
1 
 

MINUTES OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Meeting Held on Tuesday 18 June 2013 

 
Present:  
Graeme Parkes (Chair) Jen Matthew (Staff) 
Kate Darrah (Parent)  
Carol Dunham (Parent)  
Angela McLeman (Parent)  
Morag Readman (Treasurer)  
  
Attending: Mr R Raffaelli (Headteacher), Mrs L Leslie (Clerk) 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
Graeme Parkes welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies had been received from Julia 
Dorin, Iain MacKenzie, Kate Triscott, Michael Veitch and Gillian Williams. 
 
2. Additional Agenda Items 
Graeme Parkes added social media and the DGS website to the agenda. 
 
3. Social Media 
Graeme thanked everyone for the email responses to his request for members’ opinions on 
whether DGSC should start using social media. The overriding response was that we should not 
proceed at this point. 
 
4. DGS Website 
Susan Guy-Inglis’ offer of creating a School Council website to run along the Dunbar Grammar 
School website had been discussed further by email. Graeme would contact Sue to put her in 
touch with Jennifer Gardiner, who has the school’s website as part of her remit, to discuss the 
suggestion further. Leigh Leslie suggested that the National Parent Forum Newsletters could be 
added to one of the websites. 

Action: GP/LL 
 

5. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Minutes of 23 May meeting were proposed by Kate Darrah and seconded by Morag Readman. 
 
6. Headteacher’s Items 
 
Communication with Parents 
Mr Raffaelli was asked to look at other recently inspected schools’ reports to compare scores on 
these questions at the last meeting, this would be done for the next meeting. 

Action: PR 
 

Staffing 
Interviewing for a full-time, permanent Drama position would take place on 19 June. 
 
Dorothy Patterson had been seconded to the position of DHT at Ross High School in the Severe 
and Complex Unit. The posting would be temporary from August 2013 until Easter 2014. To fill 
her vacancy there would be a restructuring of Support for Learning. A new temporary position of 
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Meeting Learners’ Needs would be created from August and Ed Offer had been the successful 
candidate. Marie Prior would be based at DGS to complement the pupil support team but would 
also cover Knox Academy and North Berwick High School. 
 
Susan Wood was expected back from long term illness in August and to return to her position in 
Guidance that had been covered by Wendy Doig. Mrs Doig would return to the Maths 
Department. Our thanks go to Mrs Doig for the great work she has done in her acting Guidance 
post. Ed Offer’s vacancy would be filled by NQTs. 
 
Budget 
The 1% increase in staff salaries would still be met by the school rather than paid for centrally. 
 
Long-term absences would be paid for centrally by the Authority. 
 
The school roll was now expected to grow slightly more than originally estimated for 2013-14 to 
780 students. 
 
Don Ledingham, Chief Executive of ELC had moved to a new position, and would not be replaced.  
 
7. Treasurer’s Report 
Morag Readman reported that membership of the 200 Club remained at 75 members paying for 
116 numbers in the lottery. Income had been £290.50; expenditure had been £65; the balance 
available to spend was £872.06. 
 
The winner of the 200 Club £100 summer draw for June was number 69 – Gillian Denholm; and 
the winner for July was number 118 – Helen Pickles. 
 
Edupayment.co.uk 
Morag Readman had circulated by email information about a form of fundraising for educational 
establishments called Edupayment.co.uk with a proposal that DGSC members trial the website 
during the summer and report back in September. 

Action: DGSC members 
 
8. AOCB 
Angela McLeman was confirmed as a parent member of the DGSC. 
 
9. Date of AGM Meeting 
The date for the AGM was agreed as Wednesday 18 September at 6.30pm followed by a 
business meeting at 7pm. 
 


