
MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL  
held on 23 April 2009 

 
Present: 
Kate Darrah (Chair)   Kate Triscott (Parent) 
Allen Simpson (Parent)   Elaine Steven(Parent) 
Iain Mackenzie (Parent)   Jane McIntyre (DGSA) 
Diane Watt (Co-opted)   Dorothy Patterson (Staff) 
Karen Baikie (Parent)   Mairi Northcott (Head Girl) 
 
Attending: 
Mr P Raffaelli (Head Teacher) 
Mrs L Layle 
Cllr J. Bell 
Ms A Cosgrove (Clerk) 
 
1.  Welcome and apologies 
Kate Darrah welcomed all present, especially new member Karen Baikie. 
 
Apologies had been received from Cllr P McLennan, Ian Vaughn, Lindsay Barley, Kenn Amabilino and Chris 
Brunton. 
 
2.  Chartered Teachers 
Liz Layle had been invited to speak to the School Council on Chartered Teachers.  She described her experience 
in undertaking the training involved, which was intended to improve teaching.  Part of the requirement was 
Behaviour Management where five years of evidence had to be produced before beginning.  Other areas covered 
were Healthy Eating and Leadership.  She described the purpose of the training as keeping experienced teachers 
in the classroom, and although there was significant cost, it had been well worth undertaking in terms of 
development of herself as a teacher. 
 
Members asked many questions, including the funding of the programme and the benefits that Liz felt she had 
received from undertaking it. 
 
Liz was thanked for her very interesting talk. 
 
3.  Minutes of Meeting of 18 March 2009 
Proposed by Allen Simpson, seconded by Kate Triscott. 
 
4.  Matters arising: 
(i)  Head Teacher’s Report 
Mr Raffaelli reported as follows: 
A short film was shown on Learning to Learn in which there were some stars from Dunbar Grammar. 
A film just on Dunbar was being prepared which would be shown at a later date. 
 
The budget was being finalised and could be discussed more fully at the May meeting. It was agreed that 
Michael Graven would be invited to the next meeting.  Paul Huish would be invited after the summer. 
 
A request had been made for NQTs and the School would hear in May. 
 
Gavin Clark had been appointed Head Teacher of Preston Lodge High School. A new Depute Head Teacher 
would be recruited, with a closing date of 11th May.  Two parents were required to assist with interviews.  Allen 
Simpson would attend on 25 May for the long leet selection and Kate Darrah and Jane McIntyre would be 
available for interviews on 1 June. 



The Clerk to find out when Recruitment and Selection training would be carried out.    Action - Clerk 
 
On school activities, 4th year would go on exam leave shortly, with 5th to 6th years after that.  Principal Teachers 
would be on an awayday, focussing on homework, as well as consistency and leading change. 
1st year were going to Nethy Bridge, and 2nd year working on a Homecoming theme and the House system.  The 
whole school would be involved in a School Mile for Macmillan Nurses. 
 
A report on School of Ambition would be produced as it came to an end in June. 
The website would be moved to the Edubuzz site.  The content should be transferred although the site 
management would be different. 
 
A report on other staff matters was made. 
 
Dunbar was now the preferred school for East Linton Primary.  The issue of a bus from East Linton was still to 
be determined. 
 
(ii)  Staff Report 
Nothing to report. 
(iii)  DGSA Report 
There would be a car boot sale on 23 May in the car park.  Work was ongoing on Homecoming with the group 
set up. 
(iv) Student Council Report 
The last meeting of the Student Council was in a week’s time.  Thanks were expressed to Mairi and Chris for 
their contribution over the year.  Mairi advised that the Junior Council would run until the full Student Council 
was set up in the new session. 
(v) Communication 
Diane Watt distributed the proposed text for the website.  Photos would be required at the next meeting.  A core 
group of staff members would be included.  Noted that a link to the 200 Club application form and information 
should be on the front page of the website.  Diane Watt agreed to put the text together with Derek Simpson and 
senior students. 
Noted that a copy of the School Council Constitution should be sent out to all new members.  Action – Clerk. 
Diane Watt would also send round the 200 Club constitution. 
 
5.  Treasurer’s Report 
The balance available in the 200 Club was £3,039.38. Gavin Clark would be attending the next meeting in 
connection with the House Prize. 
The 200 Club Draw winner was No. 13 – Kenn Amabilino. 
 
6.  Correspondence 

• Parent Council events 
• Inspiring the Leader in You event 
• HomeStart volunteers needed 

 
7.  Training/Other meetings 
The Clerk to obtain information from Val McIntyre.  Information on First Aid training was also requested. 
 
Representative on Hallhill Development Company – to be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
8.  AOCB 
None. 
Cllr Bell gave apologies for the next meeting on 28 May. 


