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Can you believe it is the summer term already?  I am sure every year goes by quicker! The 
children are all gearing up for their last term of their current school year and our P7s their 
last term of Primary School.  The sun is shining and we are blessed with lots of daffodils in 
our quiet garden to appreciate. 
 
 

We have opened the quiet garden both at break and lunchtime now to allow children the opportunity to relax in a quiet 
environment.  Some children do not like the hustle and bustle of the playground and the Parent Council discussed the 
running games which had been banned.  I spoke with staff about this and we will need to look at alternative 
organisation again in the winter to allow an area for children to run about and play games on the tarmac. Luckily the 
children now have access to the whole of the field and can spread out and run about as much as they desire! 
 
The classes doing the daily mile are progressing well and we will be discussing the role out of this at our forthcoming In-
service day.  We will also be evaluating progress made to date and identify our priorities for next session.  The National 
Improvement Framework (NIF) has been launched and there is a new portal for educational papers and we will be 
spending time exploring this alongside the new self-evaluation document, HGIOS 4 (How Good is Our School Version 4). 
 
The New Head of Education has taken up post and has been advising all schools on the direction of progress she wishes 
to see.  Mrs Robertson, formerly Learning Director of Scottish Government and Her Majesty’s inspectors, has been 
fundamental in the development of the documents mentioned above and the underlying policy and development of the 
Curriculum for Excellence and we welcome her advice and support. 
 
Staffing news 
We welcome Mrs Barnett back to school this week after her absence.  She will be returning to school in the capacity of 
the Primary 2 teacher and will be taking over from Mrs Wylie. Mrs Wylie was forced to start her maternity leave early 
due to ill health and has a beautiful baby daughter who was born last Tuesday.  Both will need a little help to get over 
the early birth and we hope to see them both soon.  I appreciate that Mrs Wylie’s parents did not all receive a Parent 
Consultation at the end of term and we will be offering you the opportunity to meet with Mrs Barnett later this term. 
 
We are currently advertising for a class teacher to replace Mrs Nicol and will be welcoming 2 Newly Qualified Teachers 
(NQTs) next session. The class organisation for next session is in its early organisational stages and will be shared with 
you when you receive your reports in June. 
 
Reports 
The reports this year are different than in previous years.   They are much shorter and contain comments in Literacy, 
Maths and Numeracy and Health and Well Being, along with a general comment from your child’s class teacher.  A pupil 
reflection will be generated at the same time and we hope that they will complement the information you have 
received throughout this session through the learning logs.  Mr Stitt will be developing the learning logs next session, as 
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part of his Principal Teacher remit, and there will be an opportunity to discuss this at the forthcoming Curriculum 
Evening.  He will be demonstrating the on line version of learning logs that we are thinking of piloting. 
 
HMIe 
The Inspectors are returning for their final visit of this session and we look forward to demonstrating the further 
progress made. It is hoped that we will be at a suitable level to be signed off and then it will be down to both parents 
and staff to continue making the progress year on year. 
 
Curriculum Evening 
As intimated in the yearly calendar the Curriculum Evening this year will be held on the 11th May. The workshop choices 
are detailed below. 
 
P1 French 
It was a delight to see the P1 parents and family members join us on the first Friday of term to see the hard work which 
is being undertaken in the school.  The P1s held a French Immersion Day led by members of staff from the French 
institute as a prize for winning the national competition.  
 
Music teacher - Mrs Matusak 
The music teacher would like to teach all children in P4 and P5 the recorder.  This is an entry level instrument which 
allows all children to learn musical notation.  For hygienic reasons all children should have their own recorder and so 
only these stages will receive the letter each year.  
 
Issues discussed at the Parent Council - Full minutes available on the website 
It is with great sadness that I have to announce that Sharon Malcolm has informed us that she will be resigning from her 
position of Chair of the Parent Council at the end of this session. Sharon was fundamental in starting up the Parent 
Council and has contributed to the school in many positive ways. She has brought forward issues from parents which we 
have been able to address and has championed the school on various community groups. I would personally like to 
thank Sharon for giving me the opportunity to work with her in this school and develop it alongside the parents.  
 
If anyone would like to take over the role of chair I am sure Sharon can advise you on the many benefits of the role. 
 
As intimated above we discussed the running games in the playground and this issue should now be addressed. 
 

 Hand Washing 
We will be reviewing how children from P3 - 7 wash their hands before going for lunch. 

 

 Photographer  
A further discussion was held about the current school photographer.  Various solutions were proposed as to 
improve the system we have with the current photographer or to move to a different provider. The Parent Council 
will review this again before a final decision is made. 

 

 Infant playground 
Work has started on the infant playground but unfortunately come to a standstill due to a number of factors.  Heras 
fencing has been erected in the meantime to ensure safety for all children. It is hoped we have movement on this 
within the next week or two. 

 

 P4 boys toilets 
A further investigation of the problem with the smell in the boys’ toilets outside the P4 area is underway. To 
minimise the smell at the moment we have closed the toilets during class time and open at break and lunch.  Boys 
have access to the disabled toilet and the two sets of boys’ toilets on the upper floor. 

 

May I take this opportunity to remind parents that the next holiday which is an In-Service Day for staff is on 23rd May. 

 

Jacqui MacKinnon 
Headteacher 
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4th May 2016 

To : Parents / Carers P4 & P5 

Dear Parent/ Guardian 

The Recorder Returns! 

Often now regarded as an ‘old fashioned’ instrument – the recorder is a fantastic way for young 

people to access musical notation and making music whilst taking ownership of their progress. It can 

also sound pretty funky:  http://www.piersadams.com/red-priest/ and is an accepted instrument at 

entry level for Music at University when played to a high standard. 

The young person in your care will be learning the recorder during class music time in over the next 

couple of terms. They will be able to use school resources; however it is possible to purchase a 

decent descant recorder for roughly £7.00  

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Yamaha-YRS24BUKII-Descant-recorder/dp/B000TZVP6E/ref=sr_1_5/277-

8698472-0870528?ie=UTF8&qid=1454344091&sr=8-5&keywords=descant+recorders 

Having an instrument of their own will allow further progression to be made at home with the 

option of undertaking regular practice. 

Thank you for your support,  

 

Miss L Matuszak 
Music Teacher 

  
 

 


