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In S1 and S2 students will have experienced Faculty Common Courses and Subject Specialist 
Courses from all areas of the curriculum.  As students progress into S3 we will be asking 
them to make subject choices within Faculty areas.  This will allow students to continue to 
have as broad an experience as possible in each Faculty before focussing on certificate 
courses in S4-6.   
 
The table below summaries the choices open to students 

 
Faculty Subjects to choose 

from 
Number of subjects 
to choose 

Any additional 
information 

Science Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 

2  

Social Subjects Geography 
History 
Modern Studies 

2  

Technologies Business Education 
Craft, Design and 
Technology (CDT) 
Computing Education 

2  

Health and 
Wellbeing/Modern 
Languages 

Religious, Moral and 
Philosophical Studies 
(RMPS) 
Home Economics 
French 

1 Students will continue 
to study core Religious 
Education and German 
regardless of this 
choice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Science Faculty  
Students will be able to study two periods a week in one subject and two periods a week in 
one other subject within the Faculty.    

 

Biology 
In S3 students will continue their learning from S2 to have a deeper understanding of the 
human body including; eyes, ears, bones, muscles and the nervous system. Then students 
will experience cell biology, the building blocks of life. Throughout the year students will be 
developing research and experimental skills. Topics covered: 
 
Sport Science  
This topic looks at how the human body is built for activity and will involve practical work to 
measure aspects of sporting performance. We will also study the structure of the eyes, ears, 
bones and the nervous system 
 
Cells  
Cells are the building blocks of life and it is important for Biologists to have a good 
understand of their structure and of all the things that go on inside them. We will look at 
the differences between plant and animal cells, microorganisms, cell membranes, and the 
important processes of diffusion and osmosis 
 
Life on Earth  
This topic is a study of Environmental Biology. It involves the study of ecosystems and how 
living things depend on each other for survival. We will also look at the impact that we have 
on our on the environment and how we affect living things by polluting, destroying habitats 
etc.  

 

Chemistry 
The S3 Chemistry course gives students the opportunity to carry out investigations and 
research tasks on a variety of topics including: Fuels, Hydrocarbons, Everyday consumer 
products and Products from plants.  
This course allows students to experience a wide range of Chemistry issues relevant to 
everyday life. By covering common core areas of both National 4 and National 5 Chemistry, 
it also allows progression to a National 4 or 5 qualification in S4 for students wishing to 
further develop their skills and understanding of the subject. Topics covered: 
 
Fuels 
Formation of oil, the use of fuels and their environmental impact on the carbon cycle, 
alternative energy sources including biomass, energy calculations  
Hydrocarbons 
Fractional distillation, cracking and hydrocarbon families 
Everyday consumer products 
Alcohol, carbohydrates, competing demands for carbohydrates as food or fuel, uses of 
alcohols and carboxylic acids, making esters  
Products from plants 
Practical based activity on products derived from plants which have enhanced everyday life. 



Physics 
 
In the S3 Physics course, learners develop skills of scientific inquiry, investigation and 
analytical thinking, along with knowledge and understanding of waves and radiation. 
Learners will apply these skills when considering the applications of waves and radiation on 
our lives, as well as the implications on society/the environment. This can be done by using 
a variety of approaches, including investigation and problem solving. 
The Unit covers the key areas wave characteristics, sound, electromagnetic spectrum and 
nuclear radiation. Learners will research issues, apply scientific skills and communicate 
information related to their findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy. 
 
Waves 
This topic covers the key areas of wave characteristics, sound and electromagnetic spectrum 
including light.  
 

Radiation 
In this topic students have an introduction to types of radiation and their effects including 
natural and artificial sources of radiation, researching the uses of nuclear radiation in society 
and debating the future of nuclear energy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Technologies Faculty 
 

Students will be able to study two periods a week in one subject and two periods a week in 
one other subject within the Faculty.  
 
 

Business Education 
 

 Understanding of Sectors of Industry and how businesses contribute to our 
economy. 

 Role of different functional departments including Operations, Human Resource etc. 

 Developing entrepreneurial skills by taking part in the Coca Cola Business Challenge. 

 Personalisation and choice between studying Admin & IT and looking at Events 
Management or looking at Accounting and learning about Ledger Accounts and 
other financial documents.  

 Creating a Business Assignment based on knowledge of the course so far and 
developing research skills useful for National courses.  

 
 
 

CDT 
 

 Electronic circuit simulation and energy use in society. 

 Manufacture a unit for storage or display.  

 2D and 3D graphics using drawing boards and CAD software.  

 Evaluate an everyday product based on an understanding of design factors. 

 Develop a design proposal based on an everyday problem. 
 
 
 

Computing Science  
 

 Computer Systems 

 Web-Design 

 Animation 

 Software Design and Development 

 App Creation 

 Computer Graphics 

 Raspberry Pi 
 
 
 
 
 



Social Subjects Faculty 
 

Students will be able to study two periods a week in one subject and two periods a week in 
one other subject within the Faculty.    

 
Geography 
 

 Weather –predicting and understanding our atmosphere. 

 Farming – world food production and change in the 21st century – what’s really on 

your plate? 

 Urban areas- slums, skyscrapers and sustainability 

 Globalisation- connecting our world  

 Glaciation – the power of ice. 

 
 

History 
 
Britain in the industrial revolution.  Topics include: 
 

 How grim was life in the slums of Britain's industrial cities? 

 Would you have survived working in the factories? 

 How did the rise of the railway change our world? 

 Who were the Luddites and the Chartists and why were they protesting? 

 How did Britain become more democratic? 

Scottish study of your choice 

 
Modern Studies 
 
Crime and the Law.  Topics include: 

 Why people commit crime, types of crime, the role of the police and courts, types of 

punishment, life in prison.  

 
It’s a Mad, Bad World! Topics include:  

 Child Soldiers, Genocide, Life in Afghanistan, North Korean Dictatorship, Brazilian Street 

Children, United Nations, Global Credit Crunch 

 
 
 
 



Health and Wellbeing / Modern Languages Choice 
 
Students will have the option to personalise in one of the following options for two periods 
a week 

 
Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS) 

 
The S3 personalisation choice in RMPS will build upon knowledge gained within core RMPS 
in S1 – S3.  Students will be given the opportunity to explore in greater depth: 
 

 Current issues surrounding world religions 

 Morality and belief  

 Philosophical questions 

Students will also develop the ability to engage in meaningful discussions and generate well 
informed values. 
 
 

Home Economics 
 
The S3 course in Home Economics will continue to build on valuable life skills.  
Students will study: 
 

 Aspects of Health and Food Technology 

 Practical cooking to a hospitality standard  

 Baking to a hospitality standard 

 Aspects of food hygiene, including the opportunity to gain a Royal Environmental 

Health Institute of Scotland (Food Hygiene) certificate. 

 

French 
 
Learning a new language enables learners to make connections with different people and 
their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens.  The ability to use language lies at 
the centre of thinking and learning.  In S3, pupils have the opportunity to learn French in 
addition to the German they started learning in primary school. 
 
The course will develop your skills in French through topics like Free Time and Cultural 
Studies – food and drink, festivals, music and film, the French-speaking world - as well as 
introduce and expand on the important building blocks of the language to enable you to 
become confident in using and understanding the language.  


