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Welcome to the October newsletter, our school has been very busy and each year group will be keeping you 
informed of what they are doing and how you can support, with their stage newsletters. I get the pleasure of 
keeping you up to date across the whole school which currently stands at 1149 pupils. 
 
Donations 
We are always delighted and grateful when people from the Dunbar Community decide to donate money to our 
school. A massive cheer went out at a recent assembly when Mr Kevin Phillips, golf professional at Winterfield Golf 
Club presented us with a cheque for £824.60.  This amazing amount was raised at a golf day he held for the school. 
We have used the money to buy more picnic tables for the Primary 3 playground, netbooks for Lochend campus and 
playground equipment for both campuses.  
 
Harvest Festival 
Thank you to all parents and pupils who brought in food donations for Dunbar Food Bank as part of our Harvest 
Festival celebrations at John Muir Campus ,we raised a fantastic  248Kg of food for the local community.   
 
Childhood Cancer and MacMillan Cancer Fundraising Day 
Friday 26 September saw everyone in school dressed in yellow, or pyjamas and onesies and we also thank everyone 
who sent in home baking, to raise money for a charity close to our hearts.  A wonderful amount of £1054.57 was 
raised. The staff also held their annual MacMillan coffee morning at both campus staffrooms and raised 
approximately £224. 
 
Halloween Disco – Thursday 29th October at John Muir Campus 
Reminder that there is a P1 and P2 spooky disco (5.30 to 6.15) and P3 and P4 spooky disco (6.30 to 7.30) please pay 
at the door, cost £1.50. 
 
Primary 7 Camp 
Our annual P7 cluster camp to Dounans, Aberfoyle was once again a very successful week with pupils and staff 
enjoying the unseasonably warm, dry and sunny weather. You can see all the fun they had on the P7 blog our  
website (edubuzz.org.P7learningblog/).   I am delighted to pass on to parents the very positive feedback we got back 
from the Dounans staff and tutors: they were very impressed with our pupils who were polite, motivated and willing 
to challenge themselves. We told the pupils at assembly on their return as we feel it is important that they know 
they have been noticed and that we appreciate their hard work.  It is equally important that the whole school sees 
our P7 pupils being role models and putting our school ethos into action. I would also like to pass on my thanks to 
the teachers, support staff, and our band of volunteers who gave up lots of their time to make this event happen. 
 
Grandparents’ Day 
Over 400 grandparents turned up to our campuses to join their grandchildren in a variety of learning activities, we 
were very impressed with the grandparents who joined P6a in their Cyber Coach session and P7B who took on the 
challenge of Fitness Stations. 
The feedback we received was useful, delightful and included these gems” 

 “Enjoyed my morning in school and feeling fit after some exercise in gym!!  

 “Thoroughly enjoyed my visit, very impressed with the standard of resources, behaviour of the pupils and the 
very good ambience” 

 “What a lovely school , well behaved children and a super lesson on poetry” 

 “I loved the combination of learning through fun things (ie treasure hunt re maths cards etc)” 
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What You Say Counts! 
In your child’s school bag on Friday please look out for a leaflet about talking to your son/daughter about Maths and 
ways in which you can support them at home.  There are also useful links and resources that you may find useful.  
This is an East Lothian council project but it fits in with our own school improvement plan to increase the attainment 
in numeracy. 
 
Poppies 

Poppies will be on sale for pupils to purchase at both campuses from 2 to 6 November (20p minimum donation). 
 
Parents’ Night Pre-School Nursery-P3 - John Muir 9th/10th November     P4-P7 Lochend 11th/12th November  
One of the most important nights at school for your child/children and we are delighted that nearly 90% of our 
parents come along to find out how their son/daughter is progressing and how they can help support at home. We 
would really like to make it 100% so if you haven’t returned your form please contact the school and we will find a 
way to ensure you have an opportunity to talk to your child’s teacher – it really does make a difference to your 
child’s achievement and attainment. 

School calendars will be on sale and the book the pupils have written about John Muir will be available to purchase – 
a bargain at £5 (if this book is purchased through the school all money raised will be banked in the school fund). 

We will also have a display to explain how we are changing the way we are teaching writing – Big Writing is the 
programme that the whole school staff were trained in on the recent in-service day and we are using it now with our 
pupils from Nursery to Primary 7.  Some of our P7 pupils will be on hand to explain it to you on these nights. 

Uniform 
We will be holding our termly uniform check next week. Please can I ask that parents ensure that pupils are wearing 
the correct colours and garments. We have a policy that clearly states no jeans, no shorts (girls) and that our colours 
are grey, black and red.   Please can we ask that pupils come to school with a jacket with a hood or a hat as we are 
keen to ensure pupils can go outside even in light rain and drizzle for their break times. 
 
Adverse Weather 
Luckily the weather has been lovely this term and long may it continue! Please see below the adverse weather policy 
which is especially relevant for our Primary 1 and new pupil parents so that you are aware of what school will do if 
we get snow for instance.  Please can I request that you update the school office if you change your contact number 
– this is the number we use for our Groupcall texts to alert you to what is happening. 
 
If school has to close before the start of the school day the procedure is: 

 A group call message will be sent. 

 Pupils who come to school with a parent/carer without realising it has had to close, can return home. 

 Unaccompanied pupils will be admitted into school and only released after contact has been made with 
parent/carer or emergency contact. 

 It is essential that you ensure the school has up-to-date contact numbers. 
 
If school has to close during the school day the procedure is: 

 A group call message will be sent. 

 Please phone the school to give authorisation for your child, in the case of older children, to walk home 
or to be collected by another parent/carer. 

 If parents/carers are collecting children please go to the school hall to sign out your child. 
 

End of the day Arrangements 
The office staff and class teachers have asked that if possible, you make your arrangements with your son/daughter 
in the morning rather than calling in the afternoon to tell them the arrangements or confirm them.  We do 
appreciate that sometimes things change and emergencies happen and we will always locate the pupil to pass on the 
message, but we have to disturb the teaching going on in the class or spend time locating them when sometimes we 
are just confirming an already agreed arrangement.  I hope you will appreciate that office staff are very busy and just 
one day last week we had to pass on 27 messages.  Many thanks for your support in helping us with this. 
Helen Gillanders 


