
MINUTES OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Meeting Held on Wednesday 20 February 2013 at 7.00pm 

 
 
Present:  
Graeme Parkes (Chair) Gillian Williams (Staff) 
Carol Dunham (Parent)  
Iain MacKenzie (Parent)  
Angela McLeman (Parent)  
Morag Readman(Treasurer)  
Kate Triscott (Parent)  
  
Attending:  
Mr P Raffaelli (Headteacher), Mrs L Leslie (Clerk). 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
Graeme Parkes chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone present. Apologies had been 
received from Alice Clubb, Kate Darrah, Julia Dorin, Susan Guy-Inglis, Jen Matthew, Rebekah 
McClintick and Michael Veitch. Graeme informed the DGSC that Kate Darrah would not be 
continuing as Co-Chair due to personal commitments and that he would be Chair if members 
agreed. This was agreed. 

 
2. Additional Agenda Items 
A Request for Funding had been circulated and would be added to the agenda. 
 
An email dated 18 February 2013 from the National Parent Forum Scotland had been 
circulated and a point had been brought to the attention of the DGSC for discussion. This 
would be discussed under Correspondence. 
 
Graeme Parkes asked to updated the DGSC on his part in the School Inspection. This would be 
added to the agenda and included with Mr Raffaelli’s update on the Inspection. 
 

3. Minutes of 24 January 2013 Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting were proposed by Kate Triscott and seconded by Gillian Williams. 
 
4. Headteacher’s Items 
 
HMIe Inspection 
Mr Raffaelli briefly described how the Inspection took place during the week of 28 January. It 
was felt to be a positive inspection. The Inspectors had said they found the students delightful. 
Mr Raffaelli thanked everyone in DGSC and in the community that accepted the offer to take 
part. The response had been phenomenal with so many willing to speak to the Inspectors.  A 
draft report for Mr Raffaelli’s comments would be received on 21 February. The actual report 
will be in the form of a letter expected to arrive after the Easter holidays. 
 
Graeme Parkes had spoken to the lay person Inspector on a one-to-one basis for an hour on 
behalf of the DGSC. They were interested in what the DGSC had achieved, and what its 
strengths and weaknesses were. He would receive a draft report on 21 February for his 
comments and the Record of Findings after the Easter holidays. 
 



Kate Triscott had taken part as a parent in a group session with the lay person and had been 
asked very similar questions.  
 
S3 Choice Courses 
There had been an S3 Course Choice Information Evening for parents and carers which Faculty 
Heads as well as SMT were available to discuss the new system under Curriculum for 
Excellence. Following this, parents and carers of S3 students had been invited to individual 
interviews with Guidance to discuss and make decisions with their child on course choices for 
S4. Initial thoughts on this new procedure seemed very positive and a formal evaluation would 
take place. 

Action: PR 
 

Staffing 
A temporary French teacher would be starting on 21 February. Delays in this appointment were 
due to PVG and GTC checks.  
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
Morag Readman reported that the balance of the 200 Club account for February stood at 
£1,135.06; the DGSC account balance was £905.84. There were 74 supporters paying for 114 
numbers in the 200 Club. 
 
The draw of the 200 Club took place and the winner for February was number 16 – Mrs J Kyle. 

Action: MR 
 
6. DGSA Report 
There was no DGSA report. 
 
7. Teachers’ Report 
Gillian Williams reported that the Inspection had been a positive experience and found the 
Inspectors welcoming. Having experienced an Inspection in the past found the new system of 
inspection better in that it covered the School in the wider sense and did not concentrate on a 
small number of faculties. Teachers were now concentrating on making sure students were 
prepared for the examinations ahead. 
 
Graeme Parkes said that DGSC appreciated all the extra work that the teachers needed to do in 
preparation for the Inspection. 
 
8. Student Council Report 
There was no Student Council Report. 
 
9. Request for Funding 
There had been a request by Claire Slowther, DHT, for £800 as 50% of the cost of providing 
Easter revisions class for S4 to S6. The benefits to students would be to provide additional, 
targeted SQA support with the aim of improved examination results. After discussion it was 
agreed unanimously to award this request. 
 
Agreed £800 – Easter Revision. 

Action: MR 
  



10. Correspondence 
Morag Readman brought to the DGSC’s attention that in the National Parent Forum for 
Scotland e-update, that East Lothian did not appear to have any parent or pupil representation 
on local authority education committees. Kate Triscott had attended a recent ELAPCM were 
this had been discussed. Representatives would need to follow a procedure through the 
Education Convener for appointment. 
 
11. AOCB 
Graeme Parkes would attend the next ELAPCM meeting on 7 March 2013 at the Town House in 
Haddington. 

Action: GP 
 
Graeme Parkes asked if careers advice on apprenticeships and grants could be made available 
to students? Mr Raffaelli said this information should be available via Guidance, the Careers 
Officer and the weekly Information Sheet but would check if this was the case. 

Action: PR 
 

Since the meeting Mr Raffaelli has received feedback from Pupil Support on this question. A new 
Careers Adviser had recently been appointed and she regularly emails the whole of Pupil 
Support with upcoming opportunities for employment and apprenticeships. These are displayed 
outside the Library and Pupil Support are looking into putting these onto the DGS website and 
DGS Twitter account. 

 
Iain MacKenzie asked if the Prelim results had been quantified yet. Mr Raffaelli said that they 
had not and would be done shortly. He would email to DGSC the quantified results before the 
next meeting. 

Action: PR 
 

Mr Raffaelli reported that Claire Slowther had offered to attend a DGSC meeting to introduce 
herself to members and give a presentation on her remit. DGSC would welcome the 
opportunity to meet her. Mrs Leslie would arrange a date. 

Action: LL 
 

12. Confirm Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 21 March at 7pm. 
 


