
Democracy – the worst form of government? 

 

Greetings! My name is Basia ‘Kat’ Grodynska and I will be chairing the Political Committee 

alongside my co-chair, Matthew Fox at the first ever NB MUN of 2016. I myself am 

reasonably inexperienced in chairing in MUN but I am sure that alongside Matthew Fox, 

we’ll all manage to keep a lively and interesting debate going! 

Democracy being ‘the worst form of government’ will be one of the two topics debated 

within the political committee. Position papers should be submitted to my email: 

nbbgrod11@edubuzz.org and shouldn’t be more than a paragraph of approximately 50 

words informing me of your country’s position on the topic. I recommend that delegates 

bringing a resolution to the topic above, bring both multiple physical copies and a digital 

copy (RFT form would be preferable) on the day. 

I am excited to be meeting each and every one of you and hope that you (especially any 

new-comers – don’t worry about any nerves, it’s completely normal and I’m sure you’ll 

have some fantastic arguments in the bag) enjoy the debates to come. 

  

Points to consider: 
·    Are the democratic systems used to allow the public to vote actually fair? 
·    Is it right that if voters are unhappy with their elected leaders they should have to 

wait for years to elect other leaders? 
·    Are totalitarian or socialist states more beneficial to a country compared to a 

democratic government and do democratic governments have enough power to 
control state affairs in national emergencies? 

 

So here’s the briefing... 

Democracy is one of the most prevalent forms of government in the modern world, but is 

it actually the best one? It can be said that there are around over 150 countries in the 

world that have a democratic system but it’s difficult to identify each political system a 

country claims to have and some of them are divided into the two types of democracy - 

direct or representative. The UN cites democracy as one of ‘its core values and principles’ 

and a ‘universally recognised ideal’. It even went so far as to emphasise this in the UDHR 

(Universal Declaration of Human Rights). 

The quote ‘democracy is the worst form of Government except all those other forms that 

have been tried from time to time’ originates from a speech made in the Westminster 

Parliament by the former Prime Minister, Winston Churchill. It must be considered 

however that this was during a time in which the world was in conflict - in the midst of 

WW2.  

In 1990, dictators still ruled most of Africa, Eastern Europe and Asia and by 2005, 

democracies had emerged across these continents, some becoming powerful nations and 
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solid democracies. By 2005, more than half of the world’s population lived under 

democratic systems.  However, these were short lived as many powerful people within 

governments slowly began unravelling the systems making the country democratic. An 

unfortunate historical example of this is Hitler’s rise to power through the Weimar 

Republic. 

Even with democracy a prevalent form of government, how reliable is it? Many people in 

some of the most developed democracies question the fairness and representativeness of 

their systems, so can we expect young, emerging democracies to do better? Countries such 

as South Africa have democratic systems, but questionable representation: the ANC have 

held a near unshakeable grip on power for the last 30 years. 

In a similar vein, if a leader has only a handful of years to acquaint themselves with the 

mechanics of running a nation, will they be as skillful and effective as one who spends a 

lifetime honing the arts of statecraft? Does democracy promote weak leadership, or does 

this keep the system open and fluid? 

 

I look forwards to hearing your thoughts on the day.  In the meantime, here are some 

research links relating to the topic to get you started. 

 

Useful websites for research 

http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/democracy/ 
 
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
 
http://debatewise.org/debates/2154-democracy-is-the-best-form-of-government/ 
 
http://www.debate.org/opinions/is-democracy-the-best-form-of-government/ 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy_Index/ 
 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/ 
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