
Dunbar Grammar School 

Questions for the Extension Meeting on Wednesday 25 May 2016 

 

 
1.  ETFE roof – maintenance and cleaning.  Easy to clean?  How to maintain? 

 The smoothness and anti-adhesive properties of the ETFE roof means that its surface does not 

attract dirt and self-cleanses when it rains. Even stubborn dirt, such as bird droppings, is 

removed by rain.  

It is advised that maintenance of the roof externally is carried out every six months. This would 

involve a visual check of all components of the ETFE roof, cleaning of the roof if required and 

minor repairs to damaged area. Repair to any small damaged areas can be carried out 

using a specific type of tape which would form a permanent repair. Checking the operation 

of the pumping equipment would also form part of this maintenance and would involve 

cleaning/replacing filters and tuning the system to ensure optimum performance.  

Internally, the ETFE roof would require cleaning on a 3-10 year cycle depending on the level 

of dirt within the internal atmosphere. 

Cleaning & maintenance requirements and manufacturer’s guidelines for good practice 

would be detailed in the O&M manual. The specialist ETFE roofing manufacturer will advise 

further as we progress.      

  

2.  What other than tables and chairs will be in the new social space? 

 The intention is to have a water cooler, pupil lockers and perhaps some form of interim 

catering service (until the new social hub is opened in August 2018). 

  

3.  When will the extension work be done? (summer or school holiday time) 

 The small extension to the Pupil Social Area will be carried out in summer 2016. 

 The major construction work will commence in March 2017 and will be completed by June 

2018 – these are just indicative dates at the minute, the construction programme will be 

finalised shortly. 

4.   

5.  Would there be another lift built in the new extension to save having to walk to the existing 

one? 

 Yes, there will be an additional lift in the new extension. 

  

6.  If the poly tunnel and chickens are where people line up, if there is a fire where do they line 

up? 

 New muster points will be designated shortly before the construction work begins. 

  

7.  Can there be a new balcony for the staff room? 

 Unfortunately the extended staff room will not have a balcony. 

  

8.  Will there be an improvement to the reception area for visitors to sit? 

 A new reception area will be considered as part of the remodelled layout. 

  

9.  Will there be any provision for an S6 common area? 

 There is an area which at present has been named senior study.  Consultation is ongoing. 

  

10.  How will you make sure temperatures and ventilation are controlled effectively?  Will there be 

any measures to improve this in the existing school? 

 Air conditioning has been installed in the new technologies rooms (currently social subjects 

rooms on the 2nd floor)  The re-modelled and new build areas will be re-modelled to calculate 

heating and ventilation requirements. 

  

11.  How noisy will the covering to the social space be when it is raining?  Will the noise disrupt 

exams?  Will the noise affect the use of the library? 

 The ETFE roof consists of a number of inflated membrane pillows. When it rains water droplets 

hit the outer layer of membrane, causing it to vibrate and generate noise. Rain suppression 

 



can be added onto the ETFE pillows but it is generally not found to be an issue in standard 

cladding/roofing applications. It can be retro-fitted, so performance is usually assessed 

without and then remediated if required.  Examinations will currently take place in the current 

areas.  Any disruption or noise will continue to be monitored. 

  

12.  Could changing rooms be separated between juniors and seniors? 

 This will be considered once the new changing rooms are completed in the new build. 

  

13.  Current accommodation in science – 850 pupils 9 labs = 94 pupils/lab. Projected - 1150 pupils 

11 labs = 104 pupils/lab.  With science becoming more popular our science numbers will 

grow.  This is a reduction in provision.  Why not 3 or 4 new labs? 

 Forward projections have been carried out to ascertain the number of labs which will be 

required in the future.  

  

14.  FES experience in similar roles and projects? 

 FES have extensive experience in undertaking new build and refurbishment projects across 

various sectors in the role of Principal Contractor. FES Support Services specialise in designing, 

managing and delivering projects within complex occupied end user environments including 

education and healthcare. We have recently completed projects of this nature at Alpha 

Schools (West Lothian), Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, University of Southampton, Western General 

Hospital Edinburgh and Forth Valley College.  

FES and key members of the design team have also worked together on major new build 

schools projects such as Stirling and Falkirk Schools. 

  

15.  How can you be certain of the projected numbers in light of new developments (across from 

Deer Park) etc? 

 Projected school roll figures are updated on a regular basis and this is taken into consideration 

as part of the ongoing planning process. 

  

16.  Is the all-weather pitch being built at the same time as extension? 

 The all-weather pitch will be completed along with the other aspects of the expansion 

programme.  The schedule of work will be identified shortly. 

  

17.  Entrance to site is where pupils walk past to and from school? 

 There may be a need at some point to close off pupil access from the back of the school – 

school access/egress would be from the front of the school only for a period of time.  

However, once the work is completed access/egress will be from the front/back and side of 

the school. 

  

18.  Extension capacity – is it 1150?  What is this based on?  Includes all new houses? 

 This is based on roll predictions put together by ELC using an existing national formula which 

takes into consideration future building projects and social planning. 

  

19.  Facilities outside for sports when the all-weather pitch is being built? 

 Once we have an idea of the construction programme, there will be consultation with the 

school on what is required to ensure that the widest possibly usage of the pitch can be 

identified. 

  

20.  Pupil social space – option for some segregation!! e.g. senior pupil space 

 We have currently identified the Bistro as a S6 social area.  We are trialling the other areas 

being open to all year groups.  This will be monitored with views been sought through the 

Student Council. 

  

21.  Has the demographic been considered of disabled pupils coming through?  Do plans include 

any modification they may need to avoid costs of adaptations in the future? 

 The Council’s Access officer works closely with the PPP Team to ensure appropriate 

adaptations are in place for individuals’ needs.  The new build area will be fully compliant 

with current building regulations.  



  

22.  Soundproofing between classrooms (existing and new) 

 Acoustics generally have to meet certain Building Standards and legislative requirements for 

school buildings. The design team on the Phase 2 extension shall include the services of an 

acoustic consultant who shall advise on the acoustic performance criteria that each space 

and building element must meet to deliver the Local Authority’s requirements.   

  

23.  Acoustics of the new social hub – any good for music/school concerts? 

 As stated above, acoustics generally have to meet certain Building Standards and legislative 

requirements for school buildings. The design team on the Phase 2 extension shall include the 

services of an acoustic consultant who shall advise on the acoustic performance criteria that 

each space and building element must meet to deliver the Local Authority’s requirements.  

Rain suppression can be added onto the ETFE pillows but it is generally not found to be an 

issue in standard cladding/roofing applications. It can be retro-fitted, so performance is 

usually assessed without and then remediated if required. The specialist ETFE roofing 

manufacturer will advise further as we progress.   

  

24.  Bistro – any increase in capacity?  More capacity for hot meals?  Has this been addressed 

sufficiently? 

 We believe it to be almost impossible to increase the area of the current dining area, hence 

the intention to introduce catering facilities in the new Social Hub.  Consultation is ongoing 

with the Council’s Catering team and some consideration is being given to what catering 

could be introduced to the current Pupil Social Area as an interim measure. 

 


