
We all know that some teenagers will explore activities such as drinking alcohol.  

Having worked in the Dunbar area for a number of years, I am aware of a few rural 

drinking dens and when on duty on a Friday and Saturday evening, endeavour to 

check these areas. 

 

We don’t check these areas or search youths for alcohol just because it’s illegal (by 

age and also contrary to the local drinking bylaw) but for their safety and to prevent 

any subsequent drunken criminal or anti-social behaviour, which has a negative 

impact on our community. 

 

In the past, most youths we dealt with in such situations were aged about 15 or 16.  I 

am not alone in observing that recently and more concerning, is that some of the 

youths involved in such incidents are as young as 12. 

 

Can I request that parents/carers make sure they are aware of their child’s 

whereabouts if they are having a “sleep-over” at a friend’s? 

Also please contact the police if you are aware of an underage party taking place 

either in a rural location or a home address without suitable supervision. 

 

If you do allow your children to attend a party, please ensure you take positive steps 

to maintain your child’s safety. Simple things like phoning them or asking them to 

phone you to attend and uplift them. Pre-planned safety measures are parents’ and 

children’s commitment to a safe event. If things do not go to plan, please contact 

police who will follow up enquiries, but it is essential that you as a parent/carer know 

who your child is with and where they have gone to and their expected time of return. 

 

We are not looking to criminalise our youth’s behaviour or spoil their fun but 

imagine, for example, a drunken 12-year-old youth in the middle of John Muir 

Country Park at midnight, they are vulnerable to so many risks, please consider this 

and let’s all work together to keep our young people safe. 

 

Gavin Ross 

PC 4821 

Dunbar Community Ward Officer 

Tel. 101 

dunbareastlintonCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk (not monitored 24/7) 
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