
Home Learning Resources for the Senior Phase  

 

This is a collation of books and websites which students may find useful when studying in 

the senior phase. 

 

The list is not exhaustive but is designed to give some pointers to potentially useful 

texts/resources. 

 

There is no expectation for students to purchase any specific books and many can be 

borrowed from the school library. 

 

Across Many Subjects - Scholar 

http://scholar.hw.ac.uk 

Scholar is an invaluable resource for students at National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

level in a range of subjects. 

Students have their own unique log in details (obtained from school) which allow them to 

access the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://scholar.hw.ac.uk/


English 

Course related books 

How to pass National 5 English, David Swinney (Hodder and Gibson) 
 
National 5 English Practice Past Papers for SQA Exams, Craig Aitchison (Leckie and Leckie). 
 
National 5 Course Book, Jane Cooper (Hodder Gibson) 
 
CfE Higher Textbook, Jane Cooper (Hodder Gibson) 
 
"Higher English Close Reading", Ann Bridges and Colin Eckford (Hodder Gibson) 

 
Further and Background Reading – For students who wish to complete some additional 
reading and research around their set texts. 
 
New Selected Poems, Carol Ann Duffy (Picador, 2009) 
 
The World’s Wife, Carol Ann Duffy (Picador, 2000) 
 
Carol Ann Duffy (Writers and Their Works), Deryn Rees-Jones (Northcote House Publishers)  
 
The Poetry of Carol Ann Duffy: Choosing Tough Words, Angelica Michells and Antony 
Rowland (Manchester University Press, 2003) 
 
Shakespeare’s Wife, Germaine Greer (Bloomsbury Publishing plc, 2008) 
 
The Deregulated Muse: Essays on Contemporary British and Irish Poetry, Sean O’Brien  
(Bloodaxe Books Ltd, 1997) 
 
BBC Booknotes line-by-line analysis for ‘Assisi’ and ‘Visiting Hour’: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/booknotes/ 

Other than BBC bitesize and the L&T Scot unit, there's not much for "The Slab Boys" but the 
first half of this is very useful:  

http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/ssl?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fssl%2Fvol41%2
Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/booknotes/
http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/ssl?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fssl%2Fvol41%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/ssl?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fssl%2Fvol41%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


A useful resource is the Association for Scottish Literary Studies (ASLS) CD or Cassette No. 9, 
Nineteen Poems of Norman MacCaig, with commentary by Edwin Morgan and readings of 
the poems by Norman MacCaig himself. Four of the poems are discussed. The BBC Bitesize 
website also contains resources and annotated MacCaig poems.  

A helpful critical resource is Roderick Watson’s The Poetry of Norman MacCaig: Scotnotes 
Study Guides, published by the ASLS in 1989. For more information please see the critical 
resources listed in the references and bibliography of this resource. 

 
Useful Websites 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/  Revision Materials 
 
http://scholar.hw.ac.uk  Revision Materials 
 
www.sqa.org.uk/  For Past Papers 
 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/ 
 
https://secure.glowscotland.org.uk/login/login.htm 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/ 
 
http://www.spl.org.uk/ 
 
http://www.sheerpoetry.co.uk/ 
 
http://www.universalPractitioner.org.uk/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
https://mail.elc.school/owa/redir.aspx?C=ykIYs1UE25a2vz-LhVjeqT2Iu77PpGHMMgvrNtVtZz6iY0GMYuvTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fscholar.hw.ac.uk
http://www.sqa.org.uk/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/
https://secure.glowscotland.org.uk/login/login.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/
http://www.spl.org.uk/
http://www.sheerpoetry.co.uk/
http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/


Maths 
 
 

     

   National 4 

Google search for any General level past papers. 

www.mathsrevision.com 

http://www.prestwick.sayr.sch.uk/mathematics.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education 

 

 

 

       

                           National 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leckie and Leckie Practice Papers and Success Guides are very useful as well as these websites: 

www.mathsrevision.com 

http://www.prestwick.sayr.sch.uk/mathematics.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education 

http://www.mathsrevision.com/
http://www.prestwick.sayr.sch.uk/mathematics.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.mathsrevision.com/
http://www.prestwick.sayr.sch.uk/mathematics.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.leckieandleckie.co.uk/product/9780007504718/Practice+Papers+for+SQA+Exams+-+National+5+Mathematics+Practice+Exam+Papers
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-j8fF68bPAhXJRhQKHTBDBqwQjRwIBw&url=http://bilhar71.wix.com/ghs-revision#!national-4-maths-homework/zoom/c22wm/i4lxy&psig=AFQjCNGWqDPu975ojaCCgCAySnABLDX17A&ust=1475865791406010
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.pgsarts.co.uk/national-5.html&bvm=bv.134495766,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGUDpzOWxCUppdACY8WkqFIe4A70Q&ust=1475868579500077


 

 

                           Higher 

The Leckie & Leckie Grade C Booster book is very good for  

students who want some consolidation at Grade C level. 

