
  

#LoveLearning2015 Workshops 

Workshop 
Number 

Presenter(s) Title Description 

1 Damian Hayes Can you eat my Hattie? Visible learning is the vibe; John Hattie is the guru. But can it be done in a classroom? In 
particular is it possible, or desirable, to closely analyse students progress and does it help to 
motivate and direct students to improve? We've been trying it out... with the help of lots of 
colleagues and we'd like to steal your ideas too. 

2 Katie Walling How can we develop 
independent learners? 

At all stages, teachers need to provide learners with appropriate challenge, pace and support. 
However, developing independent and resilient learners means giving pupils ownership of 
their learning pathways. I have been using SOLO taxonomy stations and ‘takeaway menu’ 
lessons to try and achieve this across secondary stages. I'd like to share these ideas, and hear 
what others are doing in this area, focusing on these key questions: How can we ensure pupils 
challenge themselves, but have the chance to succeed? And how can we help pupils identify 
the progress they have made, and how they got there? 

3 Andrew Hay OneNote, digital workbooks. Imagine a classroom where the pupils can access their work anywhere at anytime. Imagine 
being able to access and search pupils workbooks whenever you want to. Imagine having 
everything in one place. I have been using OneNote class notebooks since January. I think it's 
the next big thing and want to share my experiences good and bad to show how you can use 
this tool for yourself, with other teachers or with pupils to not only make your life easier but 
also try and remove some of the small barriers to learning that we tend to ignore. 

4 Kenny Pieper Roy of the Rovers as Superhero. I will present some thoughts on how we can develop Reading for Pleasure in our students. And 
talk about my hero, Roy Race, and why he played a huge role in turning me into a reader. 

5 Emma Liddle Beyond the school trip: trying 
out outdoor learning in history 

An opportunity to reflect on my attempts at outdoor learning with two certificated history 
classes. Thinking about why it’s worth trying and whether it worked. Opportunity to then 
discuss outdoor learning in subjects which can traditionally be more classroom based.  



6 Jacqueline Swan Language Learning in Primary 
Schools: A 1+2 Approach 

Discussion around primary language learning led by East Lothian Council’s 1 + 2 Development 
Officers. We’ll demonstrate some of the activities and resources we are using with our P1 
pupils and it will be a hands on opportunity to try out a range of resources used in PLL. 

7 Robert Jones How do we measure impact? In our current model of professional learning we are all expected to evaluate the impact of our 
learning (and consequent changes in practice) on the learning of our students. I am interested 
in exploring how we might do this in ways which are valuable and manageable. I have some 
suggestions, and hope to learn from the discussion with colleagues. 

8 Jane Bonnar Creating a School Magazine to 
build skills in literacy. 

We Are Learning To … 
*Begin to understand what Literacy means to youngsters in the 21st Century, 
*Appreciate how creating a School Magazine builds skills, in literacy,  
*Identify resources which engage students in literacy across age groups, and 
*Explore how creating a School Magazine can aide transition. 
 
In response to the reflective question How do I currently develop literacy skills in my 
classroom? I considered which new opportunities I might provide in Social Subjects based on 
the CfE Literacy across Learning Principles: “... the set of skills which allow … [full 
engagement] in society and in learning …”, to develop skills required for the CfE N/5 AVUs 
and assessments but also to increase competence in listening, talking, reading, writing and the 
personal, interpersonal and team-working skills so important in life and work. The MAG 
Group was created then; a School Magazine project to encourage young people to read about 
controversial issues, explain their thoughts and debate their ideas. Students create and 
facilitate their own alternative learning experiences as school community projects and 
enterprising opportunities, all relevant, challenging and enjoyable which develop literacy 
skills. The students and I will present examples and practical advice regarding ideas, planning 
and how to encourage and support the development of literacy through producing a school 
magazine.  

9 Gemma Hall Meaningful Feedback How to give useful and effective feedback to pupils and how they have responded to each 
methodology 

10 Susan Southern The Personal Development 
Course in Senior Phase 

For the past four years I have lead and managed the Personal Development course in Senior 
Phase. It now contains three awards. I would like the opportunity to share my findings with 
people and lead a genuine discussion about this course and ways that we can offer more 
flexible and wider pathways in Senior Phase so as to cater for all learners. 

