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Welcome  to the September 
2011 issue of the Literacy 

Newsletter, the first one of the new 

school session.  We have a wide 

variety of articles in this issue, 

including news about the John Gray 

Centre which is scheduled to open in 

Haddington next spring.  In other 

news, the Education QIO team of 

Karen Haspolat, David Scott and 

Alison Wishart will soon be joined, on 

a temporary basis, by Wendy Howie, 

DHT at North Berwick High School, 

and Claire Lavelle, head teacher of 

St. Martin’s Primary School.  Wendy 

and Claire’s remits will include 

Curriculum for Excellence.  We wish 

them good luck in their new posts. 

 

Many thanks, as always, to all our 

contributors – without them we 

wouldn’t have a newsletter!  If you 

would like to contribute an article to 

the next or subsequent issues, please 

contact Suzanne Todd, whose contact 

details are on this page, for further 

information.  

 

Moderat ion 
 

Last session, East Lothian schools 

each appointed literacy and numeracy 

moderation coordinators to lead the 

way with moderation in those areas of 

the curriculum.  During the session, 

these school coordinators met 

several times in cluster groups, 

moderating pupils’ work, looking at 

one area of literacy of numeracy, 

considering planning, etc.  Three 

representatives (two coordinators 

from the primary schools in the 

cluster and one from the cluster 

secondary school) also attended 

meetings where every East Lothian 

cluster was represented.   

 

This session the authority level group 

of coordinators will be meeting at the 

beginning of October and again in 

March 2012.  Cluster groups will also 

be meeting twice, once in the autumn 

and once in the early months of 2012.  

We hope that, through these 

meetings and feedback from them to 

schools and teachers, practitioners 

will continue to be supported in 

developing a shared understanding of 

standards and expectations from 

early to fourth level of Curriculum 

for Excellence. Clusters and schools, 

too, have put aside time for 

moderation exercises throughout the 

coming session. 

 

Minutes and notes from last session’s 

meetings of the cluster and authority 

coordinators, examples of moderated 

work and other materials can be 

found in the Moderation folder within 

the Curriculum for Excellence folder 

on Education Exchange.  All schools 

have access to Education Exchange.  

 

If you have any problems accessing 

Education Exchange please contact 

the IT Help desk—  

ithelpdesk@eastlothian.gov.uk   



T h e  J o h n  G r a y  C e n t r e  i s  c o m i n g !  
 

The scaffolding is down, the glass atrium is up… and the new heritage centre for East Lothian, based 

in Haddington, is getting closer to opening day! 

In Spring 2012, the historic building on Lodge Street, Haddington, will be fully restored and 

refurbished.  Inside, you will find: 

 

• The all-new Haddington Branch Library 

• East Lothian Archive and Local History Service – with reading room and ready access to the 

curators’ expert knowledge 

• A modern museum telling some of East Lothian’s most fascinating 

stories 

• An elegant gallery for temporary exhibitions – tell us if you have a 

group or an idea for an exhibition! 

• Free Wi-Fi and public computers 

• Learning programmes and activities for schools and communities 

• Volunteer opportunities 

 

East Lothian’s rich history and heritage will be 

brought to life through an exciting programme of 

temporary exhibitions and community learning 

activities. 

There will also be a new website for the Centre, 

where you can find and share entertaining, 

informative and educational resources, search our 

catalogues, use the map to explore the region 

through time and place and get regular updates on 

events and activities.  For the first time, East 

Lothian and Midlothian’s Historic Environment 

Record (a catalogue of the regions’ archaeology, 

thoroughly mapped and described) will be available 

online, and you will be able to find out more than 

you ever suspected about the area’s past. 

 

For regular updates, Like us on Facebook:  www.facebook.org/JohnGrayCentre. 

To find out more about activities and programmes, contact Caroline 

Mathers, John Gray Centre Development Officer 

(cmathers@eastlothian.gov.uk; telephone 01620 828217). 

To find out more about the website and its resources, contact 

Helen Bleck, John Gray Centre Heritage Resources Development 

Officer (hbleck@eastlothian.gov.uk; telephone 01620 828210).  

… And if you’d like to get involved in testing our new website, do 

get in touch! 

The John Gray Centre: Library, Museum, Archive. 
 



Many readers will be familiar with the annual gifting of a 

book, free of charge, to all P1 pupils in Scotland.  This 

session all P1 pupils in Scottish schools will receive a copy of 

‘What the Ladybird Heard’ by Julia Donaldson.  This book 

was voted into first place in the 0 – 7 age category in the 

2011 Royal Mail Awards for Scottish Children’s books.  ‘What 

the Ladybird Heard’ will be delivered to pupils in November.  

