
                                                                                               MUN Briefing Paper 
 
 

The question of over housing 
 
How should the UN resolve the issues surrounding over housing?  
Hi, I am Nina Grant and at the NBHS MUN 17 I will be chairing the Environment 
committee along with Grace Holling. MUN is a great organisation which provides 
young people with the experience of a UN debate. We would encourage everyone 
to participate and prepare for the debate; it makes it all the more enjoyable. 
Whether this conference is you’re first or you have participated in many before, 
you are warmly invited to NBHS 2ND Model United Nation Conference. 
For those who are questioning what to do, we welcome a position paper on your 
country’s view on the topic (over housing) and a resolution of what your country 
plans to do about it. If there is any confusion about the topic or any questions 
please email us (nbngran12@edubuzz.org or nbgholl12@edubuzz.org). 
 
As previously mentioned my topic for debate is “The question of over housing and 
how to control it” 
 
Assumptions about household numbers and the amount of living space have 
implications for heating and cooling, space, water heating and the number, size 
and usage of appliances, which may raise important policy concerns. With as many 
as 1.6 billion people lacking adequate housing, then without addressing the above 
raised concerns then this number may get worse. The population since last year 
has already increased by 60,912,390, therefore surely the need for more housing is 
rising just as fast. 
Due to the rapid sprawl of settlement expansion many settlements have combined. 
There has been a recent growth in megacities (cities with over 10 million 
inhabitants.) As these cities have expanded they have swallowed up settlements.  
 
In addition, there has been an increase in individuals living alone and many more 

trends in housing have been visible due to changes in culture due to the change in 

times.  Individuals are also living longer and therefore they stay in their homes for 

larger periods of time. Globally, the number of one person households has risen by 

30 percent over the last 10 years, as according to a 2012 report from Euro monitor 

International. 

Some questions to consider for your topic are: 

• Is over housing a growing issue in your country?  

• What will be the consequences of over housing e.g. land shortages?  

• How will your country deal with the issue of over housing? 

• How will this be funded? 

Here are some useful links ! 

http://www.abacus.com.sg/PDF/Brett%27s%20Indo%20Research/Rise%20in%20Single-Person%20Households%20Globally%20Impacts%20Consumer%20Spending%20Patterns.pdf
http://www.abacus.com.sg/PDF/Brett%27s%20Indo%20Research/Rise%20in%20Single-Person%20Households%20Globally%20Impacts%20Consumer%20Spending%20Patterns.pdf
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https://www.theguardian.com/housing-network/2017/feb/28/un-report-lays-

bare-the-waste-of-treating-homes-as-commodities  

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/publication/seriesm/seriesm_67rev2e.pdf 

https://unhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2005/11/GRHS05F2.pdf 

Good luck ! 
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