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DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING ON 

WEDNESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
Present:  
Graeme Parkes (Chair) Jen Matthew (Teacher) 
Julia Dorin (Parent Member)  
Janet McDougall-Welch (Parent Member) Andrew Bell (Head Boy) 
Angela McLeman (Parent Member) Lottie Hirons (Head Girl) 
Lorraine McLuckie (Parent Member)  
Judy Miller (Parent Member/Clerk) Diane Watt attended for item 5 
Wendy Smith (Parent Member)  
  
Attending:  
Mr P Raffaelli (Head Teacher), Mrs L Leslie (Outgoing Clerk) 
    
1. Welcome and Apologies 
Graeme Parkes welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies had been received from 
Kay Henderson, Morag Readman, Michael Veitch and Gillian Williams. 

 
2. Additional Agenda Items 
Mr Raffaelli added two items to his section: Subject Funding and Exam Report. 

 
3. Minutes of 19 June 2014 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. They were proposed by Angela McLeman 
and seconded by Janet McDougall-Welch. 
 
4. Head Teacher’s Items 
 
- Staffing 
Three new Principal Teachers had recently been appointed. Mike Scott, Health and 
Wellbeing, who started in August; Ed Offer, Social Subjects, now in place; and Chris 
White, Mathematics, who would join the school on 6 October. 
 
Douglas Burns, part-time teacher of Mathematics, had retired this week. His timetable 
would be covered by Debbie Greenshields until the vacancy could be filled. 
 
The vacancies for a full-time and part-time teacher of Computing were still to be filled. A 
supply teacher had been filling the timetable for S1 to S3 students. Teachers from 
Technologies were teaching students from S4 to S6, in the meantime. 
 
- Transport 
Mr Raffaelli highlighted recent issues with student-to-school busses and in particular 
unacceptable circumstances concerning First Bus and students living in East Linton. 
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Mr Raffaelli had been in contact with ELC’s Transportation Department to try to resolve 
these issues. First Bus would now be asked to contact the school as well as 
Transportation as soon as they were aware that the normal bus service could not be 
provided. The school would then send a “Group Call” to parents of East Linton students 
informing them of the new arrangements. Students should wait for 15 minutes and then 
phone the school for an update. 
 
- Subject Funding 
Mr Raffaelli asked for DGSC’s opinions on the funding of resources for particular 
subjects. Students were asked to pay a contribution towards the cost of consumables 
used in Home Economics and CDT. Would it be appropriate for Art and Design to ask for 
a contribution too? DGSC members would obtain opinions from the parent forum and 
the items would be put on the Agenda for October. 

Action: DGSC/JM 
 

- Exam Report 
Mr Raffaelli explained the results system: “Insight” which had replaced “STACS”. Schools 
could compare results with a virtual comparator school and virtual students. The school 
had done well on all levels. National 4 and 5 went through very well in results. Highers 
were slightly down on last year, but were above national and East Lothian levels. Raising 
attainment was part of the central Improvement Plan. Mr Raffaelli would provide an 
Exam Report to DGSC members once all of the data was confirmed. 

Action: PR 
 

- General 
The six NQTs had arrived in August and were settling in. The Head Boy / Girl team had 
been appointed and this year due to the size of the school, three depute head boys and 
girls had been selected. 
 
The Awards Evening had taken place and Mr Raffaelli said it had been a great job - 
showcasing the talents of the students who lead the evening. Graeme Parkes wished it 
be noted that he had received really good feedback from parents regarding the evening. 
 
5. Texas Scramble 
Diane Watt had again organised a Texas Scramble for 20 September. Raffle prizes were 
handed to her; Angela McLeman and Julia Dorin volunteered to sell raffle tickets on the 
day. Andrew Bell and Lottie Hirons would ask S6 students if they would volunteer also. 
Diane reported that she was expecting 20 teams to take part. Graeme Parkes expressed 
the DGSC’s real appreciation to Diane for all her hard work making this event such a 
success. 
 
