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We really enjoyed our visit from Boogie, Arlene and Matty from Forth1 when they came to record our school singing “Santa got 
stuck up the chimney”. A huge thank you goes to Ms Daly for organising the event so efficiently.  
We really appreciated your help at the children’s craft activity session earlier this month. The feedback has been positive and we 
plan to repeat this event next session so this will be added to our annual calendar. We fully appreciate how much money we 
have asked parents for recently and will be including this is in the annual plan next year. 
 

Individual Stages 

P1 have been away to the woods to put their learning in class into context. They have been learning about woodland animals 

and nocturnal habits and hibernation. The countryside ranger was able to support their learning. P1 are now very busy preparing 
for their nativity and have taken on a variety of roles and responsibilities. 
 

P2 enjoyed their visit to Tantallon Castle where they were able to relate their learning in the class into real life. The classes had 

a visit from Mr Allen who taught both classes how castles were built. 
 

P3 had been practising hard for their St Andrews Day Assembly and Family Ceilidh.  P3 extend a grateful thanks to everyone 

who supported their efforts to raise money for Children 1st.  The ‘Kilts for Kids Day’, Ceilidh and donations at our assembly 
raised £500.00.  This money will stay local and will be used by Children 1st to make a difference in some children’s lives.  Thank 
you all.  You can view some pictures of the event on twitter. 
 

P4 have been out and about visiting the Seabird Centre and attending the badminton festival. They also visited the panto 

which sets the scene for the forthcoming season. 
 

P5 Will be leading the service in the church at the end of term. This will include wearing Christmas jumpers to church for ITV 

Text Santa who are teaming up with three amazing charities - Macmillan Cancer Support, Make-A-Wish
®
 UK and Save the 

Children. P5 also hosted a very successful coffee morning and sold recipe books which enabled the pupils to raise enough money 
to attend the Lyceum in Edinburgh to watch The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe. Big thanks to all the parents and carers who 
supported this event. 
 

P6 & P7 held a successful Science Fair. P7S & P7T have been visited by the education team from the museum of flight. The 

children learned about the rapid changes to airline travel since the 1960s and then were given a challenge to design a scaled 
model of an airline trolley, capable of supporting as many mini cans of fizzy juice as possible. Great team work and engagement 
was shown by all, a great addition to our Inventions topic. P6/7 and P6N will enjoy the same workshop this week. 
 

The media group continues to blog about school events as they occur so please sign up for email notifications as the blog is 
updated. This can be done on: http://edubuzz.org/blogs/cockenzie and join our twitter account on @cockenziePS 
 

 
 
 

 
        

         

           

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/cockenzie
mailto:admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk
https://twitter.com/CockenziePS
http://edubuzz.org/blogs/cockenzie


DECEMBER NEWS 
 

This month will see us gear up for the Christmas madness. We are fully underway on our countdown to Christmas. Lots of 
singing can be heard and rehearsing for our shows and events.  
 
Our fantastic PTA have organised the Christmas Fayre for  this  Saturday 5th December 2015 from 1-3pm.  This is the big fund 
raiser of the year and we look forward to seeing you there. There will be lots of opportunities to grab a last minute gift from the 
many stall holders, purchase some crafts which the children have made or just catch up with friends and enjoy the festive 
activities.  
 
The children are enjoying the early opportunity to guess the number of sweets in the jar (20p) and the 
birthday of the reindeer (50p). This will be available all week. 
 
Staffing news  
We are aiming to appoint two Principal Teachers prior to the Christmas holidays. We did not replace Ms Baxter’s management 
position when she left as we had a full complement of staff. We now have the opportunity to replace both Principal Teacher 
positions following on from Miss Nisbet’s departure. 
 
Miss Nisbet left last week and Mrs Pirie has joined our staff. She will be teaching P6N four days of the week with Ms Drummond 
teaching the class on a Tuesday. 
 
Mrs Becquemont has returned to work and we are delighted to welcome her back. She is not returning to her substantive 
nursery position but moving to P6/7 to cover for Miss Wright who is currently off sick.  Ms Drummond will continue to teach the 
class on a Monday which will give Mrs Becquemont additional time to work with individuals and planning for the class for the 
next few weeks. 
 