Teacher resources to support the gifting are available on the 

Scottish Book Trust’s website.   

 

 Go to http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/babies-early-years/professionals/packs/p1 for 

further information. 

The Scott ish Book Trust – P1 Gift ing 

Accelerated Reader – the librarians’ view 

Readers will recall  that the Education and Children’s Services department is monitoring the 

use of Renaissance Learning’s Programme, Accelerated Reader, in a number of schools and is 

gathering details about the use of the programme and pupils’ view of reading over a long 

period.  Readers might be interested to read below some comments about the programme 

that have been received recently from our school librarians and from Library Services. 

 

• Some secondary staff are noticing that the arriving S1 are able to sustain their 

concentration for longer periods. 

• Pupils are moving from Primary to Secondary school with a greater enthusiasm for 

reading different authors. They are not scared of thicker books; there is much less of 

‘that book is too thick’ heard in the secondary school library. 

• Pupils are happier to recommend authors and books to their peers, including boys. 

They are discussing books and why or why not they like particular books.  If pupils 

overhear someone asking the librarian for a book similar to another title, they will 

volunteer possible titles.  Pupils also say that book is worth lots of points and will say, 

‘I got 10 out of 10 for that book, you should try it.’  

• Public Library staff have been asked by parents of children attending schools who do 

not have the Accelerated Reader programme what levels their children are at and 

whether they can get involved in Accelerated Reader. 

• Primary staff like that they have a snapshot view of a class at the click of a button 

and can see what pupils are reading and how they have done in quizzes.  



 

 

Agnès Guyon, Chief Librarian, Young People’s Services, writes about the Summer Reading Challenge 
which was enjoyed by many East Lothian school pupils during the summer holidays.   

 

The Summer Reading Challenge is an immensely popular and 
successful reading initiative. Now in its 13th year it involves up to 

750,000 children aged four to 11 years via the UK library network. It 

is created and run by The Reading Agency, the independent charity 

working to inspire more people to read more.   

 

In East Lothian, the Summer Reading Challenge is complemented by a 

Teen Reading Challenge created by East Lothian Library Services‘ 

Team.  Staff in the branch libraries also work hard to deliver an accompanying programme of 

activities.  To complete the challenge, children and young people had to read 6 books over the 

summer holidays. This year in East Lothian, almost 900 young people took part in the challenge.  Of 

those, around 400 children completed the challenge. 

 

Children entered a prize-draw for each book they read so even those who didn’t complete the whole 

challenge had a chance to win. The main prizes were Amazon vouchers (at least one per branch 

library) but there were also books and other goodies to be won.  In addition, those who completed 

the challenge will receive a certificate, a medal and a 2 for 1 swim voucher from Enjoy Leisure.  

 

“The Summer Reading Challenge is one of the largest creative reading opportunities available to 

children in the UK. It introduces children to one of the best free resources 

for their minds that they have on their doorsteps – the local library - and 

focuses on the development of skills that are vital for their life chances and 

life skills – reading.” Alan Yentob, creative director of the BBC. 

 

Next summer, the theme for the challenge will be ‘Read Round the World’. 

 

 
 

BOOKmarks  

 

 The fourth issue of ‘Bookmarks’, published by the Young People’s 

Services Library team, was sent to schools recently.  If your school 

hasn’t received a copy, please contact Susan Boylan 

(sboylan@eastlothian.gov.uk) to arrange to have a copy sent to your 

school or establishment 



L i t e r a c y  N ew s l e t t e r  B a n n e r  C om p e t i t i o n  -  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  n e x t  

Last session we ran a competition to design a 
new banner for the newsletter . Readers will 
remember the colourful display of some of 
the entries that was included in our summer 
issue.  In the extract below from the Dunbar 
Primary School newsletter, and the following 
article from Prestonpans Infant School, 
discover how the winner, Natalie, and runner-
up, Taylor, helped their classes choose how 
the prize money was spent.   
 
‘After winning the county-wide competition 

to design a new logo for East Lothian’s 

Literacy Newsletter, Natalie Newman from 

Dunbar Primary School (P4d 2010-2011) 

couldn’t wait to spend her £100 prize!  

Along with her class, P4d, Natalie discussed 

how the prize money could be spent. After a 

tricky discussion the class decided to buy 

books for the new school library. 

“I felt pretty happy when I found out I won! 

I was really surprised because I’ve never won 

an art competition before.  

We decided to buy books for the school 

because we were just about to move to a new 

campus. We picked authors everybody would 

like reading too!” 

