
 
 
 
Commonwealth Games Success 
A highlight of this summer was undoubtedly the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. Some of you may 
have been spectating at events or even playing a part as a Clydesider. For those of us not lucky enough 
to experience the event first-hand, there was still a great deal of excitement to be had watching on 
television or catching up on the BBC News website. One of the most nail-biting moments was surely the 
final of the 400 metres freestyle swimming as Dan Wallace, NBHS former pupil, was in contention for a 
medal. And he won gold! This was followed by two silver medals, making it an incredibly successful 
event for Dan, a reward for the hundreds of hours spent in the pool training. Throughout last session, 
NBHS and some of our cluster primary schools sent batons to a number of schools in Commonwealth 
countries around the world. Inside each baton was information about the school, our local area, and 
Scotland. It has been a real pleasure to receive batons back from schools in some of these countries, 
giving us an insight into life all over the world. Watch out for a display in the school foyer! 
 
SQA Examination Results 
On Tuesday 5 August, our senior pupils received their long-awaited exam results from the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority. Overall, we are delighted with the results, which include record-breaking 
figures for the school at Higher and Advanced Higher level. The greatest pleasure, though, comes from 
seeing the results of individual pupils, testament to their hard work throughout the year. This year, the 
SQA has done away with appeals; under the new system, if a school feels that the SQA has made an 
error in the marking of a paper, there is the option of a clerical check or a marking review. All senior 
pupils were given information about this post-results service before they sat their exams and 
information is also available on the SQA website.  
 
Senior Prizegiving 
This year’s Prizegiving was held on Thursday 11 September and it was a lovely occasion. There were 
many very proud parents and teachers in the audience, not to mention the young people themselves. 
Our guest of honour was Neil Wilson, last year’s head boy. (Amy Ireland, head girl, had already started 
her term at university so could not be with us.) Neil gave an inspirational and witty speech, encouraging 
pupils to make the most of the opportunities which NBHS provides. As a school we believe in 
recognising achievement of all kinds: we are proud of our academic attainment and we also value 
effort, determination to succeed and service to others. All of these are rewarded at prizegiving, with 
four categories of award: 
Certificate of Achievement  -  S4: at least 21 points at National 5 level (A = 3; B = 2; C = 3) 

          S5: at least 12 points at Higher (A – 3; B = 2; C = 3) 
Subject Prize  -  awarded to the pupil with the top mark in the school in a subject 
Special Achievement Award  -  awarded to one pupil in each subject who teachers feel has achieved  
              beyond expectations, through exceptional effort and dedication to study. 
S6 Special Award  -  awarded to the S6 pupil who has shown outstanding commitment in a particular  

       area, e.g. service to school, community, sport, music.    
 
Higher Courses 2014 – 2015 
As part of Curriculum for Excellence, new Highers are being introduced in Scotland this session. This is 
the natural progression route for pupils who have achieved National 5 level in any subject in S4. Across 
Scotland, the old Higher is running concurrently with the new Higher for this one year only. We are 
going ahead with the new Higher in most subjects; however, in some subjects principal teachers believe 
it will be in the pupils’ best interests to deliver the old Higher for one more year. Information about this 
can be found in the Curriculum section of the school website. We are no longer delivering Intermediate 
courses (except Managing Environmental Resources, which is being offered for a final year by SQA). The 
new Advanced Higher courses will begin in session 2015 – 2016. 
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I would highly recommend that parents become familiar with the SQA website: www.sqa.org.uk. There 
is a plethora of helpful information available, which could form the basis of learning conversations 
between you and your child. Also available on the SQA website are practice questions and answers for 
both old and new Higher. Another very helpful organisation is the National Parent Forum of Scotland. 
You can access their resources, including the very useful Highers in a Nutshell series, via: 
www.educationscotland.gov.uk/Parentzone/getinvolved/forumscotland OR 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/NPF.  
 