The staff on long term sick leave continue to make progress and we wish them all a speedy recovery. 
 

Staff training 
We have been reviewing our maths trackers over the last few weeks and identifying specific summative assessments. These will 
be consistently used at the end of a block of teaching to track what your child has learnt during the block and will inform the 
teacher next session more effectively. These assessments will be shared with you in due course. 
 

We have welcomed Anne Glennie back to school where her focus has been language development in the P3 stages. We have 
invested in the Read Write Inc. spelling programme that we plan to roll out to P3 after Christmas. 
 

We have reviewed our support for learning timetable and we are currently training a number of our support staff to provide 1-1 
coaching of phonics.  We are always looking for parents to pop in from 0845hrs till 0915hrs to read with children who would 
benefit from 1-1. If you can spare us some time in the New Year then please complete the slip below. 
 

Road Safety 
I continue to receive complaints from local residents about the lack of courtesy when some parents and carers drop off and 
collect children from school. These are passed onto the local police and I am sure you will have noticed them patrolling now and 
again.  Can I please also highlight that the road outside the school is one way and anyone leaving the car park should turn right 
only.  
 
School Menu 
You will have received a copy of the new school menu which started on 2nd November 2015.  The menu can also be viewed on 
the blog 
 
ESOL Coordinator for ELC 
Andy Stuckey is the English as a Second Language Coordinator for East Lothian Council and the web site www.esolwithus.org.uk 
may be of interest to parents of EAL pupils.  If he can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact him. 
 

Parent Council Meeting 
The following matters were discussed at the parent council meeting: 
 

Previous matters: 
Cutlery – Parent Council members were happy with the melamine cutlery. 
Facebook  - The parent council had a robust discussion about the use of the new C&PS Facebook Account. It was noted by 
parents how useful the site is for reminders and reinforced the communication from school. However, may I remind parents and 
carers that any concerns you have about the school, or the education your child is receiving should be addressed to the school 
so that they can be resolved for the benefit of your child and others as soon as possible.  The school will always listen to your 
concern and act upon it. If you feel you require support raising your concern then a member of the parent council will happily 
raise the concern for you. They can be contacted on: parentcouncil@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk 

http://www.esolwithus.org.uk/
mailto:parentcouncil@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk


I would like to inform parents that it is a criminal offence to make any electronic communication (even within a closed group) 
which causes harm or distress.  
 

Things we are looking for: 
Electronic gadgets such as old printers, music systems etc. These are taken apart by our budding engineers in the nursery. This 
was highlighted as good practice in our recent HMie visit so please think about us after Santa has been! 
 

If you have any Christmas themed books that you are finished with then please send them into school. We are always on the 
lookout for themed books to support our curriculum. 
 

What can you do for us? 

 PLEASE read this newsletter carefully.  

 Transfer date information onto your calendars.  

 Inform us if you have changed your mobile phone number, home telephone number or email. 

 Complete the return form below with any concerns you have about homework or communication. These will be 
addressed and your comments will be productive. 

 Address any concern you have to the Parent Council Email  account parentcouncil@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk so that 
they can be addressed during the course of the month. 

 Look out any books your children are finished with especially Christmas books. 

 Donate electrical items into school for the nursery engineers. 

 Ensure you have paid your Christmas lunch money. Remember there is no alternative on the day. 

 Follow us on twitter @cockenziePS 

 Register for Email / updates from our website - http://edubuzz.org/blogs/cockenzie 
 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all staff, pupils and parents a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 
 

 
 

Jacqui MacKinnon 
Headteacher 
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Cockenzie Primary School – 1-1 Reading 
 
I am able to help with 1-1 Reading between 0845 – 0915hrs 
 
Name : ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact No : ________________________________________________________ 
 
Pupil : _______________________________ Class : _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Homework / Communication  
 
Name : ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Pupil : _______________________________ Class : _____________________ 
 
Please provide any comments below: 
 
 

 