Well done, Natalie!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestonpans Infant Schoo l  was delighted 

when Taylor, then in Primary 2, was runner up 

in the Literacy Newsletter Banner Competition.   

As part of the prize the school received £50.   

Taylor consulted her class mates as to how we 

should spend this money.  They thought that it 

would be a good idea to buy some Scottish 

books for the “Scottish Corner” in our library.    

Taylor writes: 



Update on Literacy Working Parties 

 
The two literacy working parties who 

completed their tasks in spring 2011 will each 

be presenting a CPD for East Lothian staff in 

the course of this school session.  Materials 

produced and collated by the group working on 

Literacy Across Learning are being made 

available on Education Exchange and EduBuzz.  

The group  delivered a CPD session on this 

subject in late September.  The ‘Routes to 

Reading’ group are preparing to deliver a CPD 

in early February 2012.  At that time, 

materials that they have produced and 

collated will also be available.  Bookings for 

the ‘Routes to Reading’ CPD can  be made 

through the Staff Development folder in 

EduBuzz in the usual way. 

 

Literacy and English CPD opportunities 

between  

September and February 2012 
 

CPD036 27 October 2011 

Story at the Heart of  Drama  

 

CPD084—24 January 2012 

Discovering Museum Resourses 

 

CPD075— 2 February 2012 

CfE EAL Learner and the Bigger Picture in Primary 

Schools 

 

CPD076—29 February 2012 

CfE EAL Learner and the Bigger Picture in Secondary 

Schools 

 

To find out more, check out CPD on Edubuzz 

 

Following on from the completion of our 

successful project ‘Talking 
Time’, East Lothian Speech 
and Language Therapy 

department has been 

successful in securing 

funding to develop its work 

further. With funding 

gained through the Health 

Improvement Fund, a 

Community health 

Partnership initiative, to 

develop work with local nurseries in 

supporting children’s early communication 

skills, the project aims to provide further 

input based upon the principles of Support 
from the Start and the Equally Well 
directive. 

Our project includes: 

• Rolling out “Talking Time” groups 

piloted under Support from the Start 

to nurseries across East 

Lothian 

• Developing new 

resource packs for nursery 

groups, in collaboration with 

Education staff 

• Offering CPD training 

to nursery staff on early 

language development 

• Providing information 

about the Speech and 

Language Service to parents, through 

drop-in sessions and nursery curricular 

events. 

If you would like to know more about our 

project please contact Lesley Sargent or 

Nicola Ford on 0131 536 8140 or email 

Lesley.sargent@luht.scot.nhs.uk. We would 

love to hear from you! 

“Ta l k i n g  T ime ”  S peec h  a nd  L a n g ua g e  The r a py  P r o j ec t  i n  Nur s e r i e s  



M e e t  t h e  M a c W r i t e  C l a n  

And finally… 
 

This is the last issue of the East Lothian Literacy Newsletter for which 
I will be responsible.  As many of you are aware, I will be leaving East 
Lothian Council in the middle of October.  My thanks to all the 
contributors whose work has filled the pages of the newsletter since its 
first issue and given our readers so much to read and enjoy.  Thanks, too, 
to our readers for their feedback and support.  Special thanks, too, to 
Suzanne Todd, whose ‘magic’ touch with the software produces the 
finished newsletter you read.  My best wishes to you all for the future.   
Mary Howie   

The MacWrites are a resource designed by East 

Lothian school librarians to help students to become 

effective researchers. It is available on EduBuzz and in 

the education exchange folder available to East Lothian 

staff.  

 

For students, the MacWrites provide support to 

guide them through the various stages of researching a topic. 

 

For teachers, there are additional notes and resources, including 

relevant Curriculum for Excellence Experiences and Outcomes 

covered by each section.   

 

This resource is designed to fit any task involving inquiry-based 

learning by students and young people. Using the MacWrites 

encourages them to think about the task they have been given, consider 

what knowledge they already have which is relevant to their research, 

choose appropriate information sources, select information and check its 

accuracy and cite sources used. 

 

There are two versions of the MacWrites. One is designed for 

secondary students, the other for primary students and those 

secondary students who need additional support. 

Together they form a support toolkit for students. Teachers can use 

the kit with entire classes or individuals, or use single tools with whole 

classes or individuals – which ever suits the learners’ needs best. 

 

Clan members are Colin Clue, Smart Alec, Nicola Notes, Surfer Sue, 

Judge Judy, Sneaky Sam, Ollie Organised and Buster Bib.  Meet the rest 

of the Clan on Edubuzz. 


