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I am delighted to say we have had a very positive experience with the HMIe team. They have provided us with critical feedback, 
pointed out the positives and given us next steps. They have left us with a sense of achievement which they will share with you 
in the near future through the Education Scotland letter of findings. This will hopefully be with you before the Christmas break. 
 

The staff have worked incredibly hard on all the new developments and I am so very proud that their efforts have been 
recognised and acknowledged. 
 

What’s new  
Staff came together on the In-service day in October to look at the new self- evaluation document produced by Education 
Scotland. This can be viewed at  -  
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/resources/h/hgios4/introduction.asp?strReferringChannel=educationscotland&strReferri
ngPageID=tcm:4-615801-64&class=l1+d86716 
 

This will form the basis of all inspections from August 2016 and we will be using it from now on to evaluate our current practice 
against. 
 

We also looked at contextualising the education we provide for your child. We looked at the factors which make Cockenzie 
unique, in terms of its history and our community and we will be asking for your input and thoughts around this in the near 
future. 
 

Our next CAT session will be held on Friday where we will come together as a staff to look at assessment in maths. 
 

Feedback from parents night was very positive and the following comments were left on our start stop continue boards. 
 

Start Stop  Continue 

Running 1 mile  every day 
 
Provide sheets which can be cut up 
for use as flash cards for speed 
skills. 
 
I like the idea of the daily mile if it 
fitted in. 

No comments Speed skills: Have the teaching in class to back it up. 
 
I really like the text system.  
 
Emails are much better than paper pupil post. 
 
I really love how you do parent consultations - I get to 
see the classroom and have a conversation. 
 
I like the bells. 
 
Home school communication. 

 

These items will be discussed at the next parent council meeting on 25
th

 November 2015. 
 

Feedback from issues raised at Parent Council meeting. 
 

1. Supervision in playground at the beginning of the day. 
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Parents brought to our attention misbehaviour in the school playground prior to the school day beginning. Currently 
there is no supervision in the playground at the start of the day and after discussion with the parent council regarding 
the loss of classroom support required to facilitate this we have decided we will not deploy staff to cover this. 
 

If you ever see or hear off misbehaviour in the playground please notify the school. You can do this via dropping in to 
the office straight away, phoning or emailing. We will take this extremely seriously and we spoke to all children about 
this at assembly last week. 
 

All children should come to school as close to the bell as possible. Children found to be causing disruption in the 
playground will not be permitted to enter the playground prior to the school bell in the mornings. 
 

2. Photographs 
The parent council raise some concerns about the quality of the photographs sent home this year. I have arranged for a 
Tempus Representative to speak to a member of the parent council and we will see if we can get the matter resolved. 

 

3. Cutlery 
The parent council questioned the use of plastic cutlery in the dining hall. Can I firstly reassure parents that it is not thin 
plastic cutlery but robust melamine which has been placed into a number of schools across the authority. This is 
primarily used for the infant lunches. I will be taking the cutlery along to the next parent council meeting and I have put 
a set behind the main reception desk in case anyone would like to see it. 

 

Mission statement 
Thank you once again to all the families who participated in our mission statement homework. We are pleased to say that the 
judging is now over and we have identified our winners. 
 

Congratulations to Robyn in P7 whose design was selected by parents, children and staff as the third most popular design. We 
were very impressed with how she had highlighted the various attributes we are trying to develop here at  Cockenzie. 
 

Runner up went to Dillon in P5 whose design was voted as most popular by his peers. We liked the sense of friendship created 
through a row of children linking together and his historical marking of the power station chimneys coming down. 
 

First place, and certainly the parents / carers favourite was Mary’s design in P1. We liked how her mission statement 
encapsulates what we are trying to achieve in school. Mary really wanted her statement depicted in a caterpillar and we hope to 
have this displayed in a number of places across the school in the coming months. 
Mary’s mission statement captures our intention to develop your child’s desire to be Curious, Positive and Successful. (Ties 
nicely into Cockenzie Primary School initials!) 
 

Christmas Lunch 
Christmas lunch will be served on Tuesday 8

th
 December 2015.  Payment of £1.90 will be required at the end of November and 

children must pre book a lunch. The room will be set up for the children to come in and sit down to eat together with crackers 
for all children having school or packed lunches.   
 

