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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are certainly gearing up for the Christmas madness within the nursery! 
 

Our newsletter below provides you with all the key information prior to the Christmas break… 
 

Christmas Nativity – Wednesday 16th December at 10.30am 
We are busy practising and learning the story of ‘Mary’s Knitting’ and are 
excited about performing on the big stage in school.  This performance is 
the beginning of our transition journey to primary 1. 
 
Tickets for the performance will be allocated shortly, 2 per child, and 
each body entering the hall, child or adult, requires a ticket to enable us 
to comply with fire regulations.   
 
Once the performance has finished the children will be taken back to 
nursery where they will change into regular clothes and can be picked up. 
We would like parent/carer helpers on the day of the show to help us, six 
if possible.  If you are available to help then please contact Mrs McNeill 
who will go through the appropriate policies and paperwork with you. 
 

Christmas Parties 
 
The morning children will have their party on the morning of Thursday 
17th of December and Santa will visit around 11.30am, you are welcome 
to join us from 11.20am and see the children get their present.  We would 
also like to invite a few parents in to help us prepare the snack and clear 
up afterwards so if you are free from around 10.00am and would like to 
offer your services please tell a member of staff. 
 
The afternoon children will have their party on the morning of Friday 
18th of December and you are welcome at the same time as above and 
helpers will also be required. 
 
We would also welcome parents/carers to help wrap the presents on 
Monday 15th December. 
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Clothing 
 
It is important to write your child’s name somewhere on their clothing so 
that we can match them with the child if or when they are abandoned! 
 
It is also important that your child has a suitable change of clothes in the 
bag on their peg and that if they have used the change of clothes you 
replace them.  
 
Recently there have been a mix up over the bags so staff have evaluated 
the situation and  have made the decision that we will change the bags over 
between sessions so that this helps reduce the confusion over the colour 
of the bags.  We are waiting on of pegs being fitted in our utility area to 
store the bags when not in use. 
 
Please empty your child’s bag when we break up for the Christmas holidays 
and ensure that any clothes or shoes inside still fit them. 
 
We would also appreciate nursery clothes being returned if they have been 
borrowed as we are once again short of boys’ bottoms and socks.  It may 
be a good idea to put a few pairs of socks in your change bag. 
 

Play on Pedals 
 
We have the chance to take up training on teaching children 
how to ride a bike and parents/carers are welcome to take up 
the training to enable them to help out at nursery.   
 
Karyn Pollard, nursery nurse, is attending and we booked 
another place on the course for one parent/carer.  This 
training will take place on Friday the 22nd January from 
9am until 4pm and any parent/carer attending must be able 
to come into nursery to put the training into practise.  Please 
let a member of staff know if you are interested. 
 

15:00 – 15:15 Pick up Times 
 
It is important that the pick time is adhered to as late pick ups effect our 
routines and staffing.  If  you have a child in the infant classes who is 
released at 1510 then it would be more effective to pick your nursery child 
up at 1500 and  make your way round afterwards.  We have a few parents 
who do this and they are always on time for the school child being 
released. 
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Visit from a Nurse 
Lucy’s mummy came into tell us all about her job as a nurse.  She came in with 
her uniform on and the tools from her job, toy instruments of course.  She 
told us that she works in the Royal Infirmary and told us how she cares for 
people are not feeling very well.  
 
We had fun being bandaged up and pretending to have sore arms. 

Coffee Morning 
Thank you to all who attended our coffee morning last Friday, 27th November.  
For the parents unable to attend attached is a summary of what was 
discussed. 

Favourite Story from Home 
One very brave mummy took up the chance to read a favourite story from 
home to her child’s gather group and has offered to come back for more!  If 
you want to follow suit then let a member of staff know and we will welcome 
your contribution. 

 
Mrs McNeill and the nursery staff want to wish you a very Merry 

Christmas and thank you for the help and support you have shown us 
throughout the changes in nursery. 

Police Visit 
We have been learning about keeping safe and  invited in two local police 
officers to speak to the children.  The police officers told the children about 
their job, how they help keep people safe, how we can keep ourselves safe and 
of course about all the equipment they carry.   
 
The children now know that the police officers are their friends and are not 
people to be scared of. 
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Coffee Morning - 27th November 
Notes 

• We discussed the future of our Learning Stores as a number of other local 
nurseries have moved away from learning stories due to the difficulties 
with the reduction in nursery nurse non-contact hours.  Nursery nurses have 
one hour non-contact time per day since the increase in childcare and early 
education was introduced. 

 
• Mrs McNeill was able to show the parents the new tracking system that has 

been introduced and an explanation of how we observe the children. Parents 
were able to offer helpful insights. 
 

• After January we hope to be able to facilitate one key worker to be 
available to discuss your child’s Learning Story on a rolling programme. This 
will allow you to take the learning story home to share with your child and 
other family members. 

 
An example of how you can add news from home was shown as this allows 
the nursery nurses to know your child at a deeper level. 
 

• One parent commented on things she had had to ask other parents 
information about.  It is crucial that any missing information is fed back to 
us so that we can improve our service for others. 
 

• Nursery walkway was discussed, and although Mrs Mackinnon will approach 
the council about a more appropriately placed nursery gate it is likely we 
need to improve the walkway we have. We will get the yellow lines repainted 
but parents must keep their children safe. 
 

• Babies / toddlers left outside during drop /off and collection was also 
discussed as it had been raised in a recent Care Commission feedback.  We 
are not legally responsible for looking after children out of the nursery but 
of course we will always keep an eye on them.  Our main responsibility is to 
ensure no nursery child leaves the nursery without an adult and our focus is 
required to be on this. Parents were able to give us some ideas for making 
the system for collecting children smoother and we will look into these in 
the coming weeks. 
 

• Mrs McNeill and I really enjoyed meeting with the parents and hearing your 
views. Please add any areas for discussion to the next agenda which will be 
displayed in the nursery. The next meeting will be on Friday 29th January 
to which you are invited. 


