
MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL  
held on 18 March 2009 

 
Present: 
Kate Darrah (Chair)   Kate Triscott (Parent) 
Allen Simpson (Parent)   Elaine Steven 
Iain Mackenzie (Parent)   Jane McIntyre (DGSA) 
Kenn Amabilino (Parent)  Susanne Hamilton (Staff) 
Lindsay Barley (Parent)   Graeme Parkes (Parent) 
 
Attending: 
Mr P Raffaelli (Head Teacher) 
Cllr J. Bell 
Cllr N. Hampshire 
Ms A Cosgrove (Clerk) 
 
1.  Welcome and apologies 
Kate Darrah welcomed all present, especially new members Kate Triscott, Iain Mackenzie, Graeme Parkes and 
Lindsay Barley. 
 
Apologies had been received from Diane Watt, Cllr P McLennan, Mhairi Northcott, Ian Vaughn and Chris 
Brunton. 
 
2.  Additional Agenda Items 
None. 
 
3.  Minutes of Meeting of 18 February 2009 
Proposed by Jane McIntyre, seconded by Kate Darrah. 
 
4.  Matters arising: 
(i)  Head Teacher’s Report 
Mr Raffaelli reported as follows: 
Budget: 
No budget papers had yet been received, but these were expected imminently. 
There had been difficulty with coursing for the following year.  One teacher would be surplus to requirements. 
A new course of Learning to Learn – an understanding of learning – was being piloted in S1 and S2. This had 
arisen out of a visit to Cramlington School in the North of England.  A report would be made to the Council in 
the future.  Three sessions were being made available for staff to engage with the programme. 
Susanne Hamilton advised that she was keen to get involved with the programme and had carried out the 
training.  The course would provide skills to help pupils through to 3rd year. 
 
A film crew had visited the School – and Jane McIntyre’s house – as part of building on learning in the home.  
Views from pupils and principal teachers had been received on how school is and how they would like it to be.  
The film had formed part of the HMIE conference on Opening Up Learning, and the school had been asked to 
attend and present a workshop. 
 
Work was ongoing with 2nd year on coursing and finalising what was available for 3rd year, with 1st choices to be 
offered if possible.  There had been a 95%-96% satisfaction rate of choices in the previous year.  Mr Raffaelli 
explained that where choices were not available, there were opportunities to link with other schools, or with 
colleges.  Subjects could also be taught at different levels – and some subjects were already taught in this format 
already. 
 



All Secondary Heads in Scotland had been invited to meet Fiona Hyslop, the Education Minister to discuss the 
curriculum.  It was seen as essential to get universities on board. 
 
The School was involved in the first stage of a new pilot inspection of the local authority’s education 
department.  More information on this would be available at the April meeting. 
 
Mr Raffaelli had been invited to take part in a conference on Leadership in Poitiers via Skype. 
 
Allan Simpson raised matters relating to the website, including a link to Smartcards.  Noted the lack of student 
time to work on this, but it would be part of Community Experience and suitable students would be identified.  
Graeme Parkes would check the website for viruses. 
 
(ii)  DGSA Report 
The final amount raised from the Burns Supper was not yet available. 
A Car Boot sale was being discussed.  There would be participation in the Homecoming event. 
 
 (iii)  Staff Report 
Agreed that Liz Layle would attend the April meeting on the subject of Chartered Teachers. 
Jonathan Huish would attend the May meeting. 
 
(iv)  Student Council Report 
No representatives present. 
 
(v)  Communication 
Allan Simpson explained the set up of the group, and invited new members of the Council to participate.  Issues 
of communication concerning information on the Council, signposting of areas in the School and improvement 
of the entrance hall were discussed. An information pack for parents on the School Council would be more 
useful rather than meeting individual members.  Agreed that Allen Simpson would take these issues to the group 
and come back to the next meeting. 
Kate Darrah would write an article for the Spring Newsletter about the School Council. 
 
5.  Correspondence 

• Additional in-service day 
• Association of Parent Councils Meeting – Ian Vaughn had attended in the past 
• Small Grants LEADER scheme for grants up to £1000 was available 

 
6.  Training/Other meetings 
Lindsay Barley had attended the Cluster meeting and met Val McIntyre.  Concerns had been expressed at that 
meeting about pupil access to YouTube.  Don Ledingham, Acting Head of Education, had expressed a view that 
pupils access YouTube and learn how to use it. 
Mr Raffaelli noted that this matter had been discussed at a Senior Head Teachers’ meeting, and the majority did 
not agree with East Lothian Council’s view.  There was no free use in classrooms, but a clear message that 
IT/TV footage must be cleared by the Principal Teacher. 
Cllr Hampshire observed that East Lothian Council’s IT system monitored internet site usage, and Cllr Bell 
noted that PC Kevin Hughes, Community Policeman, offered Internet Safety presentations where required. 
The Clerk to send round the Training Schedule for the next term when this was available. 
7.  Treasurer’s Report 
A statement of the 200 Club was presented as follows: 
Balance as at 6 March - £4,432.53 
Uncashed cheques       -      708.50 
Notional balance          - £3,724.03 
 
With the minimum balance of £850, £2,874.03 was available at present. 



 
The 200 Club Draw winner was No. 30 – Christine Bowman. 
 
 8.  AOCB 
A query was raised about access to benches in the social area, and it was agreed that this was a matter for the 
Student Council. 
There was a vacancy for a representative from the School on Hallhill Development Trust, following Julia 
Dorin’s resignation.  Ian Vaughn would be asked if he wished to take this on. 
Cllr Hampshire clarified that the School would not be asked to pay £16,000 towards their use of Hallhill, 
although they could be asked to make a donation towards this.  Kenn Amabilino advised that there was to be a 
meeting between Paul Huish and other groups in Dunbar on the usage of Hallhill. 


