
MINUTES OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Meeting Held on Tuesday 23 October 2012 at 7pm 

 
 

Present:  
Kate Darrah (Co-Chair) Norman Hampshire (Councillor) 
Sue Guy-Inglis (Parent) Dominic Mayo (Head Boy) 
Iain McKenzie (Parent) Rebekah McClintick (Head Girl) 
Graeme Parkes (Co-Chair) Alice Clubb (Staff) 
Kate Triscott (Parent) Jen Matthew (Staff) 
  
Attending:  
Paul Huish (School Sports Co-ordinator) for item 4 
Janice McLeod (School Nurse) for item 5 
Mr P Raffaelli (Headteacher, Mrs L Leslie (Clerk) 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
Kate Darrah chaired the meeting and opened by welcoming members and introduced Dominic Mayo 
(newly appointed Head Boy). Apologies had been received from Julia Dorin and Carol Dunham. 
 
2. Additional Agenda Items 
There were no additional agenda items. 
 
3. Minutes of AGM and September Meeting 
The minutes of the AGM were proposed by Graeme Parkes and seconded by Alice Clubb. The 
minutes of the meeting that followed were proposed by Kate Darrah and seconded by 
Iain MacKenzie. 
 
4. Extra-Curricular Activities 
Paul Huish gave a talk on his role in school with regard to: Sports and Physical Activity Co-ordinator – 
Extra Curricular, Alternative Curriculum and Monitoring and Tracking. Participation of S1 to S4 
students in extra-curricular sports was well above the national average and something for the school 
to be particularly proud of. He would be looking at the reasons why this is lower for S5 and S6 
students and would work on this in assemblies. He recognised that some students were taking part 
in activities outside of the school’s extra-curricular activities and that these would not be included in 
his statistics. Paul Huish went on to talk about the invaluable help the school receives from 
volunteer coaches and his work in developing their skills. 
 
5. Healthy Respect Drop-In Service 
Janice McLeod described the role of a Drop-In Service and explained that the one held at the Dunbar 
Medical Centre, although successful and would continue, was unable to serve the whole of the co-
hort at Dunbar Grammar School. This was because it was held at 12.30pm on a Friday and students 
from out-lying areas would be reliant on school buses to get home at that time. Numbers using the 
service had dropped recently. Her proposal was that a Drop-In Service was situated in school on a 
different day during lunchtime allowing all students to access it if necessary. A discussion followed 
and it was agreed that a sample of students from each year be asked to complete a questionnaire 
giving feedback on this proposal. Dominic Mayo invited Janice to attend the Student Council 
meeting on 31 October at 3pm to discuss the proposal with students.  If the responses were 
positive, Janice envisaged the Drop-In Service starting in school in January. 
 



6. Headteacher’s Report 
 
Staff Update 
Mr Raffaelli handed out an up-to-date staff list and informed members of some forthcoming 
changes: Richard Bueckardt (CDT) would be retiring at Christmas. Douglas Burns (Maths) would be 
working three days a week for the next year with Caroline McGregor working two days to fill the 
vacant days. Lucy Anderson (Biology) was now on maternity leave and Hilary Smith would take over 
as her supply cover. Lisa Payton would be going on maternity leave from January and her cover was 
currently being sought. 
 
School Website 
The school website was still down and would hopefully be reinstated in November. Reminder, 
however, that the weekend email would continue and that there was a temporary website with 
some of the more important links. 
 
Curriculum Group 
Carol Dunham had been attending the Curriculum Group on behalf of DGSC. The Group was 
focussing on the style of the choice sheet for S3s going into S4. It will be in a column format: two 
compulsory columns, one for English/Literacy and one for Mathematics /Numeracy. The other six 
columns will be a mixture of subjects with advice on how to choose subjects. Students would still be 
encouraged to take a broad range of subjects but there was capacity for students to narrow choices 
ie taking three sciences. 
 
There had been a sub-group set out to work on a choice sheet for the senior phase. 
 
S3 Portefolios 
Staff had taken part in training on how students will upload documentation of their work onto 
Edubuzz for their S3 portefolios. The template for S3 profiles was expected to be published at the 
end of October. 
 
S1 Dalguise Trip 
The Dalguise trip would not run this session. This was due mainly to an insufficient number of staff 
able to supervise the trip-in part due to a national work to contract by one of the teachers’ 
professional associations. Other reasons were that S1 students had recently been on a school camp 
with the cluster in P7 and also cost implications for parents. In its place a full schedule of day trips 
had been planned including a two day out-door educational event at Beecraigs near Linlithgow and 
day trips to Deep Sea World, Blair Drummond Safari Park and the Glasgow Science Museum for  
around £60 for the week.  Mr Simpson will be putting out details to all parents/carers shortly. 
 
Parent Handbook 
There was a discussion about what should be included in the school prospectus – the parent 
handbook which is given to P7 parents. Mr Raffaelli asked members to email any comments or ideas 
for additions for inclusion to him before the next meeting in November. This session’s handbook can 
be found at https://sites.google.com/a/edubuzz.org/dgstemp/ click School Handbook then click 
view. The School Handbook Guidance can be found at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/098694 or  
http:www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/Recent/ (I need to check this) 
 
7. DGSA Report 
In Sally Brown’s absence Iain MacKenzie reported that the DGSA’s Christmas Bazar had been 
planned for 14 November. 

https://sites.google.com/a/edubuzz.org/dgstemp/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/098694


8. Treasurer’s Report 
There had been an advert placed on the Dunbar Community website by Sue Guy-Inglis asking for 
someone to take up the position as DGSC’s Treasurer but to no avail. Mrs Leslie would contact Val 
McIntyre at East Lothian Parent Council to ask if she would advertise it in an email to all schools. 

Action LL 
 
Karen Baikie had provided the figure for the balance of the 200 Club at 5 September 2012 of 
£675.56. The 200 Club was drawn and number 5, Mrs Rae was the winner for October. 
 
9. Requests for Funding 
 
Bikeability 
Tom Fendick had responded to the DGSC’s request for more information on the request. After 
discussion it was agreed that the funding should be for option 1 supplying 10 Blackburn Flea 2 USB 
lights (or similar). Graeme Parkes had researched costings and had found the lights available on 
Amazon at £30 instead of £50 each which had been stated in the request . Kate Darrah would ask 
Julia Dorin to approach a local company – Belhaven Bikes, to see if it could match this price. It was 
agreed that the DGSC would pay £300 for the lights. Councillor Hampshire said that Mr Fendick 
could approach East Lothian Council for a grant to be considered for the outstanding articles the 
bikes require. 
 
£300 agreed. 

Action KD, JD 
 
Pocket Dictionaries and Thesauruses 
There was a discussion about the resubmission of this request for 180 pocket dictionaries and 
thesauruses. DGSC members were generally against purchasing items that they felt were “core” but 
recognised that there was no allowance in the school budget for replacing the existing set. It was 
agreed that DGSC would pay £400 at this point in time towards the cost which should provide 
enough for two class sets. It was also suggested that fundraising in school in the form of a Spelling 
Bee would help in matching any future request for purchasing the outstanding books. 
 
£400 agreed. 
 
10. Teachers’ Report 
There was nothing to report. 
 
11. Student Council Report 
The Student Council had met for the first time and Rebekah and Dominic were impressed with the 
calibre of the students.  
 
There was a request from S6 students to hold a fundraising family ceilidh in January. Mr Raffaelli 
provisionally agreed but Rebekah and Dominic would need to check with the DGSA via Mr Simpson if 
a Burns ceilidh would be held during the same month. 

Action RMcC, DM 
 
14. Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 22 November. 


