
 
 
 
 
Primary Visits 
This month, I have the pleasure of meeting the parents of Primary 7 pupils in the cluster, as part of 
our transition process. This is an opportunity for parents to meet some of the High School staff and 
to have their questions answered. I am accompanied on the visit by Lara Neri, our Depute Head 
Teacher in charge of transition and Year Head for S1 and S2. Lara gives parents an outline of future 
transition events, as well as some of the key information on S1 that parents might be interested in at 
this stage. Robert Jones, our Principal Teacher of Numeracy, also speaks to parents, explaining how 
maths classes are set in S1 and how parents might help support their child in the run-up to entering 
High School. Last, but certainly not least, S6 pupils come along to share their experience of the High 
School – and tell it like it really is.  
 
Evaluation Visit 
On Monday 11 November, we welcomed our Quality Improvement Officer, David Scott into school 
for his first evaluation visit of the session. He brought his QIO colleague, Karen Haspolat, with him. 
David and Karen visited classes, spoke to groups of pupils and staff and also had a discussion about 
attainment with the senior management team. Feedback from the visit, which was very positive, has 
been shared with the Parent Council. Points identified as areas for development are: the monitoring 
and tracking of pupil progress; learning conversations in the classroom; and the curriculum 
structure. These points had already been identified in our three-year School Improvement Plan and 
will be addressed over the coming session. You will soon be able to access this plan on the website.  
 
Fidra House Christmas Fair 
Wednesday 20 November is the date for our annual Christmas Fair, very able organised and run by 
the pupils of Fidra House. Come along anytime between 6.30 and 9.00 pm if you want to get into the 
festive spirit and start your Christmas shopping at one of the many stalls selling a wide variety of 
high quality goods. And don’t forget to enter the PTA raffle, with prizes of stunning hampers. The 
entry fee includes a glass of wine and shortbread.  
 
S1 Parents’ Evenings 
Just a reminder of the dates for this term’s S1 Parents’ Evenings: 
 
 Wednesday 27 November 1C, 1G1, 1G2 
 Thursday 5 December  1F, 1L1, 1L2. 
 
Dress Code 
As you know from earlier Updates, I am very keen that all our pupils follow the school dress code. I 
am delighted that the majority of our pupils do so. Now that the cold weather is here, can I ask you 
to remind your child that wearing a coat to school is a good idea – we see some pupils arriving in just 
their school shirt – but the coat, or hoodie, should not be worn in school. I don’t want to sound like a 
broken record, but I am very concerned that many girls are still wearing very short skirts which are 
not suitable for school. Members of the public are noticing this too: in the last week, I have had one 
local resident speak to me about the short skirts, and another phone the school to ask how the Head 
Teacher could allow pupils to dress like this. I really would appreciate parental support on this 
matter.  
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Lateness 
This is another aspect where I would appreciate your support: some of our pupils are drifting into 
school in the morning well after the 8.39 am registration bell. This is very disruptive, particularly 
when we have a speaker in assembly and a large number of pupils walk in late. When asked why 
they are late, some pupils tell me it’s because “Mum never woke me up on time.” All our High School 
pupils are old enough and responsible enough to get themselves to school on time. I am certainly 
not asking parents to get children out of bed on time, I am simply asking if you could remind them of 
their responsibility to do so themselves.  
 
NBHS News 
If your child hasn’t yet brought home a copy of the latest edition of the school newspaper, do give 
them 50p and ask them to buy a copy from Mr Maxwell. It’s a super read, with contributions from 
budding journalists all through the school.  
 
School Website 
Hopefully, you will have noticed some improvements to our school website recently. There are staff 
and pupils working behind the scenes to improve the quality of the content, the appearance and the 
ease of use of the site. We know we still have some way to go, but we are certainly updating it much 
more regularly. The website will increasingly become a major way of communicating with parents to 
keep you up to date with all that is happening in school, both within the classroom and beyond. If 
you don’t want to miss any updates, do sign up for an email reminder. It’s easy to do – click on the 
Subscribe link at the right hand side of the page.  
 
Thrift Shop 
I remember the frustration as a parent when my children were at secondary school and they grew 
out of an item of clothing almost as soon as I had bought it for them. It always seemed such a waste, 
especially if we didn’t have a younger child to pass it on to. If you are ever in that situation, please 
consider donating the item to the school’s thrift shop, which we are in the process of setting up. All 
clean, good quality items of school wear or sportswear will be gratefully received – just hand them in 
to the school office. Look out for details soon of our first ‘pop-up’ thrift shop. All proceeds will go to 
the school fund to support our pupils with their learning.  
 
Christmas Events 
Before we know it, December will be upon us. It is always such a lovely time of year in school, as we 
prepare for the Christmas events. Here are the important dates for your diary:  
 

Monday 9 December  Christmas concert 
Tuesday 10 December  Christmas concert 
Wednesday 11 December S3 and S4 dance 
Thursday 12 December  S5 and S6 dance 
Monday 16 December  S2 dance 
Tuesday 17 December  S1 dance 
Friday 20 December  School closes at 12.00 pm 
Monday 6 January  School opens at 8.39 am. 

 
Preliminary Exams 
Thinking of next term, here are more dates for your diary if you have a child in senior school: 
 
 Thursday 9 – Friday 17 January  S4 prelims 
 Tuesday 18 February   S5/S6 prelims begin. 

 


