
emergency changes to pick-ups etc.  Teachers have to actively open a link before they access emails and this 
may not be done until the end of the day. 
 

How to communicate with school staff 
1. Phone school and ask for a telephone call back. 

2. Try not to catch teachers in the line as they are responsible for the whole class. 

3. If a message is urgent please come into school and a member of office staff or management will be able to 

help. 

Please help us by: 
 

 Signing up to receive your newsletter by email 

 Follow us on twitter - @CockenziePS 

 Register for email alerts from the website 

 Familiarise yourself with the online calendar 

 Complete your personal update form which will be distributed in the next few weeks. 

 Complete the green local outing permission form which will be in school bag this week. 

 Tell us if you would like information about anything specific in the next newsletter. 
 
Our next newsletter is due out on the 1st September. 
 

 
Headteacher 
 

https://twitter.com/CockenziePS
http://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzie/


AGENDA FOR 
COCKENZIE PRIMARY SCHOOL  

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, 26 AUGUST 2015 

AT 7.00PM 
AT COCKENZIE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
 
 
1. Apologies and Welcome       
 
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes but Not on the Agenda 
 
4. School Improvement Plan 15/16 and Beyond 
 
5. Parental Involvement Strategy 
 
6. Homework Policy 
 
7. Head Teacher Report 
 
8. Proposed Future Meeting Dates 
 
 Tuesday, 20 October 2015 
 Wednesday, 2 December 2015 
 Tuesday, 26 January 2016 
 Wednesday, 16 March 2016 
 Tuesday, 17 May 2016 - AGM 

 
9. AOCB 



Cockenzie Primary School 

Class Teacher List 2015/2016 
 

Class Teacher        

P1B Mrs Sue Barnett        

P1G Mrs Kirsty Greenwood        

P1W Miss Mary Welsh        
         

P2C Miss Nicola Clarke        

P2W Mrs Faye Wylie        

         

P3D Ms Jennifer Daly        

P3S Mrs Yvonne Smith        
         

P4B Mrs Ali Blevins        

P4N Mrs Janey Nicol        

         

P5C Mrs Holly Clark        

P5T Mrs Natasha O’Connor / Mrs Debbie Mercer        

         

P6N Miss Julie Nisbet        

P6/7 Miss Katie Wright / Miss Sarah Drummond        

         

P7S Miss Lorna Sleven        

P7T Mrs Jacqui Thomson        

         

Music Vacant        

Gym Ms Janine Dougal        

Art Mrs Morag McLeod        

SFL Miss Victoria O’Neill      

BASE Miss Ann Langlands 
 

     

Nursery  

Mrs Fiona McNeill 

Mrs Andrea Becquemont 

Mrs Mells 

Miss McDonald 

Mrs Pollard 

Mrs Hughson                    

Ms Kelly                                       

Mrs Hardman                             

 

Classroom Assistants   

Mrs Joyce Robertson   Ms Linda Anderson     

Mrs Diane Simpson   

SEN Auxiliaries 

Mrs Alison Borthwick   Mrs Catherine Currie 

Playground Supervisor/Auxiliary 

Ms Angela Scott 

Dining Room Supervisor  

Ms Angela Martin 

 

  

Email address – admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk  

Fax – 01875 814548 

Tel – 01875 811327 

Kitchen – 811900 

Afterschool Club – 0131 653 0820/07854 742 077 
                         

 
 



 

 

 

 

EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

RESOURCES AND PEOPLE SERVICES 
SCHOOL SESSION DATES 2015/16 

 
 

TERM 1 Staff In-service Day 1 

Staff In-service Day 2 

Monday 

Tuesday 

17 

18 

August 

August 

2015 

2015 

 Pupils Resume Wednesday 19 August 2015 

 Autumn Holiday (schools 
closed) 

Friday 18 September 2015 

 Autumn Holiday (schools 
closed 

Monday 21 September 2015 

 All Return Tuesday 22 September 2015 

      

 All Break Friday 9 October 2015 

 Staff In-service Day 3 Monday 19 October 2015 

 Pupils Resume Tuesday 20 October 2015 

 Term Ends Friday 18 December 2015 

      

TERM 2 All Resume Tuesday 5 January 2016 

 All Break Friday 12 February 2016 

 Staff In-service Day 4 Monday 22 February 2016 

 Pupils Resume Tuesday 23 February 2016 

 All Break Thursday 24 March 2016 

 Good Friday – 25 March 2016 

Easter Monday – 28 March 
2016 

    

TERM 3 All Resume (Staff and Pupils) Monday 11 April 2016 

 May Day (Schools closed) Monday 2 May 2016 

 All Resume Tuesday 3 May 2016 

 Staff In-service Day 5 (pupils 
off) 

Monday 23 May 2016 

 Pupils Resume Tuesday 24 May 2016 

 Term Ends Friday 1 July 2016 

 

Provisional 2016/17 

   

 Staff Resume Monday 15 August 2016 

 
Approved by Education Committee on 30 September 2014 

 


