
Higher Qualifications at North Berwick High School 
Session 2014 – 2015 

 
For this session only, the Scottish Qualifications Authority is making available both old and new Higher 
qualifications. In the exam diet in May 2015, pupils will be presented for either the new Higher or the old 
Higher. In following years, only the new Higher will be available. 
 
At NBHS, we are delivering the new Higher in every subject except those outlined below, which will be 
delivering the old version. The new Higher courses, on the whole, articulate with National 5 courses, 
providing a natural progression. However, in the subjects below, principal teachers have particular 
reasons for delaying the introduction of the new Higher and these are explained. You can find information 
on all courses, both old and new, on the SQA website. 
 
The old and the new Highers hold exactly the same value in terms of SCQF points (Scottish Credit and 
Qualifications Framework). The SQA certificate received in August will state the grade achieved; it will not 
mention whether the pupil has taken the old or the new Higher.  
 

 
Subject 

 

 
Reason for delivering old Higher rather than new 

 
economics 
 

Teachers in the business studies department already have an increased workload 
developing the business management National 5 and Higher courses; delaying the 
introduction of the new Higher in economics until the following session means they will 
be able to devote more time to it. There is no progression from National 5 to Higher 
economics at NBHS as we only offer the subject at Higher level, and only to S6 pupils.  

 
modern 
languages 

There have been substantial staffing changes in the modern languages faculty over the 
summer. The teachers who have now moved on were responsible for most of the 
delivery of National 5 courses last year; hence, the current staff will be delivering 
National 5 for the first time. Getting to grips with new courses at these different levels 
would be burdensome for staff. The old Higher in languages does articulate with the 
National 5 courses so there will be no disadvantage for pupils.  

 
modern 
studies 

The new modern studies course is an entire overhaul and nothing will exist from the 
previous course. Our chosen National 5 topics from last session match better with those 
of the old Higher rather than the new, hence the pupils can progress in their learning 
appropriately. We have reviewed our National 5 course this year so it will offer better 
progression into the new Higher next year.  

 
philosophy 

With just one member of staff delivering philosophy and developing the new courses, 
introducing two new levels in one session would result in too big a workload for that one 
teacher. Hence, we are introducing National 5 to S5 pupils this session and we will 
introduce the new Higher to S6 pupils next session (2015 – 2016).  

 
physical 
education 

Staff in the PE department had some concerns about the National 5 course last session 
and are now making substantial changes to the National 5 course programme; they wish 
to focus on that this session and continue with the old Higher in the meantime. The old 
Higher in PE articulates well with the National 5 course so pupils will not be 
disadvantaged. Staff will develop the new Higher course throughout this session, ready 
to begin delivering it from June 2015. 

 
psychology 

With just one member of staff delivering psychology and developing the new courses, 
introducing two new levels in one session would result in too big a workload for that one 
teacher. Hence, we are introducing National 5 to S5 pupils this session and we will 
introduce the new Higher to S6 pupils next session (2015 – 2016). Most of the pupils who 
are taking Higher psychology this session have come through the Intermediate 2 route so 
there is no issue of progression from National 5 to Higher; currently, we only offer Higher 
psychology to S6 pupils. 

 