 

The Revise for Higher Mathematics book is a revision text  

that compliments the main textbook that we use to deliver  

the course.  It contains past paper questions and minimum  

competency practice. 

 

These websites are also useful. 

www.hsn.uk.net 

www.mathsrevision.com 

http://www.prestwick.sayr.sch.uk/mathematics.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education 

Other ways you can help for all levels: 

Go over your child’s notes with them on a regular basis.  Talk to them about what they are 

learning, you don’t have to understand the maths, but allowing them the process of talking 

out loud about what they are learning will consolidate what it is they have learned.   

Encourage your child to attend the after school study classes.  These run most days after 

school at National 5 and Higher. 

Encourage them to complete past paper questions throughout the year and not just in 

preparation for the exam or prelim.  Make sure they use their textbooks at home to finish 

off work rather than just waiting to get the formal homework. 

Regular revision of skills and knowledge will pay real dividends: it is much better to 

continually revise throughout the year, than to attempt to “cram” it all in at the last minute. 

“The best way to eat an elephant is one bite at a time!” 

http://www.hsn.uk.net/
http://www.mathsrevision.com/
http://www.prestwick.sayr.sch.uk/mathematics.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjr6uOwtcbPAhVFVRQKHXBvCCsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/CFE-Higher-Maths-Grade-Booster-Leckie-Leckie-/371495320224&psig=AFQjCNHFC5LzirEKO86VJqfPgSAfA1xVXg&ust=1475851484872561
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjzkd2P78bPAhUHWxQKHUBxAIAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Higher-Maths-Objective-Tests-Questions/dp/0340965185&psig=AFQjCNGRk2Xzy8ivksS2Swm-Yvd--DjNDw&ust=1475866961743052
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjTsZbe9cbPAhWCVBQKHYC2AH4QjRwIBw&url=https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/ColtnessHS-ComputingScience/category/higher/&bvm=bv.134495766,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNENb3xRIrxIvxXsJ7Mre5c0HUGFdQ&ust=1475868760346746


Technologies 

Business Management  

All Levels  

Chartered Institute of Marketing – www.cim.co.uk 

National 5  

Business Management National 5, Peter Hagan (Hodder Gibson) 

National 5 Business Management Course Notes, Lee Coutts (Leckie and Leckie) 

Higher  

Business Management Higher for CfE, Peter Hagan (Hodder Gibson) 

CfE Higher Business Management Course Notes, Lee Coutts (Leckie and Leckie) 

 

CDT 

Design & Manufacture CFE for National 4&5, also Higher. 
  
Graphic Communication CFE for National 4&5, also Higher 
 

Computing Science 

Nat 4-5 Computing Science Revision Website – contains detailed notes for the two 

mandatory units in the Nat4-5 Computing Science course. Shared by Trinity high school with 

the general public.   

http://www.trinity.s-lanark.sch.uk/Computing-Science/NAT%204-5%20Website%20-

%20Vers%206%20-%2027%20Feb%202013/index.html 

A series of webpages provided to the public by Forrester High School.  Contains valuable 

notes and tasks for all levels between National 4 and Advanced Higher. 

 http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/National+4+Computing+Science 

 http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/National+5+Computing+Science 

 http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/Higher+Computing+Science 

 http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/Advanced+Higher+Computing+Science 
 

 
 

http://www.leckieandleckie.co.uk/product/9780007549351/Course+Notes+-+CfE+Higher+Business+Management+Course+Notes
http://www.leckieandleckie.co.uk/product/9780007549351/Course+Notes+-+CfE+Higher+Business+Management+Course+Notes
http://www.trinity.s-lanark.sch.uk/Computing-Science/NAT%204-5%20Website%20-%20Vers%206%20-%2027%20Feb%202013/index.html
http://www.trinity.s-lanark.sch.uk/Computing-Science/NAT%204-5%20Website%20-%20Vers%206%20-%2027%20Feb%202013/index.html
http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/National+4+Computing+Science
http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/National+5+Computing+Science
http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/Higher+Computing+Science
http://forrestercomputing.wikispaces.com/Advanced+Higher+Computing+Science


A very good website which provides notes on key areas of Computing Science. The notes are 
available in the GCSE and A-level sections but are very relevant to the National and Higher 
courses in Scotland. The website also includes an ICT glossary so that pupils can look up key 
ICT words and terms. 
 

 http://www.teach-ict.co.uk/ 
 
 

Revision notes, quizzes and practice questions for all levels between National 4 and Higher. 
Pupils simply have to select the appropriate course name. 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education   (Bitesize). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.teach-ict.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education


Social Subjects 

Geography 

Social Media 

Pupils are being encouraged to follow the Geography department on Twitter - 

@DGSGeography (https://twitter.com/). This is updated regularly with relevant news items 

and articles relating to course content. 