Boogie in the morning comes to Cockenzie 
 

We are delighted to announce that Boogie, Arlene and Matty will be joining us next Monday (16th November 2015) to record 
‘When Santa Got Stuck up the Chimney’ for FORTH1.  The whole school will be involved so school dinners will run slightly 
differently. Even though it's for radio children can wear a Santa Hat/Headband to feel in the mood if you have any handy at this 
early stage! 
 

A competition will be held in school to select 4 children to be asked Christmas related questions and show a special talent like 
playing an instrument, telling a joke or impersonating a famous person. 
 

Christmas crafts 
To prepare items for the PTA to sell at their forthcoming Christmas sale we are organising craft afternoons. This will be an 
opportunity for year groups to come together to prepare items for sale with adult supervision. Could you spare us an hour to 
help during the times shown below?  It would be helpful to have as many adult helpers as possible during the event. 
 

Thursday 19
th

 November 2015   P7 – 0900 - 1000hrs 
     P6 – 1100 - 1200hrs 
     P4 – 1320 - 1420hrs 
     P5 – 1420 - 1515hrs 
 
Friday 20

th
 November 2015   P1 – 0900 – 1000hrs 

     P2 – 1000 – 1100hrs 
     P3 – 1100 – 1200hrs 



Dog Dirt 
Please can you refrain from using the playground if you have a dog.  Numerous children are coming into school from the 
playground with dog dirt on their shoes which results in the janitor and staff having to clean it up. Can you please spread the 
word around the community to other dog owners. 
 
Community Flu Vaccination Clinic 
If you were unable to attend the recent Community Flu Vaccination Clinic and you wish your child to receive the vaccine, there 
will be another opportunity for you to attend with your child: 
 

on:  Wednesday 9th December  
at:  Musselburgh Primary Care Centre, Inveresk Road, Musselburgh, EH21 7BP   
between: 3pm and 7pm 
 

Many thanks 
Community Vaccination Team 
NHS Lothian 
 

Staffing 
Some of you by now will have heard about Ms Nisbet’s departure on Friday 13th November 2015. Ms Nisbet is delighted at 
securing a new position in Mid Lothian. She will leave us with a gap in skills of a principal teacher and we will be advertising her 
position as soon as possible. We wish her all the very best in the future. We are very fortunate to have Mrs Susan Pirie ready and 
able to take over next Monday.  Mrs Pirie works on a regular basis in the school and we are delighted she is able to join us. 
 

Mrs Becquemont is hoping to be back on Monday 16
th

 November 2015 and she will take over in the P6/7 class. Unfortunately 
Miss Wright has taken ill and needs a few more weeks to recuperate. We wish her well and look forward to Mrs Becquemont 
returning to school. 
 

Our new music teacher is also starting with us next Monday so Monday 16th November 2015 is going to be a busy day! Laura 
Matuszak  is joining us from Edinburgh Council and we thank Mr Woods for stepping in until Laura was appointed. 
 

Our classroom assistant recruitment campaign is now completed and we look forward to welcoming Mrs Macari, Mrs Di Canto 
and Mrs Worobec onto our team. The three CAS will be with us until the end of term. 
 

The staff on maternity leave are enjoying the time with their babies and we look forward to Mrs Barnacle and Ms Letchford 
joining us nearer to the end of the session. 
 

Christmas 
We fully appreciate that Christmas is an expensive time of year and are aware that a number of trips have also gone out this 
term. These were pushed back due to the inspection and we apologise for the implications of the cost of these being asked for 
at this time. Please remember that if you are not able to pay at this time you can make arrangements to pay in the New Year. 
Please speak to either myself, Mrs Mercer or Mrs Corr. 
 
What can you do to help us 
 

 Please sign up to our twitter feed @cockenziePS 

 Can you pay your pantomime or Lyceum money on line if possible?  

 Transfer the information in the newsletter onto your calendar.  

 Sign up for Blog updates on http://edubuzz.org/blogs/cockenzie 

 Take a set of Read Write Inc books home to sticker them. 
 
Please find attached copy of the Dates for your Diary. 
Term Sessions for 2016/2017 
Term Sessions for 2017/2018 
 

 

Jacqui MacKinnon 
Headteacher 
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