
Themed Weeks 

We have again held several themed weeks this year, 
focusing on Friendship, Road Safety, Book Week Scot-
land and Health, when the children experienced a var-
ied timetable of sports including bowls, Zumba, yoga 
and badminton. Young Ambassadors from DGS led an 
activity one afternoon. We also held a World of Work 
Week culminating in a marketplace where our pupils 
had the opportunity to find out about many varied ca-
reers. 

Enterprise Events 

Our school led the local community and businesses in 
raising funds to purchase a defibrillator which was 
placed on the exterior wall of the Outdoor Centre. We 
also raised money for British Heart Foundation 
through a sponsored Dodgeball Tournament. Children in 
Need received donations from our school. 

Visitors 

This year, a German exchange student spent time in 
classes finding out about our education system. Other 
visitors included SSPCA, NSPCC, RSPB, many perform-
ers from Youth Music Initiative and Daniel Allison, a 
storyteller, who shared stories during our Scottish 
theme. We saw 8 chicks hatching in our Living Eggs 
project and homed them with some of our families. 
Many thanks to parents/carers who also shared their 
expertise this session. 

 
Sporting Events 

This session, pupils have taken part in swimming, rugby, 
football, badminton and First Club golf. P5/6/7 com-
pleted the next level in Bikeability training. We per-
formed well in a cross country event and also achieved 
2nd place in athletics at Meadowmill.  We have also 
achieved Bronze Award in Sport Scotland Scheme. 
Older children take part in a Daily Mile and we have 
had Cross Country, Athletics and Football after school 
clubs. 

Visits 

We have been very fortunate to take our learning out-
with our school and visit many places which helped us 
link our topics with real life. P6/7 visited Dunbar Day 
Centre and sang WW2 songs. All classes learned about 
Queensferry Crossing, P1/2/3 visited The Hirsel and 
all pupils have experienced geographical features and 
mapping on their days out with Outdoor Education 
staff and Ranger Service. 
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Events 

We invited parents and members of the community to 
our Open Morning which took on the theme of Come 
and Count. This is now an annual well attended event, 
when guests can join in class activities. 

Services were held at church and all performances of 
our Christmas Show were very well received. 

This year, we again held a ceilidh for senior members 
of our community and parents. Feedback is always very 
complimentary.  

Our Up Helly Aa event was spectacular and was en-
joyed by all. Many are asking to make this an annual 
event pupils, staff, parents and our community. Many 
thanks to all who helped make it such a great success. 

A team from school entered the Little and Large Cook-
ing Competition We also gave a creditable performance 
at the Rotary Club Quiz for cluster schools.  

P7 enjoyed meeting their peers and teachers at Dunbar 
Grammar School as part of their transition programme 
and Nursery pupils have spent time in the playground 
and  their new classroom in preparation for entering P1 
in August. 

 

Eco School / school grounds 

The Eco Group has continued projects to improve our 
outdoor space. Our Playpod is now in use and recycled 
resources are being used to encourage teamwork and 
problem-solving. Our annual Big Spring Clean and tidy 
up was again very successful with treats provided by 
Greggs! 
Our raised beds are stocked with vegetables to be 
used in salads and soups. 
We continued to  worked closely with Zero Waste Dun-
bar to minimise and recycle waste, holding a Toy Swap  
and Waste Audits which informed us that since 2015, 
we have reduced food waste going to landfill by 95%. 
We now have food waste bins in our playground and we 
recycle milk cartons. 
Our Eco Committee has explored various topics includ-
ing 20s Plenty campaign, tamper proof bins for our 
playground and the purchase of a water butt. 

Learners’ Experiences           and Achievements 2016-2017 



How d id  we do?  What did we set out 
to do? 

What do we want 

to do next? 
 To further increase at-

tainment in Numeracy, by 

fully engaging with East 

Lothian Numeracy phases in develop-

ment and identifying support needed 

through collaboration with another 

cluster school. 

 

 Develop Listening and Talk-

ing skills across learning by 

devising a skills progression 

from Nursery—P7. 

 

 In our third year of developing  a whole 

school approach in reflective learning, 

Making Thinking Visible 

routines will be introduced 

and embedded in learning. 

 

 Develop skills for learning, life and 

work in line with Scottish Government 

Developing the Young Work Force 

strategy. Skills will be linked to Health 

and Wellbeing outcomes. 

 

 We collaborated with West Barns PS in a 

project called Maths Matters where staff 

from both schools engaged in a programme of 

training and practice involving individual, 

group and whole class strategies.  Planners 

were devised and methods are now used daily 

in class. 

 

 We now have a clear pathway for progression 

ensuring greater understanding of skills and 

confidence in teaching. Pupils now use ‘I can’ 

statements in Learning Journey folders to 

inform them of progression and next steps. 

 

 Making Thinking Visible routines have been 

introduced in all classes. Learners are becom-

ing more confident in discussing and taking 

ownership of their learning. These routines 

will continue to be embedded next session. 

 

 Skills are linked to Health and Wellbeing ex-

periences, through discussion in class and 

whole school assemblies. ‘I can’ statements in 

Learning Journeys are used to inform learn-

ers of skills and as a basis for reflective dia-

logue. 

 

 Continue to raise attainment in Numera-

cy by embedding arithmetical phases 

and increasing support through Pupil 

Equity Funding. 

 

 Become familiar with National Stand-

ardised Assessments, continue modera-

tion of levels in school and across clus-

ter schools, use  Curriculum for Excel-

lence Benchmarks and ELC Curriculum 

Frameworks to develop holistic assess-

ments to demonstrate breadth and chal-

lenge across levels. 

 

 Embed French from P1-5 through daily 

classroom routines and experiences in-

cluding active learning with play, songs, 

stories etc. and to devise pupil friendly 

statements to include in Learning Jour-

neys to inform learners of progression 

and next steps. 

 





 

 

 

 

 


