
WW1 Centenary Trip 

On June 28th, the North Berwick Pals battalion departed for Belgium, 100 years to the day of the 

assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the event that triggered the beginning of World War 

One. Our first stop in Belgium was the Yorkshire Trench just outside Ypres to give the troops a 

flavour of what a trench actually looked like and how uninhabitable they were for the men that 

served. On the second day, we looked at more of the preserved sites in and around Ypres including 

the In Flanders Field Museum and Essex Farm Cemetery where we found the grave of V.J. Strudwick 

who died age 15, bringing home the brutal reality of the War. We saw the medic bays and where 

John McCrae wrote the famous poem ‘In Flanders Fields’. On day 3 we studied the area of the 

Somme, astonished by the Lochnagar Crater and Newfoundland Park. We walked in the shadows of 

the soldiers across No Man’s Land to truly understand the objectives and the futility of the Battle. On 

day 4, we embarked on our platoon experience at Paschendaele. After a guided tour of the excellent 

and informative museum we donned our WW1 uniforms (in 30 degree heat!) and assumed the roles 

of the Tasmanian Devils. After delicious tommy tucker lunch of bully beef we embarked on our 

mission: to advance from the allied position into the German trenches, ‘leapfrogging’ and rescuing 

fallen men as we went. The Pals Battalion were model soldiers, followed all their instructions from 

their superior officers in exemplary fashion. At the end of this mission we entered Tyne Cot 

Cemetery, one of the largest cemeteries and memorials in Belgium. Here, we found out the fate of 

our assumed personalities and a very special moment for one of our pupils as she found the grave of 

her Great Grandfather – very emotional and brought the true impact of the War home. Exhausted, 

we returned to the hotel for one last night before a day of shopping and chocolate tasting in Brugges 

before returning back to dear old Blighty for a well-earned summer break! 

 

                                  


