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 DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING ON 

TUESDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2016 
 

 
 

 

Present:  

Dee Davison (Co-Chair) 

Lawrence Tierney (Co-Chair) 

Joanne Bloomfield (Parent Member) 

Julia Dorin (Parent Member) 

Kay Henderson (Parent Member) 

Graeme Parkes (Parent Member) 
 

John Paterson (Parent Member) 

Helen Pickles (Parent Member) 

Donna Tsang (Parent Member) 

Moray Donn (Head Boy) 

Jess Millar (Head Girl) 

Mike Falconer (Scholar) 

Attending:  

Mr P Raffaelli (Head Teacher), Mrs C Slowther (Depute Head Teacher), Mr E Offer 

(Temporary Depute Head Teacher), Mrs J Miller (Clerk).  
 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Dee Davison and Lawrence Tierney welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies had 

been received from Nigel Bird, Anne-Marie Gibson, Jane McIntyre (DGSA), Angela 

McLeman, Morag Readman, Wendy Smith and Michael Veitch. 
 

2. Additional Agenda Items 

There were no additional agenda items. 
 

3. Minutes of 10th October 2016 

The minutes of the October meeting were agreed. They were proposed by Graeme 

Parkes and seconded by Lawrence Tierney.   
 

4. Presentation by Mike Falconer, Area Co-ordinator of Scholar 

Mr Falconer introduced Scholar, a virtual learning resource developed by Heriot Watt 

University and the SQA.  It is used by every local authority in Scotland and provides 

trustworthy material for over 30 National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses.  

Scholar is suitable for both revision and catching up, providing tests and assessments 

which enable students to practise skills and techniques.  Live, weekly lectures and ‘Ask 

the Tutor’ sessions are also available.  These are recorded and can be accessed at any 

time.  Study guidebooks are also available from scholar.hw.ac.uk.   
 

An information leaflet for parents and carers can be found at:  Scholar Information 

Leaflet.  Parents and carers can access scholar with  Can we check we are able to put 

this on the website?  Mike Falconer confirmed that he would be attending the S4, S5 

and S6 parent and carer consultation evening.  Dee Davidson and Lawrence Tierney 

thanked Mike Falconer for his informative presentation. 

 

http://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/files/2016/11/Scholar-Leaflet.pdf
http://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/files/2016/11/Scholar-Leaflet.pdf
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5. Student Council Report 

Dee Davison and Lawrence Tierney welcomed Moray Donn and Jess Millar.  Moray Donn 

reported that the Student Council had decided to discontinue the use of Class reps, 

instead making greater use of e-mail links and one to one meetings.  Student Council 

members would also visit year group classes for information sharing.  Jess Millar 

outlined the issues which the Student Council would be focussing on this year: - 
 

-   Mental Health 

The recent Mental Health Week had been very successful, with many students finding it 

helpful. 
  

-   LGBT Community 

The Student Council is aiming to hold a Pride Event this year.  

 

-   Community Links 

Dunbar benefits from a close-knit community.  The Student Council would like to build 

on this and improve links between the school and the community.  It was suggested that 

the Student Council could send representatives to the following community groups: - 

 Dunbar and East Linton Area Partnership.  Mr Raffaelli would give contact 

details. 

 Community and Police Partnership 

 Zero Waste Dunbar.  Julia Dorin would give contact details. 

 Local Community Councils: Dunbar, East Linton and Lammermuir. 

 Action: PR/JD 
 

Lawrence Tierney reported that there had been excellent behaviour from students at 

the recent visit to Lignieres. 
 

6. Head Teacher’s Items 

-   Staffing 

Mr Raffaelli reported that the final phase of the Depute Head Teacher appointment 

would be completed this week.  The full-time vacancy in the English Department would 

be advertised in February/March, in the meantime English specialist teachers would 

continue to cover classes.  A new additional pupil support worker would begin work on 

14th November and a New Apprentice would also be joining the school office for 18 

months.  Leslie Gillies would soon be on medical leave; Iain Robertson would provide 

cover and Claire McDonald would provide guidance cover. 
 

-   School Extension 

Updated plans were being prepared following a meeting with the Design Team and 

Faculty Heads.  These would be finalised at the end of November and would be shown 

to the Group in December.  External building works were due to commence after Easter, 

but there would be no construction noise during the exam period.  Mr Raffaelli also 
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confirmed that the orchard, polytunnel and chickens would be relocated closer to the 

new Home Economics Department. 
 

