
                                                                                                                                                      
 

 

Controlling our land use-Degrading our land 

Hello everyone, my name is Grace Holling and I will be chairing the Environment 

Committee alongside Nina Grant at NBHSMUN17. I am delighted to say this is our 

schools second conference after a successful one last year and I am very grateful 

to have the chance to chair both the Environment Committee and the General 

Assembly/Emergency Debate. We welcome delegates, new and old, to grasp world 

issues and take part in debating. I appreciate it can be daunting if this is your first 

conference however MUN is a great thing to be a part of and I am more than happy 

to answer any queries you may have. You can email me on nbgholl12@edubuzz.org.  

All delegates are required to produce a position paper. A position paper is a 50 

word summary of your country’s stance on an issue, in this case it is on land use. 

You are not obliged to write a resolution paper, however we emphasise our 

recommendation is to write one as it will only enhance and strengthen your overall 

MUN experience. I look forward to meeting you on the 10th of November and 

remember I am only too happy to answer any questions you many have.  

My topic for debate is: “How can we manage land use ensuring minimum impact 

on the environment.” It is certain with our rapid population growth the way we 

use our land is changing. There are 200,000 more mouths to feed every day and 

with this growth we see ever growing pressure on our land resources. But how can 

we preserve and control our land for future generations? Rural land degradation is 

an intensifying issue which could continue to worsen if appropriate action is not 

taken. Controlling our use of land across the globe is essential in maintaining 

valuable resources such as reliable food sources, clean water sources and eco 

systems.  

There is a view that the world is already overpopulated but if the entire 

population stood shoulder to shoulder collectively we could fit in a city the size of 

Las Vegas. However this is not how we are distributed, instead we are sprawled 

across the earth. Thus, surely if we can manage our population we can manage the 

way we use our land without ruining our environment.  

As we grow we are extending into vulnerable areas of land which are essential to 

our global survival. 95% of scientists say climate change is real and it is happening 

and it is not just the poles who are feeling it. The desert regions have been 

expanding at a rapid rate. Currently an area the size of China is at risk of 

desertification. Once this happens the land will become infertile and this means 

valuable farm land will be lost. Land degradation occurs when soils are so affected 

by physical and human factors that they cannot support either their natural 

vegetation or the farming of crops and animals. If erosion happens faster than soil 

formation then the soil begins to degrade. In semi-arid areas of savannah, 

grassland and bush, where degradation has been particularly severe, desert like 

conditions have spread.  
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Alongside population growth is the ongoing drift from rural areas to cities and the 

expansion of cities themselves. These are the twin challenges that we must 

address. For the first time in human history the majority of people now live in 

urban areas (54% in 2016). In the UK the figure is even higher, 70% live in cities and 

this is expected to rise to 90% by 2050. Houses are rapidly being built across our 

globe and the vast majority are built on green land, not brown land. (Green land is 

land that has never been used for building and brown land is land that has had 

building on it before.) Given the competing pressures of a growing population and 

the need for that population to be fed, how can we ensure that we can feed all 

these extra mouths and do so in a way that preserves our precious natural 

resources for future generations?  

Points to consider 

 Does your country have a more urban or rural environment and has this 

changed in recent years? 

 

 How dense is the population in your country? 

 

 

 Does your country have any megacities and has this changed in recent 

decades? Has this growth effected the land? 

 

 Do your cities have greenbelts to control growth of cities? 

 

 Is there set to be an issue of food shortage in your country in the upcoming 

years and how might this be tackled? 

 

 Is agriculture a big part of your economy and if so how is it controlled? 

 

 Has there been an issue of over cultivation in your country in the past? 

 

 

Some useful websites about land use: 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/land 

https://globallandusechange.org/en/ 

http://www.wwf-

congobasin.org/where_we_work/gabon/land_use_planning_programme/ 

http://theplanningacademy.com.au/why-land-use-controls-are-necessary 
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http://www.areadevelopment.com/AssetManagement/apr07/landUseChallenges.s

html 

http://whatisagenda21.net/landuse.htm  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF00156220 
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