Internet 

We have set up a YouTube channel containing relevant clips and documentaries. For 

example we have clips relating to malaria, AIDS, coasts, urban, population, Sahel and others. 

Link to channel - http://bit.ly/2dm0Q7B 

Pupils should be regularly checking weather sites – eg www.yr.no; 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/; http://www.mwis.org.uk/synoptic-charts  

Revision materials are also available online – for example  

• BBC Bitesize –  

o National - http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znbw2hv  

o Higher- http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zmhs34j  

• Prezi – Mr T Simpson 

o https://prezi.com/user/mrtsimpson/prezis/ 

• Cool Geography 

o http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/ - aimed at GCSE/A-level but there is substantial 

overlap with our topics.  

Digimaps 

Pupils have access to the school’s mapping system – Digimaps 

http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/. This allows pupils to access OS maps for all the UK. 

Very useful for AVUs/assignments/homeworks etc. Also gives access to historical mapping. 

Username – eh421nj; Password - brames71 

  

 

 



TV/Radio Programmes 

Pupils should regularly watch or listen to relevant documentaries via TV/iPlayer/YouTube 

channels. We will post any upcoming suggestions to our twitter account/YouTube channel. 

Books 

Pupils are encouraged to read current geographical publications including National 

Geographic and quality newspapers which often cover topics of interest. 

A current book which may be of interest to pupils is Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall. 

 

Modern Studies  

Social Media 

Pupils are being encouraged to follow the Modern Studies department on Twitter - 

@ModStudsDGS (https://twitter.com/)This is updated daily and will provide students with 

all the most up to date information from media outlets around the world which relate to 

their courses (and more!). 

If they do not have Twitter, pupils should try as much as possible to subscribe to 

newspapers online, ‘like’ newspapers and political figures on Facebook (UK based and 

worldwide) or download apps such as BBC news to get breaking news straight to their 

phone. 

Internet 

Pupils are encouraged to regularly visit websites such as TED Talks 

https://www.ted.com/talks to view or listen to a wide variety of talks given by experts in 

their particular field. There are many which relate to the social, economic and political world 

which should be of interest to Modern Studies pupils. 

There are also a wide variety of podcasts which should widen pupil’s knowledge of the 

world such as Freakonomics http://www.podcastone.com/Freakonomics-Radio and Stuff 

You Should Know http://www.stuffyoushouldknow.com/.  

Pupils can also access information about decision making on the Scottish Parliament 

http://www.parliament.scot/ and UK Parliament websites http://www.parliament.uk/. 

TV/Radio Programmes 

Pupils should regularly watch or listen to a good quality TV or radio news programme. This 

can be anything from Channel 4 news to Al Jazeera TV. It is important Modern Studies pupils 

http://www.parliament.uk/


are aware of as many different viewpoints as possible and watching news from other 

countries is important. 

Pupils should also try to watch political discussion/debates frequently. Generally, Thursday 

night is politics night on the BBC with Question Time being the main focus, but there are 

also programmes such as Newsnight, Panorama, Sunday Politics Scotland and Andrew 

Marr’s show on a Sunday is also good for discussion about the week’s events. 

Books 

Modern Studies pupils should be encouraged to read as much as possible. Some suggestions 

include autobiographies such as Barack Obama’s ‘The Audacity of Hope’, Hillary Clinton’s 

‘Living History’ or  Nelson Mandela’s ‘Long Walk to Freedom’ or more factual books such as 

‘The History of Modern Britain’ by Andrew Marr or ‘The Establishment’ and ‘Chavs: The 

Demonization of the Working Class’ by Owen Jones as well as fiction such as George 

Orwell’s ‘1984’ for example. 

