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MINUTES OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Meeting Held on Wednesday 17 April 2013 

 
 

Present:  
Graeme Parkes (Chair) Alice Clubb (Staff) 
Julia Dorin (Parent) Dominic Mayo (Head Boy) 
Carol Dunham (Parent)  
Iain McKenzie (Parent)  
Angela McLeman (Parent)  
Morag Readman (Treasurer)  
Kate Triscott (Parent)  
  
Attending:  
Mr P Raffaelli (Headteacher), Mrs L Leslie (Clerk), Paul Huish (School Sports Co-ordinator) for Item 4. 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

 Graeme Parkes welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies had been received from Kate Darrah, 
Jen Matthew, Michael Veitch and Gillian Williams. 

 
2. Additional Agenda Items 
Mr Raffaelli would update the DGSC on Mini-buses under his items. 
 
3. Minutes of Last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21 March were proposed by Julia Dorin and seconded 
by Morag Readman. 
 
4. Talk by Paul Huish, School Sports Co-ordinator 
Paul Huish explained the present system of how the school collects fees for rugby and hockey and 
presented a proposal that would create a membership fee for each student for rugby and for 
hockey. This fee would cover coaching, match fees and buses. The proposal had come about because 
not all money is accounted for or collected. The proposal would reduce volunteers’ involvement; 
make auditing easier and allow budgeting for the forthcoming season.  
 
Paul Huish then went on to describe the poor state of the school’s strips for rugby and hockey and 
presented a proposal that students would purchase their own strips from a local sports shop at a 
discounted price which he had secured. 
 
A discussion and vote took place; it was unanimously agreed that a membership affiliation of £40 
per year for rugby, and the same for hockey, and strips to be purchased by rugby and hockey 
students was an appropriate solution. Paul Huish would send a letter to parents and carers detailing 
the proposal in June with a view to implementation in August after a period for feedback/concerns.  

Action: PH 
 

5. Headteacher’s Items 
HMIe Inspection Report 
Mr Raffaelli and Graeme Parkes had received the RIF report. These findings were not for publication 
although Mr Raffaelli was able to say that the report was very positive and he was able to briefly 
discuss areas for the school to develop. 
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Budget 
Mr Raffaelli circulated details of the DSM Resources available in 2013/14. These figures were still to 
be confirmed by East Lothian Council. Since this meeting Mr Raffaelli has sent an updated, confirmed 
version to all members. 
 
Staffing 
Interviews had taken place for the Mathematics position and a preferred candidate had been 
identified. 
 
Mini-buses 
Mr Raffaelli reported that a number of staff had signed up for the training and testing course to 
receive the “D1” element for their driving licences. Julia Dorin confirmed that two parents were 
already qualified to drive the mini-bus and were willing to help. 
 
Since the meeting, Mr Raffaelli has clarified with ELC that parent drivers with a Midas licence and the 
“D1” element would be considered volunteers and would be authorised to drive students in the mini-
bus with a teacher present.  

 
6. Treasurer’s Report 
As the bank statement had not been received, the balance of the 200 Club was estimated at £850. 
The balance of the DGSC account was £905. The winner of the 200 Club draw for April was number 
100: Mr L Clutton. 

Action: MR 
 
Marketing the 200 Club 
Morag Readman circulated a revised version of the draft leaflet promoting the 200 Club. It was 
agreed that this would be the final version and that one thousand copies should be made at a cost 
2.2p per copy via the school. The cost would be paid from the DGSC administration budget held by 
the school. The leaflet would be given out at forthcoming events in school and added to the school 
website. 

Action: MR/LL 
 

7. Request for Funding 
A request for funding had been circulated asking for £115 to purchase plain t-shirts for an activities 
week workshop being run by the Business Studies and Computing departments. After a brief 
discussion a vote took place and the request was unanimously agreed, with a suggestion that the t- 
shirts should be purchased locally if the price was similar or cheaper. 
 
£115 agreed. 
 
8. DGSA Report 
There was no report. 
 
9. Teachers’ Report 
Alice Clubb reported that teachers were on track for getting students ready for the SQA exams. 
Easter Revision had been well attended; it had run for two days and had gone smoothly. The DGSC 
expressed its thanks to all the teachers who gave up their time to run the Easter Revision classes. 
 
Alice Clubb stated that the meeting would be her last as a staff representative. Graeme Parkes 
thanked Alice for all her work for the DGSC. 
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10. Student Council Report 
Dominic Mayo reported that there had not been an opportunity for the Student Council to meet 
since the last DGSC meeting. Graeme Parkes thanked Dominic for his work and wished him well for 
the future. 
 
11. Correspondence 
Graeme Parkes circulated the Parent Council Resource brochure – A Guide to Gathering Views and 
Ensuring Parents’ Voices Are Heard in Your School - which can be found at 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/publications/p/publication_tcm4755455.asp?strReferringCha
nnel=educationscotland&strReferringPageID=tcm:4-615801-64 
 
12. AOCB 
Kate Triscott would attend the ELAPCM on Thursday 18 April. 
 
13. Confirm Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting would be held on Thursday 23 May. 
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