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December Review, if you can remember that far back! 
What an exciting December we had.  Boogie in the morning visited us along with Arlene and Marty to record our 
Christmas Song, 'When Santa got stuck up the chimney.  We entertained them with our talented pupils singing, 
doing impersonations, telling Christmas jokes and playing musical instruments. 
 

We introduced Christmas themed books and novels in all classes and gave children the opportunity to read these at 
home with you every night. We hope you enjoyed this experience with your child.  
 

All children except P5 enjoyed the Panto at the Brunton Hall. Fun was had by all and we have already provisionally 
booked for next year. We will include the cost of this in our financial planner for next year. P5 undertook an 
Enterprise Project to finance their trip to the Lyceum to see the Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe which tied in with 
their novel study. 
 

We enjoyed a meal with our classmates and friends when we all sat down together to eat our Christmas Lunch.  The 
teachers and support staff served the children who had a school meal. It was lovely to see the children sit with their 
Christmas hats and enjoy a leisurely meal.  
 

Our Christmas Craft events saw many parents come into school to help us prepare crafts to sell at the Christmas 
Fayre. This great event raised £1785.00 for the school and we look forward to the money being used for 
improvements in the infant and upper school playgrounds. 
 

All children were able to participate in a masterclass with other children across all age groups. Skills /activities on 
offer included crafts of decorations, sock snowmen and baubles.  
 

We finished the Christmas season with our Church Service. It was lovely to see Reverend Kristina Herbold Ross back 
after her maternity leave.  I had the pleasure of presenting Erin Read with the trophy she won at the Craigmount 
Solo Piping and Drumming.  She won the under 15 category for drumming even although she is only 11 years old. 
 

We ran a twitter campaign during December where we encouraged everyone to follow the 24 Doors of Advent.  We 
now have over 250 followers - if you do not follow us yet then please join us on @cockenzieps. 
 

We were able to share with the community our latest progress report from the very successful visit by Her Majesty 
Inspectors.  Susan Gow who had been the lead inspector in our original inspection was very pleased with the 
improvements we had made and our planned changes to come. 
 

Happy New Year 
I apologise for the lateness of this newsletter.  Due to my teaching commitment at present I have been unable to 
meet my deadlines so I am now going to cheekily tie two newsletters into one! 
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January / February Newsletter 

Staffing 
Miss Katie Wright, our newly qualified Teacher has informed us that she is not well enough to return to work. We 
wish her a speedy recovery and Mrs Becquemont will continue to teach P6/7 until the end of session.  
 

We interviewed at the beginning of December for two Principal Teachers. This was to replace the management 
positions vacated by Ms Baxter and Ms Nisbet. I am delighted to announce that Mrs O’Connor was appointed to one 
position and we welcomed our other preferred candidate, Mr Sean Stitt to Cockenzie today.  Mr Sean Stitt will take 
over the teaching in P6N from Tuesday.  
 

Mrs Clark P5C has a planned absence starting on the 8th February and so Mrs O’Neill will be covering until Mrs Clark 
returns. This will mean that the support for learning additional service will be reduced as it will be shared between 
the management team and our other teaching commitments.   
 

Mrs Smith has not recovered sufficiently enough to return to school and has made the decision not to return. I 
would like to thank Mrs Smith for her years of service to the school and a speedy recovery. Mrs Sharp will continue 
with the class until further notice. 
 

Mrs Pirie will take over in P1B from Wednesday until Mrs Barnett is well enough to return to work. 
  

Miss Letchford is getting married at the beginning of February and will return at the beginning of March as Mrs 
Medlam. Due to current staffing issues we have not allocated her a class and will see where we need her services on 
her return.  
 

Developments  
Staff are well into this term’s work. We look forward to sharing this with you and you should have had the termly 
highlights in the Learning Logs. The HMIe asked us to continue developing the logs and we met as a team to look at 
what we could do.  We have devised a new reflection sheet for pupils and staff to fill out to keep you better 
informed of the work being undertaken in class.  As we develop this system we will be reducing the amount of 
information we provide in the end of year report card.  This is developing practise in many schools. The format for 
the new reporting style will be discussed at the next Parent Council Meeting to be on Wednesday 16th March.  Please 
provide any comments on the new format. The Learning Logs now provide valuable assessment information on your 
child’s progress in school on a regular basis. It is essential that these books are returned to school every week. If you 
do not want your book home we will keep in school and you will be able to access these at parent / carer 
consultations. 
 

Literacy Festival  
The Literacy Group have been working incredibly hard under the guidance of Mrs Nicol to pull together our Literacy 
Week being held the week before the February break. They have planned an impressive range of activities and have 
a number of storytellers, authors and drama specialists leading exciting range of activities all week.  A programme 
will be released shortly.  Keep the date:  Thursday 11th February 2016 Evening Storytelling Session with Tim 
Porteous.  
 

Emergency PTA meeting 1900hrs Tuesday 2nd February 
It is with sadness that I was informed that both the Chair, Elaine Holgate and the Secretary, Ann Justin have decided 
to resign from their current positions.  The PTA supports the school throughout the year and provide invaluable 
funds and events for the school.  I would like to personally thank both Elaine and Ann for all their hard work and 
appreciate the time that they have given to support the school.  The meeting tomorrow is to elect a new chairperson 
and secretary.  Please come along to the staff room if you are interested in either position or helping at the next 
pupil event. 
 

Parent Consultation – March 2016 
Paper copies for Parent Consultation will be distributed by pupil post in the next few days.  Please complete and 
return as soon as possible. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
See Attached Sheet – please continue to check on line diary for any updates. 
 

 

Jacqui MacKinnon 
Headteacher 



Please return with your thoughts on the following: 
 
My thoughts about learning logs : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What I Like : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What I would Like : 
 
 
 


