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What is PISA? 
 Programme for International Student Assessment 

 One of the world’s biggest international education 
surveys, involving schools and students in over 70 
countries. 

 Run in Scotland by the National Foundation for 
Educational Research (NFER). 

 Developed jointly by member countries of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). 

 

 



What is the OECD? 
 Established in 1961 

 Headquarters in Paris 

 

“The mission of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) is to promote policies that will 
improve the economic and social well-being 

of people around the world.” 
http://www.oecd.org 
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The OECD and Education 
 Education is a big part of OECD’s mission 

 OECD publishes many reports on education 



The OECD and Education 

PISA is one of OECD’s 
most important 
educational surveys. 

 



What is PISA for? 

To compare the learning of students in 
different countries 

To investigate what students think about 
their learning 

To compare educational systems and school 
policies 

To help governments make decisions about 
educational policy  
 



What happens in the survey? 

PISA takes place every 3 years – the first one 
was in 2000. 

 In each survey there is one main subject. 

 In the 2015 PISA survey, the main subject is 
science and all students will answer some 
science questions.  

Most students will also answer questions on 
reading, maths or problem-solving. 
 



What else is involved? 

 Students answer a questionnaire about their 
background and about their learning. The main 
focus of the questions will be about learning 
science. 

 Students’ parents are asked to complete a 
questionnaire with more details of the student’s 
background and early education. 

 There is also a questionnaire for the school which 
asks about school policy and organisation. 

 



How many countries take part? 

 PISA 2000 43 countries 

 PISA 2003 41 countries 

 PISA 2006 57 countries 

 PISA 2009 65 countries (plus 10 more in 2010) 

 PISA 2012 67 countries 

 PISA 2015 70+ countries 

Scotland has taken part in all the PISA surveys. 

 



PISA 2015 in Scotland 
Almost 4000 students in over 100 schools in 

Scotland will take part in the survey. 

 In total, around 14,000 students in 500 
schools will take part in the UK. 

Scotland, England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland will each have separate reports for 
their results. 
 

 



The PISA assessments 

PISA is a computer-based assessment. 

Each student is presented with a different 
combination of questions on-screen. 

The assessment lasts 2 hours with a break in 
the middle. 

No special study or revision is needed. 
 

 



The PISA questionnaire 

The questionnaire is also answered on 
computer. 

 It takes about half an hour. 
All answers are confidential. Answers are 

not shared with your school and they are 
used only for research. 

The questionnaire asks for some 
information on homes and families. 

 It also asks about attitudes to science and 
science lessons. 
 
 



PISA questions 
The questions will appear on screen like this: 

 



Answering the questions 
Information about a science, maths or reading topic appears on 
the right hand side of the screen. Here, it’s Volcanic Eruptions: 

Questions are asked on the left hand side, and you click or type 
your answer. Here, you have to click on a letter on the map.  



Problem solving questions 
... are a bit different. 

 



Problem solving questions 
Information about a problem appears on the right hand side. 

Here, it’s about transport: 

The left hand side shows an 
online discussion.  
 

You have to help to solve the 
problem by choosing what 
to say in the discussion.  
 

Here, there are 3 comments. 
You have to choose which 
comment to make. 
 



What you need to bring 

 A pen or pencil 

 A calculator 

 A book or some homework (but not maths or 
science work) 



Other information 

 For the questionnaire it will be useful for you to 
know: 

 your parents’ or guardians’ occupations 

 your parents’ or guardians’ highest educational 
qualifications (e.g. Standard Grades, GSCEs, Highers, A-

level, HNC, HND, Bachelors degree, Masters degree, PhD) 

 You will be awarded a certificate to show that you 
taken part in PISA. 



PISA participants from Scotland 

have said... 
“We felt it was a privilege to be invited 
to participate and consider the PISA 
data to be of importance.” 

 
“I feel it is important to take part in 
surveys that can have an impact on 
educational policy.” 

 
“We took part to make a positive contribution to 
national statistics. It’s beneficial to our learners 
and regarded positively at school.” 

 



 

 
Good luck from the 
PISA team at NFER! 


