
 

 

Freedom of Media 

  

Hi there, my name is Guy Roper and I will be your Chair along with Adam 

Whiteside for the first North Berwick High School MUN conference. We are looking 

forward to getting some good debate going with some creative and interesting 

resolutions being brought to the table. No matter if it’s your first conference or your 

twentieth, we are willing to hear the points of all in our committee. Even though it is 

acceptable to stay quiet, I urge you to put forward your ideas and interact with the 

debate as much as possible and I assure you it will be far more enjoyable.  

This topic for debate is a mix of many problems that lead to the same issue. The 

media freedom we enjoy allows insight not just into the predicament of our country 

but into the issues of other cultures too. This is a great way of learning about other 

countries. However, many regimes see media as threatening to them and 17 

governments have blocked social media sites and news outlets. This is used to 

stop news of inequalities getting spread and are blocked to stop social media sites 

being used to organize political opposition to tyrannical governments. 

 

Freedom of expression 

Contrary to popular belief, the right to freedom of expression doesn’t allow a person 

to say whatever they want. Governments are obligated to suppress speech if it 

impinges on others, incites crimes or in order to protect the public interest. There 

are specific governments that have gone past protecting public interest and have 

stopped their whole population from having the right to freedom of expression on 

media platforms. The governments of many countries protect their citizens’ freedom 

of expression. However in other countries the government not only prohibits 

freedom of expression but blocks news sources and social media sites. This allows 

governments to feed their citizens propaganda and, as they can gain very little 

contradictory information, the propaganda is taken as truth. The effects of this can 

be seen in the DPR Korea as citizens were told that they won the world cup in 2014 

and won the most medals in the 2012 Olympics. This is an exploitation of media 



 

 

which is allowing governments to shape the ideas of their citizens. We can also 

observe similar behaviour in China where any media content that opposes the 

government is taken down and the creator arrested. When governments regulate 

the media - what the public gets to see and what they don’t - it forms the opinions of 

their citizens. Control of social media also stops citizens communicating with those 

inside and outside their country. This can stop people reporting on government 

repression or weakness in specific regimes. 

 

Repressed and without a voice 

It is often alleged that the countries with the highest levels of censorship are those 

that are known for their harsh treatment of their citizens. Taking away a citizen’s 

voice helps a government keep their actions secret. For example, during the coup 

that took place recently in Turkey, their government was observed to block the 

major social media sites and therefore block news of the goings on spreading. Deji 

Olukotun, a member of the digital rights advocacy group ‘Access Now’ has claimed 

that many social media sites have been taken down briefly in certain countries 

surrounding times of political turmoil. Media sites may see “international 

disturbances”, or disruption to their output, in a bid to hide repression.  

 

International News 

The news is controlled by either government or commercially run companies and 

they try to focus on their own countries. This means that, although it is more 

relevant, people only hear about those issues around them and won’t go out of their 

way to find news about other nations. This can lead to under-representation and 

allow countries to repress their citizens more due to lack of understanding from 

other countries’ citizens.  

 

 



 

 

 

Next step 

Now it’s up to you to look at this issue and to go and do some research: find out 
about your country and the government’s position on freedom of media. 
 
Points to consider: 
 

 What does your country believe about the freedom of expression on the 
internet and what does it allow? 

 

 Should there be an effort to give those in repressed countries a voice? 
 

 Should the UN create a body to monitor media disturbances, and if so what 
should be done about them? 

 

 Should there be a body that fairly represents each country in international 
news? 

 
These are just examples of things to consider and you may want to tackle the 
issues in from completely different angles. 
 
You will be asked to submit a country position paper to me. Position papers are a 
50 word account of your country’s position on each of the topics up for debate. You 
can send it to me at: nbgrope11@edubuzz.org  
You can also write a resolution which you can bring on a pen drive so that we can 
download it and bring a number of hard copies for people to read (we suggest five 
or six).  
 
Find out more about this issue: 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/datablog/2012/apr/16/internet-censorship-
country-list 
http://mashable.com/2014/12/17/internet-freedom-countries/#N0bexoUCFaqH 
https://www.eff.org/pages/say-no-to-online-censorship 
https://www.accessnow.org/ 
https://onlinecensorship.org/news-and-analysis 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/02/05/top-ten-internet-

censors/5222385/ 

Learn more about your country: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 
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