
Expressive Arts Personalisation 

 

Remember  
to return your completed form with your choices to  

Miss Ogston 

By Monday 29th February! 

Returns after this date will be not be given priority. 

 

 

Miss Ogston 

Acting PT Expressive Arts  

Drama Department 



Kurt Vonnegut 

Expressive Arts Course Choices 

 

In first year, you have all been studying 

Art and Design, Drama and Music, each for 

1 period a week. In second and third year 

this changes. You will have the opportunity 

to “personalise” in two of these subjects, 

studying them in greater depth over two 

periods a week. Don’t worry you will be 

able to ‘pick up’ the third subject again at 

an appropriate level in the senior phase!  

 

 

http://ignitelight.tumblr.com/post/4456046678
http://www.ebay.com/itm/Inspirational-Quotes-and-Sayings-Prints-and-Posters-Art-/130430384451?pt=Art_Posters
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cartoion pupils studying&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uxxMew9Rgo17uM&tbnid=mbquuKNeZRvwRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ka-net.org.uk/story/prelim-timetables-january-2014&ei=jVAPU6GJMMOQhQeq3YCwCQ&bvm=bv.61965928,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNFn0eJrf25j1Dk8IweAO1xNxMyAdA&ust=1393598973773680


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So why choose Art and Design?  

There are loads of different reasons why you might 

want to choose Art and Design. Maybe you really enjoy 

drawing, painting or making things with your hands. 

Perhaps you are thinking about doing something visually 

creative when you leave school. You might have enjoyed 

Art and Design in first year and not feel ready to drop 

it yet. Maybe you really like studying designs and 

artworks by famous artists. These are all good reasons. 

What is the point of 

studying Art and 

Design? 

Over the last 20 years 

there has been an explosion 

of 24 hour media, the 

internet, video games and 

advertising. You are growing 

up in an increasingly visual 

world, where images, art and 

designs are used to 

entertain, persuade, assist, 

challenge, educate, 

communicate and make 

serious money. In Art and 

Design you learn about the 

decisions that artists and 

designers make through 

making your own pieces of 

Art and Design and through 

looking at those made by 

others. Art and Design also 

gives you the opportunity to 

make your own decisions and 

explore your own creative 

ideas. It develops 

independent thinking, 

manual and problem-solving 

skills and builds self-

confidence. 

So why choose Art and Design?  

There are loads of different reasons why you might 

want to choose Art and Design. Maybe you really enjoy 

drawing, painting or making things with your hands. 

Perhaps you are thinking about doing something visually 

creative when you leave school. You might have enjoyed 

Art and Design in first year and not feel ready to drop 

it yet. Maybe you really like studying designs and 

artworks by famous artists. These are all good reasons. 

But what if I don’t think 

that I am any good? 

It doesn’t matter. Art and 

Design is suitable for students 

of all abilities. If you are 

prepared to work hard, then 

you will enjoy the subject and 

make real progress. 

 

What is the point of 

studying Art and 

Design?  

Over the last 20 years 

there has been an explosion 

of 24 hour media, the 

internet, video games and 

advertising. You are growing 

up in an increasingly visual 

world, where images and 

designs are used to 

entertain, persuade, assist, 

challenge, educate, 

communicate and make 

serious money. In Art and 

Design you learn about the 

decisions that artists and 

designers make through 

creating your own work and 

through looking at work 

made by others. Art and 

Design also gives you the 

opportunity to make your 

own decisions, explore your 

own creative ideas and 

develop your skills. It also 

develops independent 

thinking, communication and 

problem-solving skills as well 

as builds self-esteem and 

confidence. 

What careers are there in Art and Design? 

Ceramic Designer,  Web designer, film maker, Cabinet 

/furniture Maker,  photographer, florist,  stonemason, Fine 

Art restorer,  animator,  product designer,  interior designer, 

hairdresser, beautician,  make-up artist,  milliner,  shoe 

designer,  gallery manager,  gallery guide,  exhibition curator,  

game designer, art publisher,  police artist,  window-dresser, 

advertising and publicity, illustrator,  graphic designer,  art 

therapist,  teacher,  lecturer,  art dealer, painter, sculptor, 

calligrapher, architect, landscape architect, interior designer, 

costume designer, set designer, potter . . . etc.! 

 

Glass Designer 

Jeweller  



Art and Design: Course Summary  

 The “Personalisation” course 

How long? 

 

How much 

class time? 

 

Who is it for? 

 

What will I 

learn and 

what will I be 

working 

towards? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 years (2nd and 3rd year) 

 

2 periods per week 

 

Anyone, but strongly recommended for those who want to pursue 

Art and Design further up the school 

 

You will learn loads of new skills in drawing, painting, printmaking, 

clay-work and computer graphics, amongst other things. You will 

become familiar with the design process and you will have the 

opportunity to work on longer art and design projects in which you 

will be allowed to pursue your own ideas. You will also develop skills in 

talking and writing about art and design. 

Students will be working towards experiences and outcomes in line 

with 3rd and 4th level of the Curriculum for Excellence and will be 

working towards qualifications at National 4 and National 5 level.  

 

Personalisation students give themselves a better chance of 

achieving a National 5 course if they choose Art and Design in S4. 