History 

World War One 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01nb93y 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/ 

 

 

Nazi Germany 

http://www.activehistory.co.uk/Miscellaneous/menus/GCSE/Nazi_Germany.htm 

http://www.history.co.uk/study-topics/history-of-ww2/nazi-germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01nb93y
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/
http://www.activehistory.co.uk/Miscellaneous/menus/GCSE/Nazi_Germany.htm
http://www.history.co.uk/study-topics/history-of-ww2/nazi-germany


History Higher 

Scottish Wars of Independence 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/articles/the_wars_of_independence/ 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/higherscottishhistory/warsofindependence/index.as

p 

 

American History 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement 

http://spartacus-educational.com/USAcivilrights.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/articles/the_wars_of_independence/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/higherscottishhistory/warsofindependence/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/higherscottishhistory/warsofindependence/index.asp
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
http://spartacus-educational.com/USAcivilrights.htm


Science 

National 4 

BrightRED study Guide National 4 Biology 

Bright Red Study Guide National 4 Chemistry 

Bright Red Study Guide National 4 Physics 

National 5 

How to Pass National 5 Biology (Hodder Gibson) 

National 5 Biology Success Guide (Leckie and Leckie) 

National 5 Biology Practice Exam Papers (Leckie and Leckie) 

Model Papers with Answers National 5 Biology (Hodder Gibson) 

National 5 Chemisty (Hodder Gibson) 

How to Pass National 5 Chemistry, Barry McBride 

National 5 Physics Student Book (Leckie and Leckie) 

How to Pass National 5 Physics (Hodder Gibson) 

Bright RED Study Guide, Physics 

Higher 

How to Pass CfE Higher Biology (Hodder Gibson) 

Higher Biology Practice Exam Papers (Leckie and Leckie) 

Model Papers with Answers CfE Higher Biology (Hodder Gibson) 

Higher Chemistry for CfE with Answers (Hodder Gibson) 

How to Pass Higher Chemistry for CfE, John Anderson 

Bright RED Study Guide: CfE Higher Physics 

CfE Higher Physics Student Book (Leckie and Leckie) 

How to Pass CfE Higher Physics (Hodder Gibson) 

 

 



Advanced Higher 

Model Papers with Answers Advanced Higher Biology (Hodder Gibson) 

Advanced Higher Chemistry 2016-17 SQA Past Papers with Answers 

Bright RED Study Guide: CfE Advanced Higher Physics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Expressive Arts 

Art 

How to Pass National 5 Art & Design (How to Pass - National 5 Level) 26 Jul 2013, Elaine 

Boylan and Stephanie Lightbown 

 

Music and Drama 

Music and Drama do not have any specific text books to recommend as the Music/plays we 

use differ from year to year.  Aside from the SQA past papers books are always a useful 

resource. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Modern Languages 

Again, there are no recommended key textbooks, instead spending as much time watching 

or listening to the language as possible is a useful strategy.  Any films in the foreign language 

(amazon are good for this - which ones will depend on taste and age!) 

  

Websites/twitter:  

German 

http://www.dw.com/de/deutsch-lernen/nachrichten/s-8030 

http://www.sowieso.de 

https://www.germanpod101.com/ 

@LearnGermann 

@dw_learngerman 

  

French 

http://apprendre.tv5monde.com/ 

                 

All Languages 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education     

 

 

 

 

 



Health and Wellbeing 

PE 

Course Notes - National 4/5 Physical Education Course Notes, Caroline Duncan, Linda 
McLean (Leckie and Leckie) 
Publication Date: 10/02/2014 
ISBN: 9780007504770 
 

Course Notes - CfE Higher Physical Education Course Notes, Linda McLean, Caroline Duncan 

(Leckie and Leckie) 

Publication Date: 07/01/2015 

ISBN: 9780007549313 
  

Success Guide - CfE Higher Physical Education Success Guide, Caroline Duncan, Linda 
McLean (Leckie and Leckie) 
Publication Date: 25/08/2015 
ISBN: 9780007554416 
  

BrightRed Study Guide NATIONAL 5 PHYSICAL EDUCATION, Susan McGrenaghan & Lewis 
Porteous 
ISBN: 978-1-906736-43-9 96pp  
  

BrightRed study Guide  HIGHER PHYSICAL EDUCATION, Jill Anderson & Rachael Ewing-Day 
ISBN: 978-1-906736-76-7 96pp  
 

RMPS  

Grade Booster - CfE Higher Religious, Moral & Philosophical Studies Grade Booster, David 
Jack (Leckie and Leckie) 
Publication Date: 10/06/2015 
ISBN: 9780007590902 
 

Home Economics  
Course Notes - National 4/5 Hospitality Course Notes, Edna Hepburn, Lynn Smith (Leckie and 
Leckie) 
Publication Date: 17/02/2014 
ISBN: 9780007504817 
 

Course Notes - National 4/5 Health and Food Technology Course Notes, Edna Hepburn & 
Lynn Smith (Leckie and Leckie) 
Publication Date: 20/06/2013 



ISBN: 9780007504763 
  

Success Guide - National 5 Health and Food Technology Success Guide, Karen Coull, Gail 
Reid, Kat Cameron and Leckie and Leckie 
Publication Date: 27/08/2013 
ISBN: 9780007504824 