-   Other Events 

Scottish Opera recently visited the school and worked with primary school pupils as part 

of the transition programme, giving two performances to parents and carers. The two 

schools were also working together on an upcoming Enterprise event. 
 

7. Governance Review/Letter from Iain Gray 

Dee Davison had contacted Fiona Robertson, Head of Education at ELC regarding the 

short deadline for input to the Governance Review.  Fiona Robertson had confirmed 

that a presentation about the review would be organised soon and all Parent Councils 

would be invited.  Dee Davison suggested that the group meet again shortly after this 

presentation to form a response; possibly inviting local councillors. 
 

8. Treasurer’s Report 

This item would be carried over to the next meeting.  The 200 Club draw for November 

would also be carried over. 
 

9. Requests for Funding 

-   Request for Funding: Science 

This request for £300 to attend a course in Safety in Microbiology was met by school 

funds. 

Request Withdrawn 
 

-  Request for Funding: Science 

This request was for up to £1565.55 to replace and improve practical equipment.  

Following discussion, it was agreed to fund the non-core items; heating mantle, mains 

UV lamp, infra-red camera smartphone attachment and universal adaptor 

Funding Agreed: £521.72 
 

- Request for Funding: Art and Design 

This request was for £480 to purchase fashion and textile resources.  The request was 

deferred to enable a revised request to be submitted in December.  

Request Deferred 
 

- Request for Funding: Technologies 

This request was deferred from last month.  Julia Dorin reported that Zero Waste 

Dunbar was considering the purchase of a 3D printer and suggested that the school 

contact them.  Enquiries would also be made at Edinburgh University.  Dee Davison 

would soon be meeting EDF regarding this and would also contact Simon Glover at the 

Zero Waste Shop.  It was requested that the Technologies Department should also make 

enquiries about external funding 

Request Deferred  
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Following discussion regarding funding requests, it was agreed that: - 

-   All funding requests should be seen by Mr Raffaelli to determine whether the request 

is for core or enhanced items before being submitted to DGSC. 

-  The requirement that applications should be submitted no later than two weeks 

before the next DGSC meeting would be strictly enforced.  Applications received after 

the deadline would be held over to the next meeting. 

-  Successful applications for sums greater that £250 would require a report back to 

DGSC about the outcome of the funding. 
 

10. DGSA Report 

The Christmas Bazaar raised £641. Thanks to everyone who helped and came along on 
the night. 
 

11. Teacher’s Report 

This item would be carried over to the next meeting. 
 

12. Dunbar and East Linton Area Partnership 

This item would be carried over to the next meeting. 
 

13. Correspondence Received 

Lawrence Tierney highlighted an e-mail received providing information about the 

Dunbar School of Music.  Dee Davison noted the update on the new Roodlands Hospital 

and Education Scotland’s consultation on Reporting to Parents, deadline for online 

responses 30/11/16. 
 

14. AOCB 

-   Senior Phase Curriculum Review 

Mrs Slowther reported that a review of the senior phase curriculum was currently 

underway.  This review would evaluate the structure of the curriculum and students’ 

performance and would include a quantitive analysis of results and student progress 

and a qualitative evaluation of the views of S4 to S6 students and parents and carers.  

The latter would be carried out in the form of a letter direct to parents and carers and 

focus group sessions.  Mr Offer circulated a draft letter and questionnaire to the group 

for comments to be sent via e-mail.  Mrs Miller would circulate e-mail addresses. 

Action: JM 

-   Provision of Lunches 

Julia Dorin reported that several S1 and S2 students had not got lunches and asked 

whether the kitchen could be open for an additional 10 minutes. Mr Raffaelli explained 

that the Bistro staff are very flexible but acknowledged that S1 students might not 

realise that they can access the Bistro after the shutter has gone down.  Mr Raffaelli 

requested that individual problems be reported to the school.  Mrs Slowther informed 

the group about the ‘grab and go’ service which enables students to pre-order their 
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lunch., It was agreed that this would be advertised at the S1 assembly and on the Friday 

E-mail.  

Action: PR/CS 

 

-   School Transport for East Linton  

It was noted that the Perrymans bus times would be 8 minutes earlier from 12th 

December.  Helen Pickles reported that 10-15 students were still standing on the bus 

and suggested that student groups could be combined differently to provide additional 

capacity.  Mr Raffaelli informed the Group that the Government will be looking at seat 

belt legislation on school buses next year; this would have serious implications on 

capacity. 
 

15. Date of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 20th December, 6.30pm to 7pm, followed by the School Concert. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 9.20pm 

 

JAM 15/11/16 


