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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We may be finding this dreich weather awful but the children have been using it to experience 
and investigate.  We have been looking at the different forms of water, the depth of the flood 
in the garden and experimenting with floating and sinking. 
 

Burns 
 
We celebrated the birthday of the bard, 25th January, learning about the 
man himself Robert Burns, Scotland and where we are in Scotland and how 
things are different now from when Burns was a boy.   
 
Miss Macdonald researched Scottish food with the children and they decided 
the snack for the week using their research. 
 
Each group walked to the butchers and Co-op to buy the ingredients for our 
Burns Supper and were involved in the preparation of the food and decoration 
of the tables.  Our aim was to ensure that they were involved in the whole 
process and could relate to where the food comes from, how it’s cooked and 
of course the tasting.  We brought information handling into our Burns 
Supper when the children were asked to participate in feedback about what 
they had eaten; haggis was by far the favourite.   
 
During the Burns Supper the children were asked if they wanted to sing one 
of the Scottish songs we had been learning to their peers and many did a 
turn. 

The children felting to 
make their own tartan 

http://www.sheepdogherding.com/dog-collars/tartan.html
http://www.sheepdogherding.com/dog-collars/tartan.html
https://twitter.com/CockenziePS
https://twitter.com/CockenziePS
mailto:admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzie/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi22umhptbKAhWDfRoKHTn4A8wQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartsheep.com/robert-burns-clipart/&bvm=bv.113034660,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEktdnOqQtvzmbwQuQLCAsi0HUEww&ust=1454406889193510


Loose Parts 
 
Mrs McNeill is currently attending a course at university that requires her 
to set up new areas for investigation and exploration within our nursery.   
 
She has chosen to look at heuristic play and will be setting up “loose parts 
stations” both inside and outside the nursery.  In order to set these up 
she is looking for the following items: 
 

 bricks      
 planks of wood 
 guttering 
 plastic pipe 
 milk crates 
 any other items you think the children could be creative with outside. 
 wooden curtain rings 
 glass beads 
 shells 
 old keys 
 bangles 
 chains 

 
If you have any of these items or know where perhaps Mrs McNeill could 
source them then please let her know either in person or by emailing 
fmcneill@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk  

Outside Play/Change of Clothes 
 
The opportunities for learning outside are vast and many children do lots of 
their learning outside and our nursery has an open door policy where the 
children choose where they want to play.   
 
We ensure that all children put on wellies and waterproofs when they venture 
outside in wet weather and check to ensure they are dry once they go back 
inside and therefore require you to provide a change of clothes for your child 
including pants and socks.   
 
We encourage the children to be as independent as possible when they get 
changed and an adult always supervises to ensure that they do not struggle by 
themselves.   
 
Could all parents / carers please ensure that children have a change of 
clothes. As some children require more than one change in a day we require 
spare clothes. We are running very short of spare clothes and would 
appreciate any donations. Thank you 
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Parent Consultation 
 
Parent / carer consultations  will take place as follows: 
 
 Orange group (Mrs Mells) ……………Tuesday 15th March 

(Mrs McNeill) ………  Wednesday 16th March 
 Green Group (Mrs Pollard) …………  Thursday 17th March 
 Blue Group (Mrs Norris) ……………… Tuesday 22nd March 
 Red Group (Ms Finlay) …………………  Wednesday 23rd March 
 Purple Group (Miss Macdonald) …  Thursday 24th March 

 
 During the day appointments will be held with Mrs McNeil and your 

child’s keyworker. 
  
Evening consultations will take place with only Mrs McNeill on Monday 21st 
or Wednesday 23rd March between 4 and 7pm. 
 
Appointment sheets for both day and evening appointments  will be available 
and parents / carers should record their preferred  times on the sheets. 
Working parents/carers are invited to call or email Mrs McNeill to arrange 
an appointment.  Please give a range of suitable  times. 
 
 

Bags 
In an attempt to keep the cloakroom tidy we are changing over the blue 
and red bags so that there is less clutter at the pegs allowing the 
children more room to hang their coats.   
 
Please do not put bags, bike helmets or any other items on these pegs 
other than those provided by nursery.  Children who attend private 
nursery or childminders should put their bags on the pegs above the 
wellington boxes. 

Snack Money 
Snack money is now due and payable in nursery or online.  The cost is £1 
per week  or £11 until the Easter holidays.  
 
Mrs McNeill has a list of outstanding amounts from before Christmas so 
please ask how much you owe to ensure that you are up to date. 
 
Please be reminded snack money is not optional, it is payable by ALL. 
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Transition Calendar (Pre-school to Primary 1) 
The transition calendar is still being constructed and the children 
will begin to visit the primary 1 classrooms and infant end of school 
week beginning 1st February.  Important dates for parents/carers to 
note  are: 
 

 Garden Party – Thursday 26th May 
 

 P1 Parent Information Evening – Tuesday 7th June  
  
 Visit to East Links Farm – Thursday 9th June   
  
 Graduation – Thursday 30th June 

  

Current Themes 
Weather is still very much part of our everyday learning as the children 
are enjoying exploring its effects on the nursery garden.  As part of our 
Burns and Scotland theme we were looking at google earth and using the 
globe and this has sparked off a big interest in space and we are 
currently building a space station. 
 
We also have budding palaeontologists in nursery and they are busy 
excavating dinosaur bones and fossils from the sand tray  
and researching online. 

February Break 
Just a reminder that Nursery will be closed from  
Monday 15th February to Monday 22nd February. 

All pupils resume on Tuesday 23rd February.    

Afternoon Nursery – Thursday 9th June 
There will be no afternoon nursery on Thursday 9th June as the morning 
group will be attending a transition excursion. 
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