
North Berwick High School 
 

S3 ACTIVITIES WEEK 
 

11th – 15th May 2015 
 

Once again we are planning an Activities Week for all our third year pupils.  We will suspend the 
timetable for S3 and organise a range of opportunities and experiences that will enrich every pupil’s 
education. 
 
We have a tradition of offering a wide variety of residential experiences.  The trips being offered this 
session are described overleaf.  Costs may not have been finalised and are therefore only a guide; 
however, they will not differ much from the figure given. 

 
After discussing the various options with your child and making a first, second and third choice of 
trip (or the choice to not take part in a residential trip, as explained below), I would ask your child to 
complete this online form no later than Tuesday, September 30th: 
 
 
 
 http://goo.gl/YF9aS7    
 
 
Your child will have to log in with their email login. They can do this in school if Internet access at 
home is a problem. 
 
It is important that your child understands that, while we will do our utmost to ensure everyone 
gets the trip they desire, it is impossible to guarantee this will happen.  The most popular trips are 
always oversubscribed.  If this is the case we shall allocate places as fairly as we can while also 
ensuring, for instance, that History pupils are given priority on the Normandy trip.  It is regrettable 
that some pupils will be disappointed not to get the trip they want but important they are 
prepared for this to happen. 
 
We would strongly encourage all pupils to take part in a residential trip.  However, if any pupils 
choose not to do so, we will offer some day activities.  In the past, these have included cycling, 
Laserquest, cinema, retro clothing hunt and football coaching.  The cost for these is likely to be in 
the region of £50.  
 
Once the forms have been completed and pupils assigned to a trip, I will then ask for an immediate 
deposit of £100 to be paid.  Please note that this deposit is non-returnable in the event of your child 
having to cancel.  In addition, if any further monies have been committed, refunds may not be 
possible in the event of a withdrawal.  Financial assistance may be available depending on family 
circumstances; however, please note that pupils can only be given financial assistance for a 
maximum of two trips throughout their school career.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information. 
 
 
 
Mr Jones 
Depute Head Teacher 

http://goo.gl/YF9aS7


Residential Trips May 2015 
 
LONDON: Monday 11th – Friday 15th May £420 
The London trip has a specific focus on business management. The trip will include educational 
excursions to various well-known business-related attractions, including the Bank of England 
Museum, the Houses of Parliament, Canary Wharf and the Olympic park. One of the highlights will 
be a visit to Thorpe Park for a marketing talk followed by thrill-seeking on the rollercoasters. Other 
tourist attractions we will visit are Madame Tussaud’s and the London Eye. There will also be 
evening activities including a visit to the O2 Arena and time included for shopping on Oxford Street. 
Travel will be by train (and underground) and accommodation will be in a hotel central to all the 
main attractions. Price includes meals, accommodation and entry to all attractions. 
 
 

NORMANDY: Sunday 10th – Saturday 16th May £ 560 

The Humanities Faculty intends to take a group of S3 students to Normandy.  We will be staying in 
the Chateau Du Baffy, a French castle occupied by the Nazis during World War II! The Chateau 
is perfectly located for exploring the main sites of Normandy and is situated in beautiful grounds. Do 
take a look: www.ststravel.co.uk/chateaudubaffy.  Activities will include visiting the key D-Day 
landing sites of World War II in the beautiful sea-side town of Arromanches.  We will also visit the 
medieval towns of Bayeux and Mont St Michel.  Included is a trip to Alligator Bay, ten pin bowling, a 
disco on the last night and a full day at Parc Asterix.    We travel by coach to Portsmouth and Ferry to 
Caen. The price includes travel, full board and all excursions. 
 
 
HIGHLAND ADVENTURE: Sunday 10th – Friday 15th May £350  
Want to do something totally different and design your own Activities Week?  Miss Ritchie wants to 
take a team of intrepid adventurers to the wilds of Scotland.  Staying in an outdoor centre with an 
overnight in a tent (and maybe even a bothy!), we’ll explore the fantastic wonders of our beautiful 
country under our own steam.  Previous years have seen us sea-kayak to the remote Arisaig 
peninsula and hike to the Bone Caves of Inchnadamph. We’ll also be doing things like learning how 
to light campfires and survive on our own – a very cool feeling!  If this sounds like just your cup of 
tea … or if you’d love to try something totally new … then opt to choose your own adventure! 
 
 
PGL WATERSPORTS ADVENTURE, FRANCE: Saturday 9th – Sunday 17th May £565 (or £515 if 40 or 
more pupils) 
During this week they will be staying at the Lou Valagran centre in south-central France where they 
will be canoeing down the spectacular Ardèche Gorge for three days in two-person canoes.  Pupils 
are taught basic canoeing skills before they tackle the rapids and are supervised by qualified 
instructors at all times.  We are also going to a canyoning activity where experienced, qualified local 
guides will lead the group though the gorge, making sure each section of the descent is navigated 
safely, whether it’s descending a rock slide, jumping into a pool, swimming downstream or picking 
your way along the river bank.  To go on this trip you must be able to swim 50 metres in the cold 
water of early May.  There will also be an excursion to a nearby city for some sightseeing.  And it’s 
not always warm: you need to be the sort who can stay positive when soaking wet with a cold river 
breeze and no sunshine! 
 

http://www.ststravel.co.uk/chateaudubaffy