11 Martyn Pegg Better out than in? In what ways can we embed outdoor learning as an approach in our teaching? Sharing ideas 
and practices from across East Lothian and beyond. 

12 Aileen Kelly  Practitioner Enquiry: what's it 
all about? 

The new Standard for Full Registration says that “Registered Teachers know how to engage 
critically in enquiry, research and evaluation". But what is enquiry and how can we do it well? 
In this Learning Conversation I will share my experience of practitioner enquiry from my MEd 



and also talk about how I am now trying to encourage and support more teachers to use the 
enquiry method to improve teaching and learning across my school. 

13 Lesley Neill  IMYC - Interdisciplinary 
Learning 

We are piloting a new theme based approach to interdisciplinary learning in the BGE with our 
new first year based a programme called the International Middle Years Curriculum. There are 
four themes and four big ideas (Collaboration, Creativity, Adaptability and Discovery). Each 
theme lasts approximately one term with celebrated Entry Points and Exit Points. The themes 
help to join up learning for the pupils and we have adapted our Skills for Life, Learning and 
Work class curriculum to help reinforce the themes.  

14 Jeni Allan Planning our Learning - A guide 
to including us 

Last session, one of our science classes was involved in a project called Leaders of Learning 
run by Children in Scotland, in which they came up with a model for involving students in 
planning their own learning. They presented their recommendations at the Leaders of 
Learning Summit in Glasgow in March and have made a film that will be used in the second 
phase of the project which hopes to share their model with teachers across Scotland. In this 
session, five of the students will show you their film and then discuss how you could try out 
some of their ideas in your own classroom. 

15 Gavin Clark A Charitable Trust to support 
Learning 

At Preston Lodge High School we have set up a charitable trust to source public and private 
money to support the development of staff and student learning. This session will consider the 
practicalities of establishing a charitable trust, and how it can operate to support meaningful 
development of classroom practice. 

16 Kate King Library -what's in it for you? Libraries are changing and becoming much more innovative in their delivery of service. 
Join the conversation to discover what the Library in Preston Lodge High School has to offer, 
our pupils. 

17 Jenni Ewan Our experience of Collaborative 
Professional Enquiry 

Jenni and Lyndsay will talk about their experience of being involved in a collaborative 
professional enquiry which included staff from both primary and secondary schools and 
involved mindsets and the use of praise. 

18 Jean Knox Improving the literacy of 
dyslexic and EAL pupils 

After a brief introduction we will have an open discussion about the following technologies 
and strategies and whether or not they might be useful in your particular subject area. Using 
technology already available: Ivona mini reader, Word talk, Penfriend. Using strategies: Key 
words, Quick and easy differentiation,Helping pupils to be organised,Finding resources. 

19 Yvonne Binks The Pros and Cons of 
Restorative Practices 

As a Depute Head responsible for pupil support, restorative practices are a core set of skills 
and approaches that I use every day and are integral in building and sustaining relationships 
across the school. In this session we’ll explore different models of implementation and the 
challenges and opportunities that each one brings. 

20 Yvonne Binks A bit of TLC I’ll share our experience of using Teacher Learning Communities to support the professional 
development of staff around engaging children in the learning process. We focussed on how to 
engage students in the Sharing New Information stage of our Accelerated Learning Cycle and 



what student engagement actually means. Is it about having fun, is it about busy work or is it 
about giving meaningful opportunity for students to process their learning and form firm 
constructs in their own mind using the information shared? How do we know which is which? 
I’ll share the process we went through, the strategies used by staff and the impact it had on 
student learning and teacher development. 

21 Jade Woodhead Life in the Flipped Classroom Have you tried Flipped lessons? If so, come along and discuss the pros and cons of 
implementing flipped lessons into your class. 

22 Julia Harrison Literacy and Critical Literacy  A discussion on the ways in which literacy and critical literacy are being encouraged in the 
classroom, with a view to discussing how this can be achieved across the curriculum; and of 
the merits of equipping pupils with not merely an assenting, but a dissenting voice. 

23 Ciara Gibson Creative Learning Process: 
Opportunity to look at & discuss 
some creative learning 
experiences 

This conversation will consider the importance of co-creating learning with the pupils, the 
experiences I have had with this process and the impact on both learning and teaching. 

 