 

 



Music  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

What are the differences betw 

 

So why choose Music?  

Why Music? Maybe you enjoy listening to music and 

would like to broaden your understanding of the subject. 

You might want to learn how to play a musical 

instrument. You might like the thought of being in a 

musical group and performing in the school and wider 

community. These are                                                      

all great reasons. 

But what if I don’t think 

that I am any good? 

You will be given lots of time 

to practise. Students always 

surprise themselves how much 

they develop over the course 

of a year. 

Practise makes perfect!! 

 

What is the point of 

studying Music? 

In music you’ll have the 

opportunity to learn how to 

play a musical instrument 

and learn about a variety of 

musical styles by playing 

pieces from these styles. 

Part of learning in Music is 

about listening and watching 

professional musicians 

performing. Pupils will build 

up a musical language which 

will help them to describe 

and understand Music. 

Music also gives you the 

opportunity to develop your 

own creative ideas. Through 

composing and improvising, 

pupils will develop analytical 

skills and will improve their 

understanding of musical 

literacy in a practical and 

creative setting.  

 

 

What careers are there in Music? 

As a musician you could:  

 Play in a variety of ensembles including in the 

orchestra pit of a musical, or in a live band. 

 Compose music for the media including film, radio, TV 

and computer games. 

 Musically direct your own music projects or work for 

professional musical companies. 

Careers in Music:  

Accompanist, Sound Engineer, Music Teacher/Tutor,  Music 

Journalist, Musical Director, Promoter, Publicist, etc 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=music+fun&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7WyngUZqR09KyM&tbnid=K7GtxSiJDSWi2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wallsforpc.com/wallpaper/girl-guitar-music-fun/&ei=pHgjUYPfIKjs0gXr2YDoBg&psig=AFQjCNEzoNRE1wUIuUQ2hPtg3kfax5pZnQ&ust=1361365530160926


Music Course Summary  

 

 The “Personalisation” course 

How long? 

How much 

class time? 

 

Who is it for? 

 

 

 

What will I 

study  and 

what will I be 

working 

towards? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 years (2nd and 3rd year) 

2 periods per week 

 

 

Anyone, but strongly recommended for those who want to pursue 

Music further up the school 

 

 

Students will learn to recognise and play a variety of musical styles 

including jazz, blues, pop, rock and music from around the world. 

Over the two years, students will develop on two instruments or one 

instrument and voice, and will be provided with opportunities to 

perform and develop these skills – both inside and outside the 

classroom. Students will learn basic theory skills alongside musical 

concepts to help them describe detail about a piece of music. There 

will also be the opportunity to develop creative skills through various 

composition and music technology projects. 

 

Students will be working towards experiences and outcomes in line 

with 3rd and 4th level of the Curriculum for Excellence and will be 

working towards qualifications at National 4 and National 5 level.  

 

Personalisation students give themselves a better chance of 

achieving a National 5 course if they choose Music in S4. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the point of 

studying Drama? 

Drama can be a very 

rewarding subject. It 

can develop valuable 

skills for life and 

nothing beats that post-

performance feeling! 

 Through Drama you 

can develop – 

 

 confidence  

 personal and social 

skills by working as 

part of a group  

 life skills like 

communication, 

negotiation and 

problem solving  

 creativity and 

imagination  

 performance and 

presentational skills 

 evaluative skills  

 

So why choose Drama?  

There are lots of different reasons why you might want 

to choose Drama. Maybe you really enjoy creating, 

rehearsing and performing in class. Perhaps you are 

thinking about doing something creative when you leave 

school. You might have enjoyed working in groups and not 

being behind a desk in S1. Maybe you like the idea of 

exploring a range of production skills: acting,  lighting, 

sound, set design, costume design or make up. These are 

all good reasons. 
 

What careers are there in Drama?  

Drama provides an excellent choice for anyone interested in…  

…..working in the performing arts such as : Producer, Actor; 

Director; Theatre Technician; Designer; Make-up Artist; Script 

Writer; Arts Administration 

…. working with people such as: Youth Worker; Workshop 

Leader; Teacher; Social Worker; Project Manager   

…working in creative industries such as: Advertising; Marketing; 

Arts Journalism; Film Production    



Drama Course Summary  

 

 The “Personalisation” course 

How long? 

How much 

class time? 

 

Who is it for? 

 

 

 

What will I 

study  and 

what will I be 

working 

towards? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 years (2nd and 3rd year) 

2 periods per week 

 

 

Anyone, but strongly recommended for those who want to pursue 

Drama further up the school 

 

 

 Movement 

 Pantomime performance for Dunbar Primary school audience 

and School Christmas concert 

 Creating plays from a stimulus   

 Producing scripted plays – acting, directing, lighting, sound, 

props and costume  

Pupils will learn to think and act creatively with a group. They will 

also learn the theory behind the skills. There will be several 

opportunities to perform their work to an audience. 

Students will be working towards experiences and outcomes in line 

with 3rd and 4th level of the Curriculum for Excellence and will be 

working towards qualifications at National 4 and National 5 level.  

Personalisation students give themselves a better chance of 

achieving a National 5 course if they choose Drama in S4. 

 