Diane also offered to help the DGSC or a Faculty write a Lottery Grant for extra-
curricular activities funding. Graeme Parkes would contact Sean McNee the new Sports 
Co-ordinator in relation to his request for funding. 
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Action: AB/LH/GP 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report 
Graeme Parkes presented the Treasurer’s Report in Morag Readman’s absence. There 
had been £934 income from July to September for the 200 Club account, giving a 
balance of £1,402.26 available to spend. The General Account balance stood at 
£1,701.84, giving a total for the two accounts of £3,104.10. 
 
The 200 Club draw winners were: 
 
August – number 22, Mr and Mrs I Campbell 
September – number 107, Ms T Binning. 
 
7. Requests for Funding 
 
- Modern Languages 
A request for £229.75 for Easispeak Microphones had been made. A discussion took 
place and the request was agreed. 
 
Agreed : £229.75. 
 
- Mathematics 
A request for £148 for a Mathsbox subscription and the cost of resources had been 
made. A discussion took place and the request was agreed. 
 
Agreed : £148.00 

 
- Physical Education 
A request for £200 for Senior Girls’ Hockey and Senior Boys’ Football strips and 
equipment had been made by Sean McNee, Sports Co-ordinator. After a discussion it 
was agreed that Graeme Parkes would contact Sean to ask him to give more detail 
about the request. Once this information was obtained it was hoped a decision could be 
arrived at by email. 

Action: GP 
 

Graeme Parkes would also invite Sean McNee to the October meeting of DGSC asking 
him to speak about his overall version for extra curricular sports at the school. 

Action: GP 
 
8. DGSA Report  
There was no report. 
 
9. Teachers’ Report 
Jen Matthew reported that the California trip had been very successful.  
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A discussion took place about the new school day model which had been in place since 
May. Graeme Parkes asked Mr Raffaelli for feedback on the new seven period day. The 
Curriculum Group was due to meet next week and Mr Raffaelli would report back at the 
next meeting. A parent and a student place were vacant on the Curriculum Group. 

Action: PR 
 

The mixed sets of national 4 and 5 classes were working well, students were encouraged 
to try work at a higher level. Teaching nationals for a second year meant the new 
courses were being consolidated.  
 
Janet McDougall-Welch asked what the percentage was for S4 students choosing six 
nationals? Mr Raffaelli would provide that information. 

Action: PR 
 
10. Student Council Report 
Andrew Bell reported that the new Student Council had been selected via a process in 
assemblies. House Captains would be invited to Student Council meetings. The Student 
Council would meet next week, agenda items would include space around the school 
and how to make the best use of it. 
 
Janet McDougall-Welch asked Mr Raffaelli for an update regarding the proposed 
extension for the school. Graeme Parkes would approach ELC to establish if the 
projected dates had been revised. 

Action: GP 
 
11. Dunbar & East Linton Area Partnership 
Andrew Bell and Lottie Hirons attend these meetings on behalf of the Student Council 
and offered to represent DGSC as well. DGSC accepted and were grateful for their offer. 
This item would be kept on the agenda for future meetings. It was hoped a parent 
member would attend in the future. 

Action: JM 
 
12. Correspondence 
Graeme Parkes briefly discussed the correspondence and asked if any member would 
like to attend the forthcoming ELAPCM meeting. 
 
13. AOCB 
Mr Raffaelli reported that recently a child had run out in front of a car in Summerfield 
Road in front of the school. Mr Raffaelli had contacted Transportation to request that 
box markings be considered for the road. 
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It had been brought to Mr Raffaelli’s attention that there are no signposts directing 
people to the school. Visitors to the school often missed the turning into Summerfield 
Road. 

 

Mr Raffaelli had contacted ELC and someone is to get back to him on both accounts . 
Add to the agenda in October. 

Action: JM 
 
14. Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 23 October 2014, at 7.00pm. 


