
 
 

MUN Briefing Paper  
Rogue State: The International Response to North Korea  
 
Hello, I am Finn Lindo-Dunn and I will be the political chair with my colleague 

Archie Fergusson. Previously, I have been a delegate on behalf of North Berwick High School and 
this is the first time I will be chairing. I speak on behalf of both the chairs when I say that we are 
excited for this year’s MUN and are anticipating some interesting and stimulating debate within 
committees. It is recommended that you write a short position paper, in around 50-75 words, that 
summarises your nation’s  position on the chosen issue. Such a paper would allow you to have a 
greater understanding of the context and nature of the particular issue. It is also an essential 
requirement if you would like to be considered for an award at the conference. This paper should be 
emailed to either nb13lindf@edubuzz.org or to nb14ferga@edubuzz.org. Additionally, it is also vital 
to a fluid debate that you write a resolution paper regarding the issue. This will allow you to develop 
knowledge and understanding around topic areas. A printed and electronic (USB copy) of your 
resolution paper must be brought to the debate.  
 
The North Korean question is a difficult one. With rising tensions in the East and the emergence of 
what some pundits are calling “a second cold war” the answer to such a question becomes more and 
more urgent. But as a war of words take place on the international stage, what is the solution to the 
Korean problem? 
 
Military Action 
 
The state of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea has always  been a thorn in the West's side, as 
the sole surviving ‘communist’ nation in the modern world. Such an ideology clash has threatened the 
stability of the East for nearly six decades. The Korean War (1950-1953) demonstrated that the US 
and UN forces held power in the region and have done ever since. The North Koreans, however, wish 
to challenge such presence or “imperialism” in the East. With 28,500 US soldiers in South Korea 
alone and further forces in Guam and Hawaii, it is easy to see why the North feel threatened. This has 
been the mindset of such isolationists ever since the partition of Korea in 1953. Threats such as a 
strike against the USA and some pacific nations such as Japan have only stoked the fire in the 
cauldron of strife that is the Far East. There are multiple factors that must be considered when 
reaching for military action in such a situation: 
 

● Your country's stance on conflict in Korea. 
● The nuclear threat and it's outcome and it's effect  
● The political effect of a conflict on the region 
● “Winning the peace” and the occupation of North Korea following such a conflict 
● The cost of a war on both sides. 
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The Diplomatic Route 
 
Multiple sanctions have been imposed on the DPRK since 1990; for example the American 
government imposed a sanction in February 2016 which penalised all entities involved in North 
Korean mineral and metal trade. Such sanctions have become so frequent that they have more or less 
lost their diplomatic punch and are largely ignored by, or have little effect on, the DPRK itself. A 
diplomatic solution would be hard to reach and would take a considerable amount of negotiating. 
Some points to consider: 
 

● Your country’s stance on the diplomacy- is it effective?  
● What impact a diplomatic solution would have on your nation and the world.  
● The cost of an agreement compared- what would the economic benefits and limitations be? 

 
Some useful websites: 
 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/north-korea/ 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-40896236 
 
http://time.com/north-korea-opinion/ 
 
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/09/21/politics/donald-trump-north-korea-sanctions/index.html 
 
https://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2017-08-15/north-koreas-nuclear-ambition-can-be-stopped-
with-diplomacy  
 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/north-korea-latest-news-trump-war-ki
mg-jong-un-military-action-option-pyongyang-a7968811.html  
 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/29/how-can-world-respond-north-korea-military-action  
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