S1 Settling In 
It has been a real pleasure to welcome our new S1 pupils to the High School and they certainly seem to 
have settled in well. Throughout September, each register class is taking part in a ‘bonding day’ to East 
Links Family Park, accompanied by their register and guidance teachers, as well as their S6 House 
captains. Each class is also holding a bake sale to raise funds for the trip. On Friday 26 September 
between 1.00 and 3.00 pm we are holding our S1 Open Afternoon. This is an opportunity for our S1 
pupils to take their families on an informal visit around the school, with hands-on activities and displays 
of pupils work. There are also House stalls run by the senior pupils and tasters of some of our extra-
curricular activities. We also invite P7 pupils and their families from our cluster primaries to the Open 
Afternoon.  
 
Art Show 
On Thursday 4 September, the School Hall was transformed into a wonderful art gallery, displaying the 
amazing work of last year’s senior pupils. The imagination, creativity and craftsmanship on show was 
stunning, with examples of pastels, watercolours, oils, textiles, architectural models and sculpture. The 
atmosphere, too, was lovely thanks to the pianists playing throughout the evening and our hospitality 
committee serving wine and canapés. A big thank you to everyone who helped to make this event such 
a success.  
 
PTA 
The PTA held its AGM on Wednesday 3 September and we are delighted that we have some new 
volunteers have offered to help out with future events. The PTA organises various social events, partly 
to raise much-needed funds for the school and partly to have fun. Do look out for details of future 
events on the school website and the PTA facebook page. If you are not already a member of the 100 
Club, perhaps you would consider joining – you will have a chance each month to win £40! If you would 
like to play a more active part, the PTA would be very grateful. The next meeting is on Tuesday 30 
September in the Conference Room at 7.00 pm. 
 
Parent Council 
The Parent Council meets around twice a term and comprises up to twelve parent members, as well as 
teacher representatives. In addition, the head teacher and local councillors attend meetings. All parents 
and carers of pupils at the school are welcome to come along. If you are: interested in being more 
directly involved in the work of NBHS; keen to support the school and promote partnerships; enjoy 
discussing educational issues; could help to gather the views of the wider parent forum on school 
issues, then we would be delighted if you would consider joining the Parent Council. The AGM is at 7.00 
pm on Tuesday 16 September in the School Hall. (Please note this is a change from the original date 
given in the June Head Teacher’s Update.) 

Careers Fair 
On Wednesday 17 September from 6.00 until 8.00 pm, the school will be a hive of activity. Pupils can 
meet representatives from colleges and universities as well as local, national and international 
employers. There is also a ‘Student Zone’ where former NBHS pupils will talk about their career paths. 
Our current senior pupils will be promoting the My World of Work website. All in all, this is a great 
event to help with career planning, whatever year group your child is in. Don’t miss it!  
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Curriculum Information Evening 
Like all secondary schools in Scotland, North Berwick High School is in the process of developing the 
Senior Phase curriculum. If this is of interest to you, please join us at our Curriculum Information 
Evening on Monday 22 September at 7.00 pm in the School Hall. Carol McDonald, HMI and Lead 
Officer Secondary Inspections, will be speaking about the national picture. Also attending will be Fiona 
Robertson, HMI, Darrin Nightingale, Head of Education in East Lothian, and David Scott, our Quality 
Improvement Officer. The discussion will be of relevance to parents of pupils in S1, S2 and S3 but all 
parents are welcome to attend. There will be an opportunity to ask questions on the night, but if you 
would like to email your question to me in advance, please do so to the email address at the bottom of 
this Update. 

For more details on how the Senior Phase curriculum is developing at NBHS, have a look at our 
information booklet in the Curriculum section of the school website. This includes some ‘frequently 
asked questions’ and also invites parents to share their views with us. Over the course of this term, our 
Curriculum Development Group (which comprises teaching staff and Parent Council members) will be 
exploring this further through reading, researching and visiting other schools. All staff will be involved in 
discussions in their faculties and at Senior Leadership Team meetings, and we will also be holding focus 
groups with parents and pupils.  

Staffing 
As outlined in my June Update, a number of staff left NBHS at the end of last term and we bid them a 
sad farewell. However, we are delighted to welcome new staff to the High School and hope that they 
will be very happy here: 
 
Principal Teacher of numeracy  Mrs Clubb 
Teacher of chemistry   Ms Blair 
Teacher of computing   Mr Walls 
Teachers of CDT    Mrs Hepburn-Kerr; Mr Bueckhardt; Mrs Moore;  
Teacher of French   Ms Gordon 
Teacher of French and Spanish  Mrs Higginbottom 
Teacher of history   Mr Jack 
Teacher of mathematics  Mrs Kenneally 
Teachers of PE    Ms Burns; Ms Saxby 
Teacher of Support for Learning  vacancy 
 
School Charities and Fun Run 
This year’s Charities Committee, a group of senior pupils ably assisted by Mrs Casson, has chosen the 
three charities which the school will be supporting throughout the year with a variety of fundraising 
events. The charities are: 
 

local  Leuchie House 
national Motor Neurone Disease Scotland 
international Katunguwiri Community Day Secondary School, Malawi (We aim to fund the 

sinking of a borehole near the new school building. This ties in with our global  
citizenship water awareness campaign which is running throughout the 
session.)  
 

Our first major fundraising event is the biennial Fun Run, which will take place on Friday 10 October. 
Pupils will seek sponsorship to run round a cross-country course via Kingston, in fancy dress if they 
wish. Once back at school, there will be a variety of stalls and fun activities for pupils to enjoy before 
school closes for the half-term holiday. Look out for more details soon.  
 
 
 



School Procedures 
Punctuality  -  School starts promptly with registration or assembly each morning at 8.39 am. We expect 
all our pupils to arrive punctually and anyone who does not do so will be spoken to by their House 
team, i.e. guidance teacher and depute head teacher. Parents will be contacted if necessary. Please 
support us by encouraging your child to get into good habits and to take responsibility themselves for 
arriving in school on time every day. 
 
School Dress Code  - I am delighted that so many of our pupils are adhering to the school dress code 
(available on the school website) and they are looking very smart indeed. We are now able to record 
any violations of the dress code on our electronic system; this is being done each morning at 
registration. Again, the House team will follow this up with pupils and will contact home if necessary. In 
particular, I would appreciate the support of parents in ensuring that: girls’ skirts are of a reasonable 
length for school; plain black trousers are worn (not black leggings or jeans); and footwear is plain black 
(no white/coloured edging or laces).  
 
Smokers  -  Since the start of term, we have had complaints from members of the public that some of 
our pupils have been smoking in the vicinity of our school and of Law Primary. This is of huge concern to 
us, firstly, as it is a very poor lifestyle choice and, secondly, because it damages the good reputation of 
the High School. Senior staff are patrolling outside school when possible and we have enlisted the help 
of the community police. It is not always easy to identify who is smoking in a group, but anyone caught 
doing so will be put on detention and their parents will be informed. Pupils have been told that if they 
are seen standing in a group of smokers their parents will be informed, regardless of whether they are 
actually seen smoking or not. (This includes e-cigarettes.) We are determined to put a stop to this and 
we also have the support of the school nursing service who can give young people advice on how to 
stop smoking. 
 
Car Parking 
You will notice that over the summer break the double yellow lines along the front of the school have 
been repainted. Please do take account of these yellow lines and keep the area clear at all times; it is 
required for our pupils with particular needs. If you are dropping off or collecting your child, please do 
so in a safe place away from the front entrance, perhaps on Law Road, from where it is an easy walk to 
school.  
 
Communication  
As you are aware, the website is a major way of communicating with parents. Please do sign up for an 
email reminder of updates. It’s easy  – just enter your email address and click on the Subscribe link at 
the right hand side of the page. Another great way of keeping in touch with what is happening in 
school is through social media: do follow us on facebook and twitter, both of which can be accessed via 
the front page of the school website. We are also making increasinged use of our new electronic system 
which allows us to email all parents. Please make sure that the school has an up to date email address 
for you. If you think that these emails may not be getting through to you, do let us know. 
 
Should you have any comments or queries or wish to pass on any information, the first point of contact 
is usually your child’s guidance teacher: 

Craig House Mr McDowell  rmcdowell@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Fidra House Mrs McCormack jmccormack@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Glen House Mrs Casson  gcasson@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Law House Mr Stebbing  cstebbing@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  

 
You can also contact us by telephone:  01620 894661 (absence line 01620 894716) 
                              or by a general email:  northberwick.hs@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. 
 
Lauren Rodger   
lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
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