
Uniting Nations: Does the UN Have a Role in 
the Modern World? 

Hello Delegates, my name is Matthew Fox and, along with my co-Chair Basia Grodynska, I will 
be chairing the Political Committee at the 2016 NBHS MUN. As this is the first NBHS MUN we 
are both first time Chairs (so first time Delegates, don't worry!), however we are both 
experienced delegates. 

Position papers - approximately 50 words describing your county's position on the topics in 
question - should be submitted to me at nbmafox12@edubuzz.org We will post a deadline for 
this to happen on our webpage so keep checking!  Please bring both physical and digital copies 
of your resolutions on the day. I look forward to meeting you all and seeing a lively, informed and 
interesting debate. 

Now, on to the briefing! 

The United Nations was founded 71 years ago, as the world lay under the shadow of two world 
wars and facing more than 40 further years of ideological strife and division during the cold war. 
How much impact has it had in this time? And has that all been positive? 

States and the UN 

While all universally recognised sovereign States are now members of the UN, some areas such 
as the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Taiwan, Province of China and Kosovo do not have full 
member status. Does this mean the UN is just reinforcing the status quo, and to what extent 
does it simply carry out the intentions of the larger, more powerful States - particularly the 
Security Council Permanent Members (the P5)?  

For example, does the ability of the P5 to veto resolutions lead to a lack of accountability - a sort 
of two tier membership? When Russia and China vetoed investigation into war crimes in Syria, 
did they do this only to further their own interests? 

Equally many would argue that the UN is a strong tool to allow smaller nations to gain a platform 
and that without its support they would lose out badly in international diplomacy. 

Sovereignty 

For many countries the idea of sovereignty is key to their existence in the modern world. This is 
the self-determining ability of a State to dictate its own direction of progress. 

The United Nations states in its founding charter that it is founded on the 

"principle of the sovereign equality of all its Members." 

Does the UN achieve this principle? Or do the actions of the UN interfere too deeply in the affairs 
of States around the world? When, for example as in Kosovo following Security Council 
Resolution 1244 an armed force was sent in to enforce the decisions of the Security Council on 
an area not even represented in that group, has the organisation gone too far? 

Alternatively, does the UN have a role to play in protecting the sovereignty of smaller nations 
from infringements by more powerful States? Without the intervention of the UN, would events 
such as Russia's action in Crimea in 2014 become more common? 
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The role of the United Nations in the modern world is complex and often it seems ineffectual, but 
would we be better off without it? 

 

Points to consider 

 To what extent does the UN impose on sovereignty? 

 Is there a need to reform the UN and its role in world affairs? 

 Is the UN essential to ensure smaller states are protected and given a ‘fair hearing’? 

 Is the existence of the Security Council perpetuating a ‘two-tier’ or hierarchical structure 
between the permanent members of the council and the other countries? 

 

Useful Sites for Research 

 CIA World Factbook: this has a lot of useful background about your States. 

 BBC country profiles: another source of information about States. 

 The UN website: the official site of the United Nations. 

 The Charter of the United Nations: The passage quoted above is in Chapter I. This lays out the 
principles of the UN as a body. 

 The Security Council discuss the balance between sovereignty and the UN: this is quite long, but 
contains some info on a lot of States positions on the issues. 

 Amnesty International: a good source for independent information on current affairs. 
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