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Advanced Higher Oral Exams 

These exams are final examinations, which are assessed by a visiting examiner appointed by 

the SQA. Pupils are advised that these exams usually take place between mid-February to 

mid-March each year. Failure to attend this oral exam will result in the oral examination 

being null and void unless due to exceptional circumstances (illness which is supported by a 

Doctor’s note, or which is due to a family bereavement). 

Higher Oral Exams 

Candidates have one attempt to pass these oral exams. The Higher Oral exams are final 

exams, which are internally assessed and which may be moderated by the SQA. These 

exams take place in February or March each year. Any failure to attend must be supported 

by a medical note as these exams cannot be rescheduled except due to illness or 

bereavement. 

National 5 Oral Exams 

Candidates have one attempt to pass these oral exams. The National 5 Oral exams are final 

exams, which are internally assessed and which may be moderated by the SQA. These 

exams take place in February or March each year. Any failure to attend must be supported 

by a medical note as these exams cannot be rescheduled except due to illness or 

bereavement. 

National 4 Oral Exams 

Candidates will sit their Added Value Unit (AVU) in September of S4. This unit allows for 

consolidation of skills from S3, as well as preparing pupils to be more independent with 

their language at N4, and even N5, level. The talking element of the AVU is an integral part 

of the National 4 course award and is composed of the presentation that candidates are 

asked to give to complete their Added Value Unit. Failure to complete this talking 

component will result in pupils not completing their N4 course award, so no course award 

can be given. Credit can be only awarded for unit assessments passed in this case.  

A second attempt may be made in negotiation with the class teacher, should the pupil have 

failed in their first attempt. Please note that a second attempt will only be given where a 

candidate has made a good attempt at their initial talking assessment. Otherwise, pupils 

may attempt to gain a Course Award at National 3 level, with recognition for N4 Units that 

they may pass throughout the year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern Languages – National 4 Added Value Unit 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

I am writing to advise you that your son / daughter will be asked to complete their National 

4 AVU project on: 

Date: ___________________________________, at (time):_______________________ 

Pupil signature: __________________________________________________________ 

The AVU is an integral part of the National 4 course award and pupils have been working on 

this since the change of timetable in June. 

I attach overleaf the International Education Faculty policy regarding Oral exams. Please 

could you ensure that your child is familiar with these, and with the arrangements that must 

be made if a child is absent on the day of their assessment. Please note that forgetting to 

attend an assessment will not be accepted as a valid excuse. 

Many thanks in advance for your support in this matter, 

 

 

Miss S Ritchie 

Principal Teacher International Education 

North Berwick High School 


