
ECO NEWS – MARCH 2013  
Welcome to the first ECO NEWS bulletin from Dunbar Grammar . There are 
lots of eco events happening in , and out of school,  so time to  shake off the 
winter blues and get out there and become involved !  

  

JOIN THE ECO GROUP! 

MEETING TIME – Thursdays 1.15pm  in T5  

This group of pupils are keen to do their bit to make the school and its 
environment a lot greener . Their first task is to persuade FES to allow a bird 
table to be placed in the garden. 

„When we start to feed the birds we will soon attract many different species 
and will get a lot of enjoyment from seeing wild birds so close up.  
  
This is a great time to start feeding the birds. Sunflower hearts are popular 
with blue tits, great tits and coal tits. Meal worms, fat balls and peanuts are 
also very nutritious and protein rich.  



Why not buy a pair of binoculars? The RSPB have a very good range which 
offers good quality at reasonable prices and all the proceeds go to towards 
their worthwhile work of protecting birds.  
Birds are quite easily frightened so remember to watch them quietly, avoiding 
noise and sudden movement. 

 

 

The Eco Group are also involved in a competition based on Edinburgh Zoo  
and conservation . Future  Eco group projects will include  Reuse and  
Fundraising  , and A Carbon Fast ! 

 

FAIRTRADE …COULD YOU HELP DGS BECOME A       

                      FAIRTRADE SCHOOL ? 
 

Fair trade aims to ensure all people are paid a fair price for their goods and 
services so they can enjoy a life free from poverty 

 

Where does our coffee come from ? 

 

Counting the beans - where do the 

profits go? 

http://prudentpress.com/trade/fundamentals_fair_trade_system/attachment/fairtrade-retail-sales/


55% to the shippers and roasters 
25% to the retailers 
10% to the exporters 
10% to the growers 

 

Despite producing 70% of the world's food, over half of the world's hungriest 
people are smallholder farmers. They are not paid the  correct amount for the 
goods they produce.  Fairtrade is about getting these farmers  better prices, 
decent working conditions,  local sustainability, and fair terms of trade for 
farmers and workers in the developing world.  Fairtrade pays a fair price for 
goods produced. This allows  farmers and workers in the developing world to 
improve their position and have more control over their lives. 

 

SO, what can YOU do ? 

 Try to buy  Fairtrade  goods whenever you can 
 Only buy  Fairtrade bananas 
 Make DGS a Fairtrade School ….. how ? 

 

 

1. Set up a Fairtrade steering group which meets once a term 

 2. Write and adopt a Fairtrade policy which has the support of the Parent 
Council and is signed by the Head Teacher 

 3. Use and sell Fairtrade products as much as possible - supply Fair trade 
products in your tuck shop. 4. Learn about Fairtrade in at least three subjects 
in two year groups 



 5. Take action for Fairtrade at least once a term in the school and once a 
year in the community . Sell Food products • Bananas • Cocoa • Coffee • 
Dried Fruit • Vegetables • Honey • Juices • Nuts/Oil Seeds/Oil • Quinoa • Rice 
• Spices • Sugar • Tea • Wine Non-food products • Beauty products • Cotton 
• Cut Flowers • Ornamental Plants • Sports Balls . Have a Fairtrade fashion 
show ! 

Question 5  : Is the school a “Fairtrade School”?  Check The Environmental 
Review Checklist, Sustaining Our World Environmental Review Checklist 

 

 

 

The Big Pedal 
 
Dunbar Grammar is taking part again in this year's Sustrans Big Pedal, 
running from 28th February to 20th March. During this period pupils are 
encouraged to ride or scoot to school to earn house points and help the school 
finish fastest on daily 'virtual stages' - similar to the Tour de France. Last year 
we won our category and are looking for an even better finish this year! If 
your son/daughter is cycling to school can we please ask that they stick to the 



Highway Code and ride responsibly and safely. We strongly encourage 
students to wear helmets and ask to ensure that they are as visible as possible. 
 

 

 

 

Earth Hour, 23rd March  
 
Hundreds of millions of people, businesses and governments around the world 
unite each year to support the largest environmental event in history - Earth 
Hour. More than 7000 cities and towns in 152 countries switched off their lights 
for Earth Hour 2012, sending a powerful message for action to save the 
planet. This year, more than 200,000 individuals are accepting challenges on 
YouTube to turn their symbolic action for the planet into an ongoing 
commitment to a sustainable future. 
For more info and events in your area, go to: http://www.earthhour.org 

 

 

 

http://sdenetwork.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da3e68bc6ef139c4466d7873a&id=d8e05bb961&e=1dc8288e51
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=earth+hour+2013&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=9Szr1aLOgQA8NM&tbnid=8V83xXfC90lHEM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://earthhour.tumblr.com/post/36367355146&ei=1UczUaGyA8aW0QX3n4CwAw&bvm=bv.43148975,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH8MVZdRdSZartflVR2MqpJJVka9A&ust=1362401618423489


13. John Muir Day, 21st April 

 

Join the celebrations of the first ever John Muir Day in Scotland on 21st April 2013, the 

175th anniversary of his birth. Known in America as the "father of National Parks", the 

Scots-born American conservationist has inspired people all over the world. Throughout 

the year, we will celebrate his life and work and encourage locals and visitors to connect 

with Scotland's outdoors by experiencing it, exploring it and helping look after it. Look 

out for special events, activities and walks in National Nature Reserves, National Parks, 

country parks and other places across Scotland this April. 

For more info go to: http://www.snh.gov.uk/enjoying-the-outdoors/year-of-natural-

scotland-2013/celebrate-john-muir/ 

http://sdenetwork.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=da3e68bc6ef139c4466d7873a&id=9676f1a9f7&e=1dc8288e51
http://sdenetwork.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=da3e68bc6ef139c4466d7873a&id=9676f1a9f7&e=1dc8288e51

