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Introduction 
This is the assessment task for the National 5 Modern Languages performance: 
talking. 
 
This performance is worth 30 marks. The marks contribute 30% of the overall 
marks for the Course assessment. The Course will be graded A–D. 
 
Marks for all Course Components are added up to give a total Course 
assessment mark which is then used as the basis for grading decisions.  
 
This is one of three Components of Course assessment.  
 
The other Components are a reading and writing question paper and a listening 
question paper. 
  
This performance has two Sections.  
 
Section 1, titled ‘Presentation’, will have 10 marks. 
 
Section 2, titled ‘Conversation’, will have 20 marks. 
 
This document gives marking instructions for assessors for the performance 
Component of this Course and instructions for candidates. 
 
It must be read in conjunction with the general assessment information for this 
Component of Course assessment. 
 
The assessment instructions for candidates are provided in Appendix 1 and must 
be detached and given to the candidate. 
 

Equality and inclusion 
This Course assessment has been designed to ensure that there are no 
unnecessary barriers to assessment. Assessments have been designed to 
promote equal opportunities while maintaining the integrity of the 
qualification. 
 
For guidance on assessment arrangements for disabled candidates and/or those 
with additional support needs, please follow the link to the Assessment 
Arrangements web page: www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/14977.html 
 
Guidance on inclusive approaches to delivery and assessment in this Course is 
provided in the Course Support Notes. 
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Marking Instructions 
 

 Specific commentary Pegged marks 
Categories Presentation  

Very good  Speaks fluently and without undue hesitation, and/or recovers well when there is some hesitation. 
 A wide range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to National 5. 
 Handles most aspects of grammar accurately, although there may be some minor errors. 
 Pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be readily understood by a sympathetic speaker of the 

language. 

10 

Good  May speak with some degree of hesitation, but generally recovers well. 
 An appropriate range of vocabulary and structures for National 5. 
 Pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be generally understood by a sympathetic speaker of the 

language. 

8 

Satisfactory  Handles language appropriate to National 5 with a degree of grammatical accuracy sufficient to ensure 
that communication is achieved. 

 May speak with a considerable degree of hesitation, but makes some attempt to recover. 
 Pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be understood by a sympathetic speaker of the language. 

6 

Unsatisfactory   Difficulty in achieving communication because of limited range of vocabulary and structures and/or 
serious inaccuracies in language appropriate to National 5.  

 May speak with considerable degree of hesitation, but makes some attempt to recover. 
 Pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be understood by a sympathetic speaker of the language, 

although some points may not be immediately clear. 

4 

Poor  Communication seriously impeded because of limited range of vocabulary and structures and/or 
serious inaccuracies in language appropriate to National 5.  

 Pronunciation and/or intonation may be such as would not be readily understood without clarification, 
even by a sympathetic speaker of the language. 

2 

Very Poor  Very little is intelligible to a sympathetic speaker of the language.  0 
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 Specific commentary Pegged marks 
Categories Conversation  

Very good  Understands almost all of what is said. 
 The interlocutor can speak at normal speed, using detailed language, occasionally using repetition 

and/or rephrasing. 
 Can respond using detailed language to express a wide range of ideas and opinions. 
 Can sustain the conversation by, for example, asking relevant questions and by seeking help when 

necessary. 

15 

Good  Understands most of what is said, although may require some clarification. 
 The interlocutor can usually speak at normal speed, using a range of detailed language, using 

repetition and/or rephrasing when required. 
 The interlocutor may have to provide some help or prompting. 
 Can respond using some detailed language to express some ideas and opinions. 
 Can sustain the conversation by, for example, asking relevant questions and by seeking help when 

necessary. 

12 

Satisfactory  Understands most of what is said clearly and slowly by a sympathetic speaker of the language. 
 The interlocutor can occasionally use a range of detailed language. 
 The interlocutor can sometimes speak at normal speed, and frequently uses repetition and/or 

rephrasing. 
 The interlocutor may have to provide help and prompting frequently. 
 Can respond with some ideas and opinions. 
 Can use some limited familiar detailed language. 
 May attempt to sustain the conversation by, for example, asking relevant questions and by seeking 

help when necessary. 

9 

Unsatisfactory   Has difficulty in understanding what is said, even with help. 
 The interlocutor can only use familiar detailed language. 
 The interlocutor speaks slowly and uses repetition and re-phrasing frequently. 
 The interlocutor may have to provide help with every question. 
 Responds with minimal ideas and opinions. 

6 
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 Specific commentary Pegged marks 
Categories Presentation  

 Has difficulty in sustaining the conversation. 
Poor  Has difficulty in understanding most of what is said. 

 The interlocutor can only use a limited range of familiar detailed language. 
 The interlocutor speaks slowly and has to use repetition and re-phrasing for most questions. 
 The interlocutor has to provide help with every question. 
 May frequently respond with one-word answers. 
 Cannot sustain the conversation. 

3 

Very poor  Understands little of what is said. 
 Very little is intelligible to a sympathetic speaker or the language. 

0 

 
 
 Specific commentary Pegged marks 
Categories Conversation — natural element  
Very good The candidate is able to sustain and maintain a natural conversation, responding to some questions and 

employing a range of techniques. 
5 

Satisfactory The candidate can, with help and prompting, adequately maintain a natural conversation and respond to 
some questions. 

3 

Very poor The candidate is unable to sustain or maintain a conversation and cannot go beyond the use of learned 
material. 

0 
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Recording documentation 
The following recording document should be used by assessors to record the 
marks awarded to candidates. 
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National 5 Modern Languages performance: assessment record 
In the case of assessment by observation or oral questioning, evidence should include assessors’ comments and other relevant supporting 
evidence that shows clearly the basis on which assessment judgments have been made. 
 
Candidate name: __________________________________  Class/group: ______________ 
 
Candidate number: ________________________________  Centre: ___________________ 
 
Sections Total Context/topic Assessor’s comments 
1 
Presentation 

 
 

/10 

  
 
 

2a 
Conversation 

 
 

/15 

  
 
 

2b 
Conversation 
(natural 
element) 

 
 

/5 

  

Subtotal /20   
 
total 

 
/30 

  
 

 
 
Assessor:  Date:  
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National 5 Modern Languages: Class summary record of attainment 
 
Candidate name Date Presentation 

mark 
Conversation 
mark 

Conversation 
— natural 
element 
mark 

Total Comment (optional) 
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Appendix 1: Instructions for 
candidates 
This assessment applies to the performance for National 5 Modern Languages. 
 
This performance: talking is worth 30 marks. The marks contribute 30% of the 
overall marks for the Course assessment. The Course will be graded A–D. 
 
It assesses the following skills, knowledge and understanding: 
 
 the ability to use detailed spoken language, in the modern language, as part 

of a presentation and conversation on the chosen topic 
 the ability to take part effectively in a natural conversation 
 the ability to use language accurately to convey meaning in the modern 

language  
 the ability to maintain interaction as appropriate to purpose  
 
This performance has two Sections.  
 
Section 1, titled ‘Presentation’, will have 10 marks. 
 
Section 2, titled ‘Conversation’, will have 20 marks. 

Within this section the marks are awarded as follows: 

 15 marks for conversation 
 5 marks for effective communication by using natural, spontaneous detailed 

language  
 
Your assessor will let you know how the assessment will be carried out and any 
required conditions for doing it.  
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In this assessment, you will have to do the following: 
 

Presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conversation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modern Languages performance: 
talking — assessment task 

 Carry out a spoken oral presentation in the modern language, using 
detailed language, on a topic chosen from one of the following 
contexts: society, learning, employability, or culture. You will 
choose and develop this topic into a short presentation of 
approximately 1 ½ minutes to allow demonstration of language 
resource, accuracy, and pronunciation and intonation. You may refer 
as a prompt to up to five headings of no more than eight words each 
during the presentation, and/or use visual aids. These headings may 
be in the modern language or in English. 
 

 Following the prepared presentation, you will be required to take 
part in a conversation and to respond to some questions in the 
modern language, following on naturally from the presentation topic 
chosen. The conversation should last approximately 5 minutes to 
allow you to demonstrate your ability to take part in a conversation 
in the modern language, using detailed language. You may refer to 
other contexts if you wish. The information to be exchanged will be 
mainly of a factual nature and will also include some ideas and 
opinions. You will also ask questions where appropriate. 